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PREFACE 


N these days an “ official ’’ account of a battle is often an 
epic. An official account of the doings of a Regiment 
at home and abroad during the Great War cannot aspire to be 
an epic. It is not composed of a series of thrilling adventures, 
There are dull periods to chronicle as well as gay. - Trench-life, 
digging, and marching play a greater part than actual fighting. 
The writer of such an account has two alternatives. He 
may officially edit and transcribe the War Diary ; but, to those 
who know it, the War Diary is an inhuman document, destined 
for the archives from the first page to the last. Occasionally 
it is possible to pick up the thread of the story, but even then © 
it is often obscured by cryptic map references which at one 
time were intelligible to those who studied the map, but now are 
of no meaning at all to those who have no map to which to 
refer. | 
The other alternative is to attempt in unofficial language 
to recall those scenes and incidents which went to make up the 
days and months of the past five years, to commemorate those 
who have fallen, and to provide a short narrative of the share 


of a particular Regiment in the War. And, just as a mist 


obscures all except the outline of a few peaks or trees, which 
push their way through the surrounding haze, so in such a 
narrative time leaves only the impression of a few events, which 
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are often not the most striking and important of those that 
happened. 

The fatigue of seemingly endless marches in the desert, the 
heavy shelling at night, the feeling of discouragement that 
comes with the failure of an attack when odds have been too 
heavy, in a word, all the unpleasant and bitter memories of 
war, these fade away. In their place is left just a haze of 
impressions, and often piercing the haze are not the things which 
caused us apprehension and discomfort, but those which caused 
us amusement. 

For this reason the account that follows may appear to some 
to record the impressions of an enjoyable picnic. To these I 
would say at once that our War was not a picnic. Our share 
in it demanded of us a lesser toll than that of the Regiments 
or Battalions who spent four years in France, and whose casualty 
lists give full evidence of their participation in the struggle ; 
yet we can say that many and various were the demands of the 
fate which hurled us about the world into places and under 
conditions which the most imaginative man could never have 
contemplated. Which of us reclining in the sun in June 1914 
would have thought that in five years he would have been shot 
at by “‘ Asiatic Annie’ in the Dardanelles, that he would have 
fought a battle under the walls of Jerusalem, that he would 
have been gassed near Peronne or Lille, or that he would take 
part in a Royal Review by the King of the Belgians at Brussels ? 
Yet many of us did these things, and to chronicle them is the 
object of the pages which follow. 


INTRODUCTION 


jae following account commences with the history of the 

- 1/1 West Kent Yeomanry, which mobilized for service 
on August 5th, 1914. From September 28rd, 1915, till the 
end of the War (and after) its members were on active service 
overseas; but of those who mobilized in August 1914 only 
five were on the strength at the Armistice, while of the 540 
Officers and men who sailed for Gallipoli on the Olymmc in 
September 1915 only two Officers and 63 men were still serving 
together in November 1918.1 

On February Ist, 1917, the Regiment | was scant 
with the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles, and the two together 
became the 10th (Yeomanry) Battalion East Kent Regiment, 
The Bufis. The account relates therefore the doings of the 
amalgamated Regiment from February 1917 till it was dis- 
banded in June 1919. 

The Appendix contains a few short notes of the doings and 
movements of the 2/1 West Kent Yeomanry and of.the 3/1 West 
Kent Yeomanry, and of the operations of the Ladies’ Association. 

I have also added a roll of Officers and men of the 1/1 West 
Kent Yeomanry and of the 10th (Yeomanry) Battalion, The 
Bufis, with particulars of service where obtainable. The greatest 
difficulty has been experienced in obtaining reliable information 

1 Commissions and detachments were responsible for this, as much as 


casualties. Between August 19]4 and February 1917, 250 men had left the 


Regiment to take commissions. 
vli- 
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about those who left the Regiment. Some of the particulars 
have been derived from Records, some from letters, and some 
from reports of friends and relations. 

To those whose doings are incorrectly chronicled I offer 
this apology. To the relatives of the fallen who have not been 
entered as “killed,” I can only regret the mistake through lack 
of information ; to those who, through false report, have been 
entered incorrectly as “killed,” I offer no apology. Their 
compensation must be in the fact that they are still alive. 

Some of the verses, letterpress, and drawings appeared in 
The Chronicles of the White Horse, the Regimental Magazine, 
which was published in Palestine. I wish to acknowledge the 
assistance I have received from Brigadier-General A. J. McNeill, 
D.8.0., Lieut.-Col. Lord Sackville, T.D., Lieut.-Col. C. H. 
Balston, Major C. G. B. Marsham, Major G. P. Edwards, M.C. 
(Sussex Yeomanry), the late Capt. the Hon. Harold Lubbock, 
Capt. G. H. Peckham, M.C., Capt. the Hon. Percy Thesiger, 
Sergts. L. Allen and R. B. Kelsey, Cpl. C. J. Harrison, M.M., 
and Pte. E. H. Ovenden. 

Mr. Andrew Melrose, who has been good enough to arrange 
for the publication of this account, has a double interest in 
the Regiment. Some years ago his firm published the old 
Records of the Regiment from 1794 to 1909, and his son 
was three times wounded whilst serving with the Regiment 
during the recent War. I wish to place on record my 
appreciation of the assistance which Mr. Melrose has given to 
me and to express my ee to him for all the trouble he 
has taken. 

C. PONSONBY. 


2 GLOUCESTER PLacg, LoNpDoN, W. 
January 18th, 1920. 
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WEST KENT (0.0.) YEOMANRY 


CHAPTER I 
AT HOME 
Aucust 1914 ro SEPTEMBER 1915 


HE early days of the War are now merged in a series of 
confused impressions. Men rushing to join, kicking 
horses and unsuitable transport vehicles, snatched from civilians, 
are mixed up with messages from Headquarters, rumours and 
partings, the whole coloured by the excitement of a new ad- 
venture, and the desire to get to the Front before it was too 
late; a desire often fostered by families and fiancées who, 
like ourselves, had not the faintest notion of the pleasures and 
possibilities which the said Front provided for initiated and 
uninitiated alike. 
The mobilization on August 5th, 1914, at the Headquarters 
of the various squadrons was made easy by the excellent 
organization of the Squadron Leaders and their permanent 


staffs, and the send-off by the population fired us with en- 


thusiasm for War and Glory, of which in those days we ear 
to have a taste within the next few weeks. 

In trains and well-appointed motor-buses the four squadrons 
concentrated at Maidstone, and were ignominiously, as we then 
thought, herded into a County School. There we had our first 


taste of sleeping on a concrete floor. 
I 
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The next few days were crowded with a miniature repro- 
duction of war with all its glory, chaos, glamour and discomfort. 
We had been taught that at the outbreak of war a horse was 
waiting somewhere for every one of us and that we had only 
to open the stable door and lead him forth. Unfortunately 
this ideal was not realized. Either the horse had changed his 
habitat, or the buyer for the regular cavalry had forestalled us. 
Anyhow, we had to look elsewhere, and parties were sent to 
scour the country, meeting with many adventures by the way. 
It is told how one officer looked lovingly towards a useful 
black, which was taking a leading part in a funeral procession. 
The driver, realizing his wishes and understanding his predica- 
ment, leant down from the box and whispered: “‘ It’s all right, 
sir, [ shall be back in half an hour.” 

At the end of the third day the horses had been bought,? 
collected and branded in a large orchard behind the school. 
Considering that some had never been ridden, and that the 
majority had never before been tied up to a line, and that many 
had been out at grass and had not seen a crowd of any kind for 
months, it is not surprising that by ten o'clock that night, 
despite the frantic efforts of the stable guards, many horses 
trailing either “ropes picketing” or “ropes head” or both 
were galloping wildly about bringing danger to themselves 
and to every one, who ventured into the Pandemonium. It is 
always a matter for wonder how, on the fourth day, men and 
horses sorted themselves out, and it speaks highly of the horse- 
mastership of Officers and men that we made the journey of 
35 miles to Canterbury and beyond with hardly a sore back, 
at any rate so far as the horses were concerned. 


1The maximum price fixed for horses was £75 for an officer’s charger, £40 
for a troop horse, 
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We are now justified in believing that in the year 1919 we 
know something of soldiering. This belief also justifies us in 
stating frankly that in the early days at our war station we had 
still something to learn. 

All Yeomanry Regiments were in like case. They contained 
men unsurpassed in fitness and physique, 80 per cent of them 
good horsemen and of an age and education that made it 
a matter of small difficulty to produce the best possible results 
in the least possible time. In many cases the annual training 
of 1914 was just over. For the Yeomanry no more propitious 
moment could have been chosen for an outbreak of war. It is 
enough to say that after three months’ training, the Regiment, 
and probably other Yeomanries, were in a condition to give a 
good account of themselves on active service as Cavalry or 
Mounted Infantry. 

Yet those three months were most difficult for those in 
authority. Service abroad was always imminent and the 
possibility of invasion at a few hours’ notice had to be taken 
into account. Training in the more intricate problems of war 
had to be carried on without following the usual curriculum, 
while there were practically no courses at which instructors 
could learn how to teach. However, every one understood the 
conditions under which we learnt and worked, and it was not 
long before we acquired a measure of self-confidence. We had 
not a complete acquaintance of the Manuals of Military Know- 
ledge, but we felt that we could get accustomed to anything 
' and could pick up a new thing more quickly than most. Nothing 
proved this more than our initiation into trench warfare in the 
early days in Gallipoli. 

During the first month or two, the fear of invasion hung 
like the sword of Damocles over Whitehall and was communi- 
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cated to us in the form of urgent and secret instructions re- 
garding the surveillance and capture of German spies with which 
the country was said to abound. We were quick to imbibe 
the spirit of distrust, and to respond to the call. One or two 
genuine “‘ catches’ were made. In addition, an eager candidate 
for promotion arrested an aged excursionist on a charge of 
espionage for photographing a mediaeval church; a naturalized 
German was arrested on five successive -days; the Dover to 
London mail was stopped for several hours; a motor-hearse 
on its way to a funeral in London was held up for a whole 
night, until it was demonstrated that the contents were normal ; 
and, finally, the retirmg modesty of a honeymoon couple so 
excited the suspicions of a squadron of eager patriots that the 
pair narrowly escaped finding their desired seclusion in the 
county jail. 

On arrival at our war-station, the Regiment was scattered, 
Headquarters and “A” Squadron at Sturry, “B” Squadron 
at Fordwych and “ C ” Squadron at Westbere.! 

At the beginning of November huts were erected at Westbere, 
and the Regiment was concentrated. Soon after this event 
there descended over the whole picture, like some evil genius, the 
spectre of mud. We remember eating mud, drinking mud, 
sleeping in mud, waking in mud. In mud we lost our posses- 
sions ; out of mud we appropriated those of others; yet possibly 

1 At this time the Headquarters of the Regiment consisted of the following 
officers :—Lieut.-Col. C. J. Sofer Whitburn, T'.D. (tn Command), Major Marquis 
Camden, T.D. (second in Command), Capt. F. Nixon, Adjutant, and Major R. 
Knowlden, Quartermaster, while the Squadron Leaders were Major Lord Sack- 
ville, T.D., (“ B” Squadron), Major R. B. Pott (“C” Squadron), and Major 
Str Samuel Scott (“A"’ Squadron). Later on Major Lord Sackville became 
second in Command of the Regiment and the Command of “ B” Squadron devolved - 
on Major G. M. Style. In order to reduce the number of Squadrons to War 


establishment, “‘ D”’ Squadron had been absorbed into “‘ A” “B” and“C” 
tmmediately after mobslization. 
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it was the endurance of this mud, which helped us through the 
cold and storms of Gallipoli, of the Jerusalem heights and of 
France and Flanders in later days. Whatever be the truth of 
this, whether due to mud or in spite of mud, about this time 
the conviction began to dawn upon us that we had become 
soldiers. | , | 
At the beginning, “ Discipline ” was a constant topic for 
Brigade and Regimental orders. The germ of Discipline as 
understood in the Army had hardly thrust its tender leaf 
through the caked soil of civilian habits. Soldierly bearing, 
the perfect salute, the unquestioned attention to orders, and the 
other full-blown flowers of military life were by no means 
universal. Yet, in the place of the spirit of discipline, we had 
the desire and inclination, common to all, to have things properly 
done, rather because we liked to have it so, than because these 
things were so ordered. In matters of dress too some are born, 
others are made smart. A few have neither the will nor the 
inclination to improve their appearance. To excite interest 
and emulation among people of this type there was instituted 
a custom, which prevails in other Regiments, of selecting from 
the guard the smartest man each day for the orderly of the 
Commanding Officer, a post much coveted as it carried with it 
ease and leisure and evaded the discipline and routine of the 
guardroom. One day at guard-mounting, amid a bright array of 
blazing brass work, there appeared a drab-looking object. His 
boots and buttons were dingy; his coat was grimy and hung 
loosely on his scraggy frame and a wisp of straw clung to his 
dishevelled puttee. The Orderly Officer, gasping at the appari- 
tion, demanded an explanation. “It’s all right, sir,’ was the 
unabashed reply ; “ I’m not competing to-day.”’ (Tableau.) 
To those who do not know the Yeomanry, the relations 
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between Officers, N.C.O.’s and men will never be understood. 
Frequently each troop was a happy family from the same town 
or district, and if a Private received an order from a Sergeant— 
with the reply “ All right, Ginger,” it was not a term of dis- 
respect but merely the natural manner of answering a friend, 
who has, we will say, married your sister. 

Gradually, however, the military spirit grew in us and we 
increased in Discipline and Knowledge. Towards the end of 
the year 1914, it appeared unlikely that we should be called 
upon for active service abroad for some months and we settled 
down to train de novo according to the book, that is, working 
up from Individual and Troop training for the first month or 
two to Squadron and Regimental training during the Spring. 
We soon knew every inch of the drill ground at Canterbury, the 
road to Upstreet and the paths and byways of the Blean woods. 
We manned trenches and blocked roads by night to ward off 
threatened invasions—which never materialized—and we got 
as near as we were able to active service conditions by a week’s 
tour through the country, bivouacing by night at Lenham, 
Addington, Knole, Yalding, Sutton Vallence, and Wye. During 
this tour we met the Second Line in a sham fight near Penshurst, 
and a little later had more elaborate Brigade Manceuvres 
lasting several days and stretching from St. Margaret’s Bay to 
Whitstable. All very enjoyable. ‘C’est magnifique, mais ce 
n'est pas la guerre.” 

It is hardly necessary to remark that during all this time 
rumours of service overseas were frequent and varied. Franée 
was usually “‘ the favourite,” but other theatres of war such as 
Gallipoli and Mesopotamia had their turn. During the summer 
the Brigade was asked if it would volunteer for services over- 
seas dismounted and, as a result of the reply given, we received 
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definite marching orders about the beginning of September, 
and the issue of sun helmets proclaimed the East as our probable 
destination. - , 

Three hectic weeks followed. We had to learn the latest 
methods of digging trenches, the way to construct a bomb with 
& jam tin and a few nails and the way to throw such a bomb, 
when made. All these things were in their infancy. There 
existed cricket-ball bombs and some dangerous stick bombs, 
but Mills’ grenades, trench-mortars, and other delights were 
not yet born. 

Only horse-lovers can realize the vivid regret at handing 
over horses which we had ridden, trained, and groomed for more 
than a year, such regret being intensified by the knowledge that 
a new style of fighting under the ground was to replace the old 
galloping days. Only those who have been through it can 
realize the worry and trouble of changing in a few weeks Cavalry 
equipment for that of Infantry. But we did all realize acutely 
that we had had one of the best years of our lives. To the 
discomforts of billets; to the absence from our families, to the 
hfe in a crowd to those who had been used to comparative 
solitude, we had become accustomed ; but it was largely due 
to the inhabitants of Sturry, Westbere 1 and Fordwich that our 
leisure moments were made so happy and enjoyable. It is 
enough to say that they put themselves to every kind of invon- 
venience in their thoughtfulness to relieve our discomforts and 
provide relaxation for us, and we were and always shall be most 
grateful to them. 


1 Private C. A. Boorman died tn March 1915, while the Regiment was at 
Westbere. 


CHAPTER IT 
GALLIPOLI 
Serr. 23np To Duc. 3lsr, 1915 


T is the invariable experience in war that preparation, 
however prolonged, cannot avert some measure of con- 
fusion when action is first joined, and it is certain that the 
departure of the Regiment from England was no exception to 
the rule. 

After days of work and farewells, of drawing of equipment 
and handing over of horses, the Regiment paraded in the still 
. watches of the night, tired and worn, and wearing packs for the 
first time, marched into Canterbury. 

Possibly, many thought with regret of the sad contrast 
between reality and imagination; between the brilliant de- 
parture amid bands and bunting and this furtive emulation of 
thieves in the night. | a 

The train journey passed off without incident, and we found 
ourselves herded on to the 8.S. Olympic, a White Star Liner of 
50,000 tons, masquerading as H.M.T. 2810. Since then, having 
been crammed into cattle trucks in Palestine and France, and 
into trawlers in the Mediterranean and A‘gean Seas, we have 
come to look upon over-crowding as an incident of war. But 
in the days of the Olympic and especially during the first few 
days at sea, we got such a taate of the discomforts of active 
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service that even the rare privilege of being sick without 
restraint at the door of the General’s cabin seemed hardly a 
compensation for the glamour of service overseas. Yet perhaps 
there is some compensation in the memory of those nights in 
the Mediterranean as we glided at great speed through the 
calm waters, while a party of glee singers delighted us with 
their harmony, each member of the party beating time with the 
glow of his cigarette. In those days neither smoking on deck 


nor singing after dark was forbidden, or, if forbidden, was diffi- 
cult to control on so large a ship, and the lights were by no 


means dimmed. In fact, it was narrated how our destroyer 
escort left us at Gibraltar with the message, “Good-bye and 
good luck. You are looking like a gin palace !”’ 

After we had been at sea for a day or two we found that 
we had a stowaway on board in the person of Brian Osborne. 
This boy had left Eton at the age of 16 and become a Trumpeter 
in “A” Squadron. Owing to his age he was left behind, and 
indeed twice put out of the train at Canterbury. However, 
he managed to evade capture, hid up at Liverpool till dark and 
then smuggled himself on board. | 

About the fifth day, we were steaming away through a 
calm September afternoon, when two small boats came into 
view. They contained the crew of a French trawler, that had 
been sunk by a German submarine a few hours before. The 
huge Olympic was brought to and the castaways came on board. 
Doubtless it occurred to many of us what a wonderful target 
for a submarine was presented by this Leviathan of the Atlantic, 
lying motionless in a Mediterranean calm. 

Two hours later the alarm sounded ; we stood to our boat 
stations. The ship’s gun fired at a submarine sighted about 
500 yards away on the starboard bow. It was reported that 
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a torpedo had missed us by the usual inches. Anyhow we 
hurriedly changed our course from S.E. to N.W. and only 
resumed our original direction when night fell. 

We should have been a good prize—8000 Yeomen, to say 
nothing of several millionaires, Generals and their staffs. 

During the voyage it was persistently rumoured that we 
were to effect a landing in Palestine and make for Baghdad 
(only 500 or 600 miles across the desert !), that we were going 
to land in company with Italians at Smyrna, or somewhere on 
the coast of Asia Minor; and, when we arrived at Mudros, 
where the authorities seemed to be surprised to see us and to 
be uncertain of the best method of disposing of us, there seemed 
to be a fair chance of our going off to Salonika, to join the ex: 
pedition just started there. However, the powers-that-be 
extricated themselves from their dilemma by sending us to 
Gallipoli and on October 7th we landed from the trawler Abbasta 
on the rickety causeway of stranded boats at Lancashire Landing, 
Cape Helles, and heard the guns and saw the flashes and star 
shells for the first time. 

Enthusiasm at the prospect of immediate utility, coupled 
with a sense of imminent danger, combined to keep everybody 
cheerful, a spirit undamped even by the exhaustion of an 
apparently interminable march, over rocks and stones and 
past mysterious dug-outs in the side of the cliffs. At last we 
were told that we had reached our bivouac area. We sank 
down ‘almost where we stood and fell asleep. 

We had arrived at a seat of war. 

The next three months can hardly be described in detail. 

They were a mixture of hot days, followed by wet or snow, of 


1The Olympic carried practically all those who subsequently formed the 
74th Yeomanry Division, with a number of R.A.M.C., A.S.C., etc., etc. 
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taking overs and reliefs, of digging and mining, of jaundice 
and dysentery. We had our pleasant moments and no lack of 
amusing incidents, but for many, what the doctors called 
gastronomic troubles deprived us of enthusiasm fof the place. 
We also had a very fair share of mud and those who have seen 
the Gully Ravine, our main alley of communication from the 
sea to the trenches, converted in one night into a roaring torrent 
and in a day or two into a slough of despond, have some idea 
of the force of November storms in the Agean Islands. 

We had our first taste of these deluges two days after our 
‘ arrival at our bivouac in the Gully Ravine. It is hardly necessary 
to say that the art of putting up a waterproof sheet so as to keep 
out rain or sun was not included in our home training. Little 
good would it have been anyhow. Those details are only 
learned by experience. No man really knows how to shoe a 
horse until he has been kicked in the stomach once or twice. 
Suffice it to say that we were washed out. 

At the end of October when the Regiment were bivouaced 
in Geoghegan’s Bluff, another wash out took place. Here the 
mud in which we had planted our bivouacs merely slipped from 
under and conditions became impossible. Some were submerged 
in the debris, others huddled up in the driest corner they could 
find. For many there was no remedy except in unreasoning 
optimism, and such, discarding clothes and cover, walked about 
naked in the dark singing appropriate songs and thus awaited 
the dawn. | | 

Finally, about November 15th, a storm which had been 
threatening for some hours suddenly broke. A terrific deluge 
of rain, turning into sleet and snow in an hour or two, converted 
the Gully Ravine into a roaring torrent in places 50 feet wide 
and 6 feet deep. The banks were lined with supply and other 
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dumps, and in a short time, rations, saddles, tents and live 

stock were being carried quickly to the sea. We at Helles 

were more lucky than the troops at Suvla or Anzac in this great 
blizzard of snow and sleet. Whether the old hill of Achi Baba 

was @ prote:tion from the storm, or whether the precipitous 

cliffs of Fusilier Bluff and of Trolley and Essex Ravines provided -. .. 
a better drainage system for the slush and water, it is difficult 

to say. Anyhow we were lucky to escape with few cases of 
frostbite. 

Those who like travel should visit the Peninsula, if only to 
see the holes in the rocks where the Troglodites of 1915 lived. 
Other records of the campaign will soon be few. The trenches 
dug in the light sandstone soil probably slipped in and dis- 
appeared long before the Armistice. The tracks and roads once 
so familiar were doubtless covered with luxuriant vegetation, 
even in 1916. The watercourses on the steep hillsides have 
probably swept away all relics of our short occupation. The 
signs of war soon disappear in these semi-tropical countries. 
Nature reasserts herself even when civilization is not there to 
hasten the work of restoration, and any of us who are able to 
visit our old haunts in spring or autumn will be lost in admiration 
for the beauty of the scenery, vegetation and climate, and - 
wonder how it was possible to have endured such moments of 
discomfort in a spot so beautiful. 

We must confess that we did not have to bear the brunt of 
the campaign on the Peninsula. We were not present at the 
marvellous landings, we did not fight our way up to Krithia, 
or attack the Vineyard. April 25th, June 28th, August 6th, 
were dates of which we only knew the significance by hearsay 
and by the evidence of our eyes. We could still see the dead 
bodies lying out in front of the trenches: from the smells and 
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the plague of flies, from the jaded state of the troops whom we 
telieyed we could understand a little of the conditions of those 
summer months. It is no slur on those whom we relieved to 
say that the trenches werei n an awful condition, both as 
defensive positions, as protection from shell-fire and as sanitary 
residences. Our predecessors had been through the worst of all 
possible experiences, a series of futile attacks, lack of ammunition 
and materials, with many casualties unrelieved by success in the 
actions in which they occurred and a continuous and increasing 
diminution of numbers owing to the ravages of jaundice, 
dysentery and other illnesses. We arrived in a condition of 
physical fitness, almost impossible to surpass. We were able 
to do what the others could not do. | 

_ The South-Eastern Mounted Brigade were initiated into 
_ Trench Life by the 42nd Division, who held the line from the 
sea to just beyond Border Barricade. After a few weeks the 
Brigade had the Fusilier Bluff sector allotted to it permanently 
and be it said at once that in the course of many and varied 
adventures in the future we were never to meet with a Brigade 
' Staff who, in circumstances of great difficulty, thought or 
worked so unceasingly for us as did Brigadier-General Clifton 
Brown, Captain Robinson, and Captain Charles Hoare (W.K.Y.), 
and it was largely due to their persistence and perseverance 
that we were able to get more sandbags and other necessaries, 
at that time exceedingly rare, for making the trenches more 
‘sanitary, more safe and more habitable. 

Day and night we worked to this end and at the same time 
by various ingenious devices and methods of nritation awoke 
among the enemy a spirit of resentment, which had been allowed 
to become dormant. The Regimental Bombing Section received 
@ special appreciation from the G.O.C. and “the coolness and 
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enterprise displayed by Corporal Corbin, Lance-Corporal Kemp 
and Private Hibbs while on a particularly difficult patrol on the 
night of December 6th, 1915,” was the subject of an apprecia- 
tion by the Commanding Officer and one of the reasons for 
the subsequent award to Private Hibbs of the Serbian Medal. 

The spells in the trenches were periods of leisure and ease 
compared with the exhausting ordeals of the official rests in the 
Gully Ravine and the Eskilines. : | 

Living as we did cheek by jowl with the Turks in two parts 
of the line, mining operations were continuous, and many of us 
from our limited experience on the Peninsula may have learnt 
to view with sympathy any claim by miners for less work and 
more pay. But in war mining has its more dangerous side 
and an ‘‘A”’ squadron party had one most unpleasant night, 
when our mine ran into the Turks’ counter-mine. On November 
5th the following note appeared in orders: “‘ The C.O. wishes 
to express his appreciation of the manner in which the under- 
mentioned N.C.O.’s and men carried out their dangerous duties 
in No. 1 shaft during the recent occupation of the trenches :— 
Corporal Laskey, Corporal Corbin, Privates Barry, Buckland, 
Hind, R. Hunt, Garrett, M‘Murray, P. Munro, Shambrook, 
Courtney Smith, §. Thomson, Wharton, F. C. Piper and J. N. 
Harrison.”” And again, when one of our mines was blown 
up on December 7th the Commanding Officer called especial 
attention to “the pluck and determination of Privates Grant, 
J. L. P. Hunt and G. C. Brewer (“‘ B ’”’ Squadron).”’ 

Towards the middle of December, a variety of rumours, 
assisted by a number of new defence schemes disturbed the 
monotony. Suddenly, on the evening of December 19th we 
saw great clouds of smoke a few miles to the north of us and a 
day or two later we received an army order telling us of the 
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evacuation of Suvla and Anzac and pointing out in firm and 
unmistakable terms that we at Helles were the last survivors 
of the British Army on the Gallipoli Peninsula, that we had — 
our backs to the sea and that it was our only hope to hold off 
the concentrating army of the Turks to the bitter end. 

The proclamation was distributed broadcast and no doubt 
reached the destination for which it was mainly intended, namely 
the Turkish trenches. 

During the evacuation of Suvla and Anzac we at Helles had 
assisted with some offensive operations. The 2nd Division on 
our right made a spirited attack and the Regimental bombers 
took part in a fray at the Crater near Border Barricade. The 
following is an account by one who was there :—- 

On the high ground beyond the Border Barricade were two 
trenches, from which the Turk could obtain an excellent view of 
our position. A mine was put up under these, and the Lan- 
cashire Fusiliers after one repulse took the crater, made by the 
explosion ; they were then relieved by the Sussex Yeomanry, 
who shortly afterwards were heavily shelled and had a large 
number of casualties. In the meantime our bombers had left 
the Regiment in the Eski lines where they were in reserve, 
and were coming up the Gully. Their journey was impeded 
by a continuous stream of wounded coming down and by 
frequent stoppages due to the heavy shelling. The Gully was 
the sole means of communication and the Turks had its range 
to a nicety. 

Beyond Essex Barricade (within 400 yards of our destina- 
tion) we met Colonel Whitburn, who had been into the crater 
and it was due to his persistence that we were able to get the 
requisite number of bombs. To those used to superfiuity of 
bombs, ammunition and the like, it is necessary to explain 
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that there was always a shortage at Helles, and obtaining 
authority to draw sufficient bombs for a serious operation was - 
like drawing teeth from a rhinoceros. 

About this time Mr. Day, who was in charge of the bombers, 
had an argument with an Officer of another Brigade on the 
question of seniority and the command of the operations. — 
Fortunately a fragment of shell struck the Officer on the seat of 
his pants and Mr. Day was left in possession of the field. The 
war was able to proceed. 

To get into the crater was no easy matter. From the old 
trenches, which were badly battered about, there was a hole of 
7 feet long by 2 feet 6 inches broad, and through this we crawled 
with difficulty with our boxes of bombs and other impedimenta. 
The crater itself was 90 feet in diameter and 25 in depth and 
littered with rifles, equipment, bomb-boxes and some dead and 
wounded. : 

The three teams were in charge of Corporals Palmer, Cham- 
pion and Clifford respectively. Two teams set to work to 
consolidate, the third remaining in reserve. All night long we 
worked, building a back and parados to a new trench on the 
lip of the crater and trying to put up some kind ofa parapet in 
front. This was almost impossible as a Turkish Maxim played 
incessantly on the sand-bags and ripped them open as soon as 

they were in position. Needless to say the night was full of 
| alarms, though these arose mainly from the troops, not our 
own, in the trenches behind us, who had suffered pretty severely 
from shock and shell during the day. When dawn broke at 
last we had as good a view of the Turkish trenches as they had 
had formerly of ours, and a camel convoy coming down the 
trenches gave us some good shooting practice. 

_ About 11.30 a.m. the rain came down and washed away most 
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of our labour of the night before and for other obvious reasons 
made the crater unbearable ; but the Turk was equally at sea 
in the rain and kept quiet and, later on, our relief arrived. Ina 
torrent reaching to our knees we went down the Gully to a rest 
camp and finished up a bad experience with an excellent issue of 
rum. | 

‘* In recognition of the pluck and devotion to duty, displayed 
by him in the recent operations in Boyd’s crater,” the C.O. 
appointed Corporal Palmer to be Lance-Sergeant, and all the 
bombing section had the pleasure of knowing that they had 
acquitted themselves to their own and everybody else’s complete | 
satisfaction. 

A day or two later the Regiment took over the trenches again 
and on Christmas Day the following messages were exchanged : 
“December 25th. To Officer on Patrol, Firing Line. Please 
convey to all Officers, N.C.O.’s and men on duty, best wishes of 
C.O. and Headquarter Officers for as Merry a Christmas as the 
Turks will allow. (Signed) Adjutant, Essex Ravine, 0001.” 
The following reply was received: “Every one on duty in 
firing and support lines thanks the C.O. and H.Q. Officers for 
their kind wishes which they reciprocate to the full, Turks 
or no Turks. (Signed) C. H. B. Marsham, Capt., Officer 
on Patrol.” 

Two days later we were suddenly relieved in the trenches by - 
the 29th Division, and found our way down the Mule Trench, 
passing for the last time “ Y ” Ravine, where the little wooden © 
crosses marked the last resting-place of those who had laid down. 
their lives for the honour of their country and their Regiment. 

After a short halt at Gully Beach we arrived at length at 
Sad el Bahr and found our trawler close to the River Clyde ; 


we embarked in the glare of the burning piles of stores, incident- 
2 
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ally of most beautiful leather waistcoats, which there had not 
been time to issue, and sailed away. 
We had actually been at Helles from October 7th to Decem- 


ber 31st, and though we had our bad days, like every one else . 


in war or peace, there were some redeeming features. At times 
the peace of the autumn evenings, as we lay on the hillside and 
watched the sun setting over Imbros was worth all the worries 
of war. The mail service was excellent and the food good.! 
Every one realized the difficulties of transport and supply and 
marvelled at the success with which they were. overcome. 
Perhaps we did wonder whether the fare provided was the best 
fare for troops in the near East ; probably we were surprised to 
find such feeble supplies of bombs and gun ammunition, and 
pitied the wretched gunners who were limited often to two or 
three rounds a day ; and certainly we recognized that the most 
unpleasant part of the whole business was our inability to get 
away from the noise. Whether in the trenches or in reserve 
as far from the trenches as was possible we could not escape 
from the intermittent racket by day or night. But, in war, a 
want in one direction is made up by an unexpected supply in 
another; a wrong may balance a right. Sea bathing, for 
instance, could be weighed against a prevalence of lice and 
fleas, sunsets against rain, sun against deluge. There is always 
@ pive and take somewhere if you look for it. 

And even grumbling has its funny side. We did not do so 
badly at this, but some of the North countrymen beat us at 
the game. One night as a “C” Squadron fatigue was singing 
its way to the trenches, there came a voice from a dug-out, 


1 We had fresh meat twice weekly, and there was a bakery near Lancashire 
Landing. The water supply was very fair, but water heoesly: chlorinated is 
not a palaiable ingredient for tea. 


\ 


GALLIPOLI | 19 


‘“‘?Ow long ’ave you been ’ere?” Answer—‘ Three weeks.” 
The Voice—‘ You won't sing like that, when you’ve been ’ere 
three bloody months.”” Answer (not polite)—“G’arn. You're 
all grousing and lice. We'll sing like this, when we’ve been 
here three bloody years.” Fortunately we were not tested to 
this extent. 

We went on to the Peninsula a Regiment of 25 Officers and 490 
other ranks; we left it with our numbers reduced to 14 Officers 
and 267 other ranks. The greater part of the difference was — 
due to sickness. Actually serving with the Regiment when 
we were last in the line, there were only 9 Officers left. These 
included Colonel Whitburn, Major Lord Sackville, Major Sir 
8. Scott, Major R. B. Pott, Major G. Style and Surgeon-Major 
Trouton. With no intention of making a “ personal ”’ remark, 
it may be mentioned that the average age of these Officers was 
between forty-eight and fifty years. This demonstrates one of 
two things ; either that the older men were harder than their 
juniors, or that they were less liable to the diseases which proved 
fatal to so many. | 

Our actual casualites on Gallipoli were 10 killed or died and 
25 wounded. . 

The following extract from orders published on January Ist, 
1916, forms a fitting conclusion to our first stage of active 
service. , 

“The C.O. and Officers of this Regiment wish, now that 
their first phase of their share in the war is over, to express 
their great appreciation to all ranks, at the exemplary way in 
which they met every danger and hardship, exhibiting a spirit 
of courage and endurance worthy of the highest traditions of 
the country. 

“Those who have lost their lives leave memories which 
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require no tribute from them, but, while paying the debt of 
respect and honour which is their due, they rejoice to feel that 
the casualties of the Regiment have been small, compared to 
the work done.” 

The following men were killed on Gallipoli or died from 
wounds or sickness:—G. B. Atkins (“B”), F. G L. G. 
Bacon (M.G.S8.), W. J. Bates (H.Q.), J. A. Beal (“B”’), W. J. 
Boorer (“A’’), H. A. Davies (“A”), E. G. Glass (“A”), R. 
Holmes (H.Q.), R. G. M‘Murray (“A’’), C. C. Theobald 
(“B’’). : 


MuprRos 


On the morning of January Ist, 1916, we dropped anchor in 
Mudros Harbour. What peace and calm! No more whizz- 
bangs or flying pigs, no more thuds of the bullets as they hit 
the parapet, no more rattle of machine guns, no more strays 
zipping down the gully: in fact no more risk. What a relief 
to have a decent wash and shave and to live again in a tent 
after three months under a bivouac sheet! We soon settled 
down to our new surroundings and in a few days buttons and 
badges shone anew. In fact we even deceived two old-timers, 
who took us for novices and were overheard to remark, ‘‘ What 
these fellows want is two or three months in the trenches.” 
We thank you, ancient warriors (who perhaps had spent the 
campaign in Lemnos); we had had enough of trenches, but 
your unintended compliment was not without humour! 

For all that it took some time to remove from our shirts 
the denizens of the Peninsula, and some may remember the 
amusement caused by the Officer’s servant who ran one to 
ground, caught him in public and demonstrated his capture to 
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the Regiment as it returned from a route march under command 
of the owner of the shirt. 

At Mudros some enjoyed the peace and quiet, the visits to 
Therma, the picturesque village away in the hills, the gorgeous 
sunrises and the wealth of spring flowers just appearing. Others 
were bored with the inactivity, loathed the wet days and in- 
fected their friends with their restlessness. The complete 
absence of mails only emphasized the loneliness and in those 
days the authorities had not arrived at the excellent habit 
which they learnt towards the end of the war of treating the 
soldier as a sensible mortal and explaining the why and where- 
fore of things. Still, to be bored or not bored is only a matter 
of individual temperament and all were quite ready for new 
scenes when on February Ist the order came to embark, and 
after a few days we arrived at Alexandria and settled down at 
Sidi Bishr. | 

During February the South-Eastern Mounted Brigade was 
amalgamated with the Eastern Mounted Brigade, under the 
title of the 3rd Dismounted Brigade. Brigadier-General H. 
W. Hodgson, being the senior Brigade Commander, took over 
the command. It was with great regret that we bade farewell 
to our old Brigadier, as is shown by the following letters :— 


From Brigadier-General H. Clifton Brown :— 

“TI have had the honour of commanding you for nearly 
three years, in peace and war. I feel very sad at leaving you. 
No Brigadier could have been more loyally served. No Brigade 
has left a better name behind it in the old country than you 
have. No Brigade could have shown a more cheerful spirit 
or have done better work for their country than you did for 
three months in the trenches at Helles. 

‘“No finer body of Englishmen exists than the Yeomen of 
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Kent and Sussex. I am confident, whether mounted or dis- 
mounted, you will keep up your reputation. 

“IT wish you all God-speed and good luck and hope we 
shall all meet again at home when peace comes along. 

‘Let us all do our utmost to finish the war and when it is 
over to keep green the memory of those on our Roll of Honour.” 


From Major R. B. Pott, commanding West Kent (Q.0.) 
Yeomanry :— 

“On behalf of the Officers, Warrant Officers, N.C.O.’s and 
Men of the 1/1 West Kent Yeomanry, I write to say with what 
regret we have learnt of the changes which will deprive us of 
you as our Brigadier. Such efficiency as we have attained we 
owe to your untiring efforts to make us fit to take our place 
in the great struggle, and during the years in which you have 
commanded us you have both earned and won from all ranks 
that affection which comes from complete confidence. 

‘We also wish to convey to your staff our grateful thanks 
for all their labours on our behalf which have been fully 
appreciated. 

“We wish you God-speed and good luck in whatever new 
command you may be called upon to assume, but whatever 
that command may be and whatever the future may have in 
store for you, you will never command troops who feel for you 
more respect, trust and affection both as a soldier and personally, 
than those whom you are now leaving to their great and lasting 
regret.”’ 
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CHAPTER III 
EGYPT 
THE CANAL 


HE history of our stay in Egypt divides itself into two 
parts, Hell and Heaven; or, in other words, the Canal 
and the Western Front; and, whereas it was not an entirely 
bad hell, so it was not a completely perfect heaven. Still, 
we saw 8 little more of the world at the expense of His Majesty’s 
Government, many of us had opportunities of seeing the sights 
of Egypt and we cannot but admit that the next year of war 
was for us completely free from danger, even though the climate 
‘with its recurring Khamseens and sand storms was not always 
kind, and septic sores were a source of continual annoyance. 
For the first few months we were buoyed up with the hope 
of becoming again a Cavalry Regiment. We heard rumours of 
. protests and deputations; the senior Officers learnt to form 
fours and others went to Infantry courses.. We had no idea 
of what was passing in the official mind, but certainly the 
pendulum of our future was being hurled to and fro with con- 
siderable acrimony. The beginning of 1916 was a time when 
the authorities on war were in doubt as to the utility of Cavalry ; 


man power was becoming an acute problem; the supply of 


horses and possibly of saddlery for such large numbers was no 
doubt a difficulty also. On the other hand, these troops had 
23 ‘ 
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been trained as Cavalry, and many were most reluctant to 
advocate that the work of years should be scrapped and that 
the Cavalry Regiments should be formed into Infantry Bat- 
talions. For to retain us as Cavalry Regiments without horses 
was impossible. Our numbers were not large enough for 
open warfare, dismounted, and the amalgamation of Regiments 
in those early days, when importance was attached to the old 
esprit de corps, would have appeared to be a risky experiment. 
Perhaps we may be allowed to ask why it was not possible to 
make up the first line units into Infantry Battalions by 
amalgamation with, or drafts from, the second and third lines, 
but this question, like so many other problems of the war, has 
never been answered—in public. 

Whatever may have been the ramifications behind the 
scenes, we remained Cavalry on foot until the autumn; by 
that time we had got so accustomed to our feet that the change to 
Infantry was regarded by most of us as the only logical outcome. 

The first month after our arrival, was spent at Sidi Bishr, 
where we picked up many old friends, who had been evacuated 
from the Peninsula with wounds and sickness, and found many 
new friends in the shape of a big draft of Officers and men from 
the second and third lines. We also found a huge mail, which 
had been piling up for weeks, as well as Christmas fare sent out 
from home by the Ladies’ Association. All these things and 
the pleasure of being near a large town like Alexandria after 
over four months’ banishment combined to offset the prospect 
of an extended exile in the Kast. | 

In March rumour still spoke of us as about to become 
Cavalry once more. Instead we went to El Kubri on the Suez 
Canal and became an adjunct to a Labour Corps. We took 
our share in fortifying the Canal. We sweated and dug, and dug 
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and sweated, and the sandstorms came and blew the sand back | 
into the trenches we had made. At intervals we manned 
posts, went for route marches, bathed in the Canal, played 
" football and hockey and held athletic sports. And this routine - 
continued at Suez, El Shatt and El Ferdan, while the Egyptian 
sun became hotter and hotter and our septic sores became mure 
and more virulent.! 7 

The Englishman is a domestic creature. He likes to stay 
in one place, however awful that place may be, and it becomes 
his home. On the Canal we hated moving, not because we 
loved any of our residences, but because of the misery of chang- 
ing one for another. 

The following account, more or less veracious, appeared in 
the Regimental Magazine and gives an idea of our feelings 
about “ Moves.” | 


A RECOLLECTION OF THE SUMMER OF 1916 


Thursday is the red letter day and the black letter day of our 
regiment. We always have our “moves” on a Thursday. 
Sometimes it 1s a good move, by which I mean that we are all 
“fed up” with one place and look forward to the next. It 
was so, when we left our little country village and set sail for 
the Dardanelles. It was so, when we got off the great ship, 
where our legs were cramped, and crowded into a trawler 
bound for the Peninsula. It was so, again, when we left the 
said Peninsula—for we were glad to be still alive—and it was 
so on the Canal, where we exchanged one camp more beastly 
than the last, for one which in turn proved more loathsome. 
than its predecessor. — | 

1 Extract from Brigade Orders, May 28th, 1916. “The Brigade 
Commander has received a letter from General A. Mudge, Commanding ‘C’ 
Subsection (of the Canal), bringing to notice a very gallant act performed by 


Lt. F. W. Cramer Roberts at Kubri. Though fully dressed and in hts field- 
boots, he rescued a man who was drowning tn mid-stream.”’ 
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Yet more often the “move” is what every one terms 
‘ rotten.’’ There are the days of hustle which precede it, 
then all the preparations, the packings up, the apparently 
unnecessary disturbance of an uncomfortable peace by the 
heckling Adjutant and the irresponsive Quartermaster—in 
fact the inroad into one’s life of officials who are all right in 
their own places but undesirable elsewhere. 

The actual day dawns, but long before the dawn, the mules 
are fed, the Quartermaster has had his cup of tea, the men are 
beginning to force their greatcoats into their packs as they 
collect their few belongings for the last time. Breakfast is 
got ready in a hurry, for the dixies have to be loaded up by 
7.30 a.m.; breakfast is eaten in a hurry, for the mess tins must 
be cleaned, and hung upon the packs in time to parade at 
8 o'clock ; rifles are neglected in a hurry, because there will be 
no rifle inspection to-day ; and the Quartermaster’s tent, the 
last survivor—for have not the others been taken down and 
sent in advance ?—that comes down and is packed upon the 
waiting limber. A motor cyclist, struggling through the sand 
with difficulty discovers the Adjutant (who is feeding flies to a 
chameleon) and hands him a message. “As you were.” We 
thought as much. The “move” is postponed. Some man 
in the red tab circle has got the wind up: there is a mental 
‘stand to arms ”’ in anticipation of a visionary attack and the 
order goes out, “‘The Blanks had better not move to-day.”’ 
So we sit down again quietly. The Adjutant continues to 
feed the chameleon, the Quartermaster damns everybody and — 
everything and turns in for a well-earned rest. The officers 
re-read for the third time the very old newspapers which they 
had intended to leave for their successors. The men rig up a 
few shelters with blankets, rifles and string (see official plan) 
to keep the sun from their heads, and all indulge in a period of 
uncomfortable rest until the official tension is removed. Of 
course we do not know what is happening in the official mind, 
but after two or three similar rampages we cease to care. 

However, after a few days, this time without warning, we 
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are ordered to complete our move. Orders as before. Parade 
as before. All bored as before. We fall in and stand easy and 
after the usual preliminaries (more or less of a ceremonial 
nature) we march off “ at ease.” I may say for the sake of the 
uninitiated (if such a person still exists in the British Isles or 
Empire) that marching at ease consists in carrying your rifle 
in such a way that it is (1) lighter to carry than at the formal _ 
“slope ” or “ trail,” (2) hung in such a position as not to inter- 
fere with the rest of the Christmas Tree decorations with which 
@ soldier on the move is bedecked. __ 

To resume, the day is hot, very hot—over 100°, perhaps 
110° in the shade—but then it is always over 110° in the shade 
when we move, and the authorities cannot arrange our moves 
to coincide with a full moon. After absorbing unlimited sand 
for two or three miles the regiment halts at a siding, piles arms, 
takes off its burdensome equipment and emerges from the 
military caterpillar into the civilian butterfly. In other words, 
the baggage has to be shifted and the soldier becomes a dock 
hand or railway porter. The baggage js stupendous ; there are 
the kit bags ; they are the flea bites of the undertaking and, after 
all, a man does not mind moving fifty or sixty kit bags if his own 
is amongst them, but when it comes to Officers’ kit, he becomes 
peevish ; tents, picks, shovels and impedimenta generally do 
not make him enthusiastic, but carrying such items as meat 
safes and the canteen piano is almost too much. A regiment 
can soon accumulate some curious odds and ends, and clings 
lovingly to them under all circumstances. | 

Well, after a good deal of sweating, the stuff is moved from 
the dump on to a barge, the men put their kits on again, look 
regretfully at their rifles—now thick with dust—and troop after 
the baggage. The barge makes a leisurely journey for about 
10 miles and then the performance is repeated. This time the 
stuff is transhipped on to a train, which does not arrive in time 
so that the baggage has to be dumped on the shore (for the barge 
must return immediately, see Operation Order No. 2). A delay 
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occurs during which time the men are invited to eat what is 
called the “ unexpended portion of the day’s rations ”—some 
call it the “‘ unexpired portion,” but it is not so bad as all that. 
The heat is stupendous and bully and biscuits not too easy to 
swallow. However, after a while the baggage somehow gets 
into the train, the men squash into seats like those in the 
pictures of railway locomotives in 1850, and the train moves 
down the line towards our next haven ofrest. Repeat the above 
process twice, finish the contents of your water bottle, arrive at 
your new camp after dark and find that no one knows the way 
and that the advance party, ceasing to expect you at that time 
of night, is taking a well earned siesta in the canteen, wander 
about for half an hour, listen to your Officers’ impotent 


- Imprecations directed against all those in authority and the 


advance party in particular, and finally tumble up against your 
own cook-house, somehow smuggled in advance by the thought- 
ful Quartermaster, and find a splendid dinner awaiting you, by 
order of the considerate Adjutant, consume the food with relish, 
and forgetful of the rotten day, roll over for “the best sleep 
you've had for months,” and that is what often happens when 
the Regiment moves. 


Our views on the Canal in general were set to verse by 
Captain (now Major) C. G. B. Marsham and also appeared in the 
Magazine. 


HYMN TO BE USED BY THOSE IN EGYPT 
(During the Summer) 


I 

We came from Turkey’s Mountains 

To Egypt’s blazing strand, 
Where Afric’s sunny fountains 

Are mostly choked with sand. 
We've seen its ancient river, 

We’ve seen its palmy plain, 
Our greatest hope is never . 

e To see the place again. 
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II 


We've been to Pompey’s pillar, 
We've fished in the Canal, 

If we haven’t got a sunstroke, 
No doubt in time we shall! 

They’ve placed us East of Suez 
Our heads are fit to burst, 

And we quite agree with Kipling 
That “ A man can raise a thirst.” 


~ 


III 


We've felt those gentle showers, 
Whose very rain is sand, 

We’ve seen, like Joseph’s brethren 
The bareness of the land. 

We've tried the plagues of Egypt, 

i We know the flies and lice, 

We sympathise with Pharaoh, 

: Who hadn’t any ice. 


IV 


What though the spicy Breezes 
Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s ‘Isle, 

They ain’t much use to us blokes 
What sweat beside the Nile!. 

In vain with lavish kindness 
They issue ration jam 

We're blinking with sun blindness, 
And no one cares a damn. 


V 


From Sidi Bishr to Kubri, 
From Suez to El Shatt 
There’s nothing here but niggers 
Each blacker than your hat. 
The sun has scorched our noses, 
And our idea of bliss 
Is for another Moses 
To take us out of this. Amen. 
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In the last few days of July El Ferdan provided us witha 
short spell of excitement. Operations were in progress some- 
where in the neighbourhood. Whether the Turks were attack- 
ing us or we the Turks, we know not, but the old armoured train 
bustled out from Ismailia, troop trains clanked up the line 
throughout the night, and the Monitor from Suez'came sweeping 
up the Canal. We learnt afterwards that in that night started 
the advance on El Arish, which over a year later led to Gaza 
aod Jerusalem. 


One Regiment of the Brigade (The Sussex Yeomanry) © 


was sent off on some mysterious mission. We prepared to 
start, stood to, stood down, waited about and finally—were put 
in the train and found ourselves at Alexandria again. 

Here Lieut. D. 8. Campbell, to the interest of his Squadron 
and his friends, continued his courtship. 

Here too the Regiment with regret bade farewell to Lt.-Col. 
Whitburn, who was suddenly summoned to England to assist 
the Government in Financial matters. | 
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CHAPTER IV 
MATRUH 


FEW days later under the command of Lt.-Col. Lord 
Sackville we embarked in those ancient ships the Missr, 
and the Borulos and after a night of sickness arrived at our new 
destination, about 125 miles west of Alexandria, Marsa Matruh. 
To those who saw the few white houses of the Greek traders, 
the single Mosque, the Bedouin encampments, the barracks of 
_ the Egyptian Coastguard and their old Fort at the entrance to 
the harbour, it was difficult to realize that, under the name of 
Paretonium, Marsa Matruh had been a celebrated watering- 
place in Roman times and had even received a visit from 
Cleopatra nearly two thousand years before. To be sure, 
later on, we did find some ancient steps leading from the rocks 
into the Salt Lake and imagined the beautiful inhabitants of a 
Roman villa stepping gracefully down to bathe; .but apart. 
from this and a few pieces of old glass and an occasional Roman 
coin, there was no other trace of a former greatness. 
Incidentally we had arrived to carry on the campaign against 
the Senusgl, a sect of Mohammedans who, fired by fanatical 
zeal or, more probably, financed by German money and inspired 
by the hope of gain, had risen from the Desert in December 1916. 
With arms and ammunition supplied by the Turks or 
captured from the Italians, with troops collected from the Aulad 
; 3t 
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Ali, the great Bedouin tribe which stretches from Alexandria to 
Tripoli, they were able to put into the field about 3500 men. 

To meet this new peril troops of all sorts were collected in 
Alexandria and dumped with little organization at Matruh. 
The victories gained by them in the neighbourhood on Christmas 
Day and on January 21st did little, as it proved, towards sett- 
ling the question, as on each occasion the Senussi got away the 
greater part of his force and guns. Followig our usual custom, 
we then sat down to organize, and by the end of February 
we were ready. An advance began along the coast. Thanks 
mainly to the South Africans and the charge of the Dorset 
Yeomanry, the enemy received a blow at Agagia on February 
28th, and on March 24th at Sollum, the armoured cars scattered 
them to the winds. Two days later, the Duke of Westminster 
took 42 cars for 125 miles across an uncharted desert to 
rescue the Tara prisoners. If he could do this, it is permissible 
to ask why he was not allowed to take his cars to Siwa (125 
miles on charted routes), forestall the reunion of the Senussi 
forces and finish the campaign. The Senussi rising was a danger 
for several reasons. It was liable to foment trouble among 
the native population of Egypt and the Sudan; it was a most 
costly undertaking to catch these wanderers of the desert; 
and such capture involved the employment of staffs and a large 
number of troops who would have been far better engaged 
elsewhere. To put it shortly, a hard blow at this moment 
might have finished the business. 

It might have saved thousands of pounds to the Exchequer. 
It might have also deprived the West Kent Yeomanry of a period 
of complete rest for six months during the war. 

For the 3rd Dismounted Brigade, under Brigadier-General 
H. W. Hodgson, arrived on the Western Front in August, and 
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proceeded to take the Senussi seriously. By this time both 
Matruh and Sollum, these tiny coast-guard stations were sur- 
rounded with continuous wire and chains of Forts.1_ At Matruh 
we calculated that we were protected from the enemy by at 
least 500 miles of barbed wire. It is enough to say that except 
for a few marauding Bedouins the Senussi army kept inland, 
at least 125 miles from the coast. However, for a few weeks 
we took them seriously. We sent out patrols, who wandered 
in the desert; we arrested the Soudanese Coast Guard who 
strayed into our lines; we shot at natives who tried to steal 
our bully beef. 

Gradually, however, the position cleared and many of us 
went about the country unarmed, catching quail, shooting 
sand-grouse or duck, visiting the battlefields of the previous 
Christmas, or studying the habits of the Bedouins who were 
fed by the Paternal Government in hundreds in the big 
encampment outside the wire. In addition, with excellent 
sea-bathing, good football, concerts and other amusements, 
we could not fail to enjoy the perfect weather of the autumn 
months. 

All this time we continued training, and the fact that the 
country was practically devoid of inhabitants, made the practice 
of open warfare much more realistic than usual. For once in a 
‘way it was possible to fire a rifle without the red flags and other 
warping influences of range practices. | 

In December the Powers-that-be finally made up their 
minds. The fiat went forth that as Cavalry we ceased 
to be. 


1 These places were important to hold as they might have formed good sub- 
marine bases tf in the possession of an enemy ; Austrian submarines did, in 
fact, succeed in landing stores and special envoys at various points -along the 
coast. 
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Brigadier-General Hodgson wrote :— 


‘““'We now become Infantry, and Battalions of Regiments 
which have in past wars earned distinction, and all of whom 
have in the present war created records for themselves, facts 
which should make us proud to associate ourselves with them 
and their fortunes. 

“The services rendered by Yeomanry Regiments will not 
be forgotten, and the services still to be rendered by the Yeo- 
manry Battalions of the distinguished Regiments of which you 
are to form a part must carry on that splendid record.” 


A period of intensive Infantry training then commenced. 

_ A week or two later we heard that we were to amalgamate 
with our old friends the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles, and 
to be known for the future by the comprehensive title of The 
10th (Royal East and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion Hast 
Kent Regiment, The Buffs. 

It is a curious coincidence that one of our most popular 
marching songs had been “‘ We’d be far better off in the Buffs.” 
We were now to prove it. | 

The first result of the amalgamation was the loss of many 
senior Officers who had laboured in peace and war for the well- 
being of those under their command. Those who had to relin- © 
quish their commands included Major R. B. Pott, who was still 
at: home sick, but as vigorous as ever, Major Sir Samuel Scott, 
. Major G. M. Style, and Major H. Rycroft. We were also to lose 
the doctor, Surgeon-Major Trouton, who, through his knowledge 
of Human Nature as much as of Medical Science, had cared for 
our ailments, real or pretended, for so many years. After a 
few of his well-chosen Irish expressions, a skrimshanker decided 
that the “old doc” was quite right, and that it was not worth 
_ while to swing the lead, Who will ever forget him in the Gully 
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Ravine as he dished out pailfuls of castor-oil and brandy to 
dysentery patients. There was one man, very ill, who could 
not get the draught down. The doctor danced round him 
shouting, “‘Mind over Matter—Mind over Matter.’’ The 
doctor’s will prevailed over the patient’s stomach, and the 
draught was swallowed. 

Captain O. M. Smith and Captain Botterell also left us about 
this time. There only remained Lieut.-Col. Lord Sackville, 
whose illness shortly after the amalgamation deprived us of 
his presence and help for the following year, and Major Knowlden 
whose vast experience, indefatigable energy, and undefeated 
repartee! were invaluable to the New Battalion for many 
months to come. He always got his way and, on the few occa- 
sions when the A.O.D. withheld their help, he helped himself— 
and us. None were so glad as the members of his old Regiment 
when he received the honorary rank of Lieut.-Colonel. 

During’the past few months, the ease and peace of Matruh 
made many of us restless. Hach mail from home brought 
news of younger brothers, cousins or friends who had taken 
commissions, and our relations began to ask why we were not 
following their example. Some had a decided preference for 
‘life in the ranks throughout the war, others up till now had 
decided to stay with the Regiment and “ see the thing through 
with the old crowd.” Seeing it through, however, proved to 
be a longer business than was originally expected and gradually 
the “commission” sluice was opened. The trickle commenced ; 
the stream became a torrent. After all, when the Army was 

1 One of these was a byeword. Water was often scarce during the summer 
months in Palestine. One day Major Knowlden, overhearing some audible 
comments on the missing water-carts, turned and delivered himself thus :—‘' You 


may call me a bald-headed old ——, but dyou think I’m Moses, able to strike 
a —— rock and get you water ?” 
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in need of Officers it was only to be expected that some who 
were well fitted by their age, mteligence, education, and 
physique should be taken from us. Still, as fast as they went, 
so fast were their places filled by others just as good. The 
new maxim of the war that “no man 1s indispensable ” held 
good with us too. At the same time, with few exceptions, 
the greater number of those who left us for commissions went 
within a few weeks of each other from Matruh: and we did 
fee] and regret their departure. 

War taught us yet another maxim, namely, that old ties 
can be broken and new ties formed without undue dislocation. 
At the beginning of the war the old “ D ” Squadron was broken 
up and distributed among “A,” “B,” and “C” Squadrons. 
Now, in order to convert three Squadrons of a Yeomanry 
Regiment into two Companies of an Infantry Battalion, “C” 
Squadron had to be sacrificed and was divided into two halves, 
one half joining with “A” Squadron to form the new “C” 
Company and the other half joining with “B” Squadron to 
form the new “D” Company. This done we set sailfor Sollum — 
and the official amalgamation of the two Regiments took 
place on February Ist, 1917. A draft of 33 joined us at Sollum, 
and several old members who had been with us on the Peninsula 
returned, having had the good fortune to survive the wreck 
of the [vernza off the Coast of Crete.! 

As this chapter brings to a close the period when the West 
Kent Yeomanry operated as a separate unit, the following 
short summary compiled by Sergeant L. Allen for the Regi- 
mental Magazine may serve to remind us in the future of our 

1 During this period the following men died :-—L. E. C. Thomas, of pneumonia, 


tn Hospital at Suez, March 1916, and E. A. Lusk in Hospital at Alexandria, 
September 1916. 
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attitude of mind and our speech from the aeye of Sturry to 
_ the day when we left Matruh. 


THE HISTORY OF THE REGIMENT IN EXPRESSIONS 


Turn out—Stand to your horses. 

“The enemy have landed at the Isle of Thanet. 

“The white force——”’ 

Oh .! Your rifle bolt’s in my knee. 

We can’t have a battle now—there’s a man without his mess-tin. 

Inoculation. Inoculation. Inoculation. 

Helmets and Active Service Paybooks to be drawn. 

Cheers! Cheers! Cheers! 

Sweepers. 

Can you tell me where “J” Deck is? 

Watertight doors. 

Knees up. | 

Oh, I do feel bad. 

Gangway for a naval officer. 

Alarm! Look out! Submarine! 

Bet we're for Alex. 

Isn’t she small compared with the Olympic ? 

Now we're for it. 

Hospital Ships—— Look ! 

Like a dream, isn’t it ? 

—— and —— this pack. , 

Bet your dug-out won’t keep out the rain. 

Hi. Here’s a dead body. 

——’s got one in the head. 

those whiz-bangs. 

More inoculations. 

Stretcher Bearers ! 

Fall in Mining Fatigue. Iron rations, water bottle, gas helmet, sling 
of 50 and rifle. 

Yes, lad, twas a big do on June 4th—we went o’er top. 

Hi! Get me a string of figs, tin of milk and box of Turkish delight. 

Say cook. Got any bacon fat ? 

Is that so? 16 degrees. Ye Gods! 

Eh. What’s that? Don’t believe it. 

‘When you hear a horn blow ! 

By Jove, that was®a near one. 

Shake hands, old pal. Quiet, isn "t it ? 

Look! There’s a female. 
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I thought the Jews were bad enough, but these Greeks ! 
Here they come. East Kentg leading. Some Tace | 
What’s that ? Egypt ? 

Gibbit Bucksheesh. Eggs de Cook. Berry good de news. 
£5 please, Quarter. 

Were you on that Sister Street Picquet ? 

Well I'm d—— 49 men per carriage. Give. it roof. 

Not bad swimming is it ? 

Six more men for this truck (Ba—a—ah. Moo—oo.) 

Of all the dirty, filthy towns I’ve seen—— 

More inoculation juice. : 

Another route march, 

Chinstraps up. Chinstraps down, Ag you were, 

Fall in. Put a border round this camp. — 

Sixty cubic feet per man per day perhaps. 

Wish I was a carpenter, 

More trucks, 

For heaven's sake shift us from here, There’s going to be a war. 
Yet another inoculation. | 
Good old Sidi Bishr. 

“Some” boat, I am bad. 

Not a bad place. Something like Mudros. 

Heard the Bully Beef Band ? 

Wadi Shag all clear. No Signs of the enemy. _ 

Our sentry saw a flare due south of —__ 

Form Fours! 1°11 | 


Yes. Saw the General last week. Good-bye, old man. 


NorE.—At the amalgamation 23 Officers and 426 other ranks were transferred 
to 10th The Buffs. Old Yeomen continued to wear the Yeomanry badges and 
shoulder titles 80 long as they remained with the Battalion, and puttees were 
always tied at thé ankle, instead of at the top as in the Infantry. In addition 


by the G.0.C. 741}, Division, by which old Yeomen who becamé casualties re- 
turned to the Y, comanry Battalions to which they belonged, instead of being 
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CHAPTER V 
PALESTINE 


Tur Seconp BAtrLeE oF Gaza 


pee now onwards this account relates the doings of the - 
10th (Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs. 

For a few weeks after the amalgamation of the East Kent 
and West Kent Yeomanries we continued our outpost duties 
at Sollum and still took the Senussi more or less: seriously. 
About the end of February we heard of the taking of Siwa, 
the great and ancient stronghold in the desert, by the armoured 
cars, and the surrender of the enemy, whom we ourselves had 
never met. | 

' For us, infantry training continued apace, until at the 
beginning of March we got our orders, and with some diff- 
culty, for our excess stores and baggage had grown upon us 
like barnacles on the bottom of a ship, moved to Alexandria 
and concentrated at Sidi Bishr for the third time. 
 Lieut.-Col. Firench Blake now assumed command of the 
Battalion, with Major C. H. Balston 2nd in Command, Capt. 
the Hon. H. F. P. Lubbock, Adjutant, Major R. Knowlden, 

Quartermaster, and Lt. G. H. Peckham, Transport Officer. 
- The Company Commanders were Capt. E. Hatfield (“A” 
Company), Capt. J. I. H. Friend (“B’” Company), Capt. C. 
Ponsonby (“C”’’ Company), and Capt. D. 8. Campbell (“D” 
Company). 
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We found ourselves for the first time a part of a full-blown - 


Infantry Brigade and Division. 

The 74th Division was commanded by Major-General 
E. 8. Girdwood, C.B., and was made up of three Brigades 
composed of the following Infantry Battalions :— 


229TH INFANTRY BriaaDE (Brigadier-General R. Hoare, D.S.0.). 
16th Devons (Royal 1st Devon and Royal North Devon 
Yeomanry). 
12th Somerset Light Infantry (Ww est Somerset Yeomanry) 
14th R.H. (Fife and Forfar Yeomanry). 
12th R.S.F. (Ayr and Lanark Yeomanry). 
230TH Inrantry Bricape (Brigadier-General A. J. M*Neill, 
D.S.0.). 
10th The Bufis (Royal East Kent and West Kent 
Yeomanry). 
16th Royal Sussex (Sussex Yeomanry). 
15th Suffolks (Suffolk Yeomanry). 
(12th Norfolks (Norfolk Yeomanry). 
23lst InrantTRY BricaDE (Brigadier-General C. E. Heathcote, 
C.M.G., D.8.0.). 
10th Shropshire Light Infantry (Shropshire and Cheshire 
Yeomanry). 
24th R.W.F. (Denbigh Yeomanry). 
25th R.W.F. (Montgomery and Welsh Horse Yeomanry). 
24th Welsh (Pembroke and Glamorgan Yeomanry). 


At last, after a month of preparation, of enjoyment and of 
expense, after many rumours and a false start or two, on 
April 11th we entrained for Kantara. 

The education of war may be slow but it is very sure, and 
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those who thought that, when they had spent ten hours in a 
cattle truck on the Egyptian State Railway, they were prepared 
for any discomforts that a railway journey could produce, 
were destined to a rude awakening on their introduction to 
the Kantara Military Railway. The humours of war may be 
recondite but they are very frequent, and no more humorous 
creation ever emanated from the brain of man than this railway 
in its early days. The reputations of war may be variable 
and uncertain, but the judgment of history, whatever of 
praise or censure it may have in store for other creations, is a 
foregone conclusion so far as concerns the first few months 
of this railway’s existence. 

But with all its rattlings, shakings and delays we must 
ever retain for this institution one streak of gratitude, for that 
without it we could never have viewed the Promised Land 
in time to take a part, however small a part, in the operations 
of April 1917. And, confirmed as he may be in his new-born 
enthusiasm for his feet as a mode of locomotion,no true Yeoman ‘ 
will ever be without some feelings of gratitude to any animal 
or machine in creation which, for however short a distance, 
allows him to forget his feet, to abandon his fours, and relin- 
quish his step. At last we reached Deir el Belah, and stood 
for the first time in the dust of Palestine. Here we collected 
a few more materials of war, of which perhaps the most import- 
ant and useful were 46 camels with their native drivers. 

The first serious business of the new war came to our lot 
soon after arriving on the night of April 15th, when the battalion . 
found itself on outpost duty. The familiarity of the scene, 
the absurd situation of doing now in earnest what had been 
done so often in days gone by, by way of picnic, proved too 
much for the sense of humour of the battalion, and few could 
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appreciate that they were not now engaged in learning the 
noble art of deceiving Generals in Trenley Park Woods as in 
the old Sturry days. But, somehow, the following night was 
different, and then for the first time the Battalion understood 
that it was going forth to battle. Leaving bivouac about 
midnight, and marching in that circuitous fashion, which has 
ever since been one of our main peculiarities, which it is rumoured 
has since filled the Turkish hospitals with cases of undiagnosed 
vertigo, and which finally is reported to this day to be engaging 
the entire attention of the Turkish Intelligence Staff in abortive 
research, we reached our battle Headquarters at 4 a.m. and 
lay there in comparative peace until the following night. The 
process was repeated on the next night, and again on the follow- 
ing night, until we fell on the morning of the 19th into a system 
of gullies which must have been constructed on the seventh 
day of the creation by an angel peculiarly well versed.in the 
requirements of trench warfare. There we lay through the heat 
of the summer day and listened again to the whistle of shells, 
both ours and the enemy’s, over our heads and speculated on 
the results of any shells that happened to drop unpleasantly 
near. From there, too, we were able to see a considerable 
area of the battle with a view interrupted only by the interfer- — 
ence of Officers, who took exception to the entire Battalion 
collecting on the top of one hill to see the display. It was 
there, too, that we first met the wounded returning from the 
line, and it was there that we first had rumours that the victory 
-in store for us might possibly involve a period of trench warfare. 

On the night of the 20th the Battalion was ordered to dig 
a line of trenches ; the picks and shovels had gone astray (not 
being under Battalion arrangements!) and work was carried 
on with entrenching tools until 4.45 a.m., when we returned to 
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rest. Recuperation lasted until about 7 a.m., at which hour 
the orders were received to move. A spirited game of “ Here 
we go round the mulberry bush ” followed, ending in the capitula- 
tion of the mulberry bush at about 12 noon, when the Battalion 
once more composed itself to rest until, at 12.30 p.m., orders 
were received to intensify the rest, as the Brigade would probably 
be called upon to counter-attack in half an hour. Had the 
call been made there can be no doubt as to the response, but 
there can be no doubt either that a counter-attack from the 
Battalion at that point-must have ranked as one of the highest 
triumphs of endurance ever performed by troops in the field. 
The test was never applied, however, and after various further 
alarms and excursions, including orders, shortly afterwards 
cancelled, to proceed to the assistance of the cavalry on an 
unknown line, the battle was officially declared closed, the 
intimation taking the form of the following message :— 

“To 0.C. 10th Buffs. Please explain why the Battalion 
under your command drew four rations in excess of its ration 
strength on the 12th ult. | 

(Signed) “Starr Caprarin 230TH INFANTRY BRIGADE.” 


Notx.—The above account was written by our late Adjutant, Capt. the Hon. 
H. F.P. Lubbock, for the Regimental Magazine. He left a few months later to 
join the Grenadier Guards, and tt was with the greatest regret that the Battalion 
heard of his death in action near Arras in April 1918. . 


CHAPTER VI 
DIGGING 


HERE followed a period of unrest among the Powers- 
that-be, obvious to us only by: the frequent changes of 
our residence and the number of trenches which we began to 
' dig and left to others to finish. Later on we heard rumours of 
official inquiries and of changes in the higher command. Of 
these things we knew nothing. We, shirtless and septic, dug 
another trench position in the middle of nowhere, or by night 
—for the Turk had the supremacy of the air—dragged our feet 
across the desert and made new holes for our bodies to lie in 
and called it a bivouac area. | | 
And so it went on from Wadi Simeon, where we lay after 
the- battle, to Tel el Jemmi and thence by one or two stages, 
digging as we went, to Shellal and Hisea, in the Wadi Ghuzze. 
Shellal means “a cataract,” and to our delight there was 
washing water in plenty here and the Australians had rigged 
up an excellent shower bath, made out of an old biscuit-tin. 
Gradually the war settled down. We still continued to make 
a strong line to defend the Wadi Ghuzze and to block the short 
cut to Rafa, should the Turk make a sortie from Beersheba, 
twenty miles away to the East; but the need for the frantic 
effort which had characterized the few days ene the 
second battle of Gaza was ebwioudly diminishing. 


A SHOWER BATH IN THE WADI GHUZZE 
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HAIR-CUTTING ON THE DESERT 
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These months of May and June did not increase our affec- 
tion for the climate. The period is visualized in our memories, 
by the picture of black scorpions, enormous spiders, lizards, 
mosquitos, lice and sand, and Major C. G. B. Marsham’s verse 
expressed in mild language what we thought and said about 
the Land of Promise. 


A SAND GROUSE 


Oh! Sunny Land of Promise, 
Oh! flowery Palestine ! 

Oh! Land of corn and olive, 
The Fig-tree and the Vine. 

The fruit we thought to gather 
Seems always out of reach, 

The flowers we heard so much of 
Are only flowers of speech ! 


Jerusalem the Golden, 

With milk and honey blest ; 
Where is that milk and honey ? 

It seems to have “ gone West.” 
The honey that I’ve met here 

Is Crosse and Blackwell’s brand, 
The only milk I’ve tasted 

Has come from Switzerland. 


I sometimes sit and wonder 
If all we read is true, 
And why these ancient Sheenies 
Thought such a lot of you! 
Would I were back in London | 
In a cosy “ Private Bar,” ; 
With a pint of foaming bitter 
And a sixpenny Cigar. 


About this time, owing to difficulties of transport, we found 
the food none too plentiful, but the varieties of jam tickled our 
fancy, and sometimes we indulged in a complete change of 
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diet, getting ‘‘ Lemon and Melon ”’ instead of the accustomed 
‘‘ Melon and Lemon.” 

After some weeks we made another protracted night march 
to a new scene of toil. This time the defences of Sheikh Abbas 
and Mansura ridge, about half way between Gaza and Shellal, 
had to be strengthened and the 74th Division were concentrated 
in that area. 

In the early days the eruptions of nature converted this 
part of the country into an enormous ridge and furrow field. 
Deep wadis or ravines circled through the hills and formed 
ideal hiding places for troops. Into these wadis, named for 
convenience after the sons of Joseph, the Division settled 
down. | 


We found ourselves in Wadi Levi and this became the: 


centre from which working parties radiated by day and night, 
engaged in improving the front line trenches or in making 
elaborate redoubts in the second line of defence. Sometimes 
the Turk woke up from his lethargy and shelled a working 
party, or, as on one occasion, a football match, but on the 
whole he was quiet. 
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CHAPTER VII 
TRAINING 


N July the Brigade became Divisional Reserve and moved 
back to Dorset House and then began to train. Anyhow 
it was a relief from incessant working parties, and leave to 
Egypt, which had been stopped, enabled a few of us to enjoy 
a change of scene at Alexandria and, among other relaxations, 
to represent the West Kent Yeomanry at the marriage of 
Capt. D. S. Campbell with Miss Carver. To some the War 
has proved a blessing in disguise. The old Regiment was 
represented by Major C. G. B. Marsham, Major Trouton, Capt. 
Ponsonby (best man), Lieut. C. W. Stanley and a guard of 
honour of handsome N.C.O.’s furnished by “D’” Company. 
At the wedding breakfast, Major Marsham, in showering the 
blessmgs of the Regiment on the bride and bridegroom, re- 
marked: “ This day is one of sadness for us of the West Kent 
Yeomanry. It brings to a close a great romance of Love and 
War to which many of the Regiment have contributed their 
assistance and their sympathy.” 

Capt. Campbell left for Cairo for a well-earned honey- 
moon. We returned to the Desert. 

Except for a few weeks’ “holiday,” when we dug a line in 
front of Samson’s Ridge, near Gaza, the next three months were 
devoted entirely to training, all open warfare, smoke attacks, 
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night marches and gas drill. The following account was written 


about this time for the Regimental Magazine : 


Gas AND SMOKE 


Gas is an element now used in war. To scientists, chemists 
and others it has its charms, to Officers and men who are un- 
initiated into its mysteries it has its interests, but to the vast 
majority it has merely its undefinable stinks and inconveniences 
to commend it to their notice. Still, as a war is in progress, 
all must know about gas and gassing, all must pass through the 
fire and come spitting and spluttering out on the other side. 
To learn the methods it is only necessary to apply the tenets 
of instruction and go through the phases of explanation, demon- 
stration and imitation. 

Of explanation of gas attacks we have had our fill. Herded 
into the gilded Saloon of the Olympic we first learnt of gas ; 


seated round an aniniated lecturer in the Gully Ravine we had — 


another rendering of the same subject. Anti-gas appliances 
then consisted of a few sprays, which did not work, and a few 
pieces of brushwood piled to make a fire, but nightly stolen to 
assist the boiling of the super-chlorinated tea water. The 
gas masks in those days were a of simple design and luckily, on 
~the Peninsula, J. Turk was: good enough not to test their 
efficiency. With the evacuation of Gallipoli, gas masks and 
gas lectures and gas experiments became part of the limbo of 
forgotten things and a long interval ensued, in order to give 
the authorities time to complicate this weapon of attack and 
defence. In fact, until just before the second Battle of Gaza, 
gas was considered “‘ verboten ” in the East, and gas equipment 
unnecessary to the already overladen costume of a soldier. 
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However, at the second Battle of Gaza, gas was to be a 
feature of the day. We arrived just in time to collect the few 
accessories of battle that had been forgotten at Sidi-Bidhr, we 
reconnoitred the country between ourselves and what we 
thought was the Turkish position, we dug a trench of doubtful 
utility in the middle of the night, we went to Church, as all good 
soldiers do before a battle, and considered ourselves ready for the 
fray. | . 
But not a bit of it; as the higher powers were pulling on 
their boots and smasking their lips before the rene cup, one 
wiser than the rest remarked : 

“By Jove! that wretched 230th Brigade has not had its 
lecture.” Result: Battle postponed to allow the attendance 
of gas lecturer (who had fondly considered that the labourer’s 
task was o’er and that the occurrence of a battle was an oppor- 
- tunity for sampling a more acceptable taste than ak which 
was his daily portion). 

So the 230th Brigade, booted and spurred, sat down by 
Companies on the ground, and listened to the old, old story and 
put on the new, disgustingly new masks. Thus did “ gas over ! ” 
and “gas alert!” become another catch word in the camp, 
and with these words ringing in our ears, and the taste of the 
mouthpiece hanging round our mouths, we fared forth to 
battle. Result: No gas—at any rate so far as we were con- 
cerned. | | 

After the battle we carried the masks everywhere, finding the 
cases most helpful for maps and other things, and really moved 
in genuine apprehension of gas, until an order arrived belatedly, 
which told us in a matter-of-fact way (1) that the climate of 
Palestine was unfriendly to gas and that it was comparatively 
harmless during the hours in which we were compelled to carry 
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the gas helmets ; (2) that the only danger from gas was in gas 
shells, and, as we were by this time eight miles from the Turkish 
lines and the Turks had up to now shown no signs of using 
gas shells even where the military population was most dense, 
there seemed little prospect of our being troubled, even during 
those hours when the sun’s rays did not destroy the effects of 
gas. 
Notwithstanding all this, the motto of the authorities was 
and is “‘ Be Prepared,” and it was therefore ordered that every 
man down to our oldest cook, who was not only over age, but 
impervious to gas in any shape, should go through a gas test. 
Result : an order for an assembly of troops at a spot about four 
miles from Shellal, which was not shown on the official map, 
with special attention called to the fact, that “Troops must 
march by Platoons at 100 paces distance for fear of hostile 
aircraft.” Away we went. Arrived at a barley field, in the 
middle of thousands of acres of barley ; not a soul to be seen. 
Met other wandering souls, also converging on an unknown 
spot, looking for gas and gassers and all keeping faith with the 
regulations laid down to preserve their lives from hostile air- 
craft. At last, after a little preliminary blasphemy amongst 
the gas victims, a Ford car appeared out of the blue, and belched 
forth a Scotch chemist in the garb of a Sergeant, an odd man or 
so, and one or two instruments of torture. The gas school had 
arrived. And, as the victims would not go to the school, the 
school had to come to the victims. In other words, we told the 
Sergeant that we had got there (being nowhere) first, that we did 
not propose to run after his car all over the country, and, 
in short, that the *‘ school ” was “ Right here.” 

He submitted with a good grace and then asked us to form 
mass, a8 he had a few words of warning to address to the men. 
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We looked at each other, horrified. This Denizen of the Division 
did not know the rule, most sacred to the Division, which pre- 
vented the approximation of large bodies of men. But, no 
matter, gas was the order of the day, and the Company Com- 
manders massed and seated their men with their faces to the 
lecturer, not oblivious of the fact that a Fritz emissary was 
actually hovering overhead, and no doubt went off with the 
news that he hardly thought it right to bomb a Church Parade 
or some religious rite which was obviously taking place at 
X 674 or thereabouts. 

The lecture started and again we heard the old, old story, 
but on this occasion paid more heed, for was there not a spice of 
danger ? Were we not shortly to pass through the gas cloud ? 

Soon the experiment started. At first a practice run. 
Golliwogs and no gas. Then the real thing, gollywogs and gas. 
How we hurried into those tasty helmets ! how we sniffed for 
a smell of the real thing, even moving round to get down wind 
to catch a whiff of it! Some imagined the smell, others by this 
time had such a taste of gas helmet that there was no other 
smell for them, while others disappointedly sniffed and sniffed 
again. ; | , 

A gas bomb is thrown. We hope for results, but it only — 
ignites the barley and to our horror the instructor, unmasked, 
_goes forward and rakes out the flame. Though now within fifteen 
yards of the instrument of death, we are ordered to take off 
our masks and march forward and again the lecturer sends forth 
whiffs of gas for us to smell—without result. Hither the heat 
of Palestine neutralizes the gas, or the smells of Palestine have 
deadened our olfactory nerves. Not a smell, not a single faint, 
not one request for a spiritual draught to take the gas effects 
away. We went home ungassed and unsatisfied. 
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_ For the next few months gas ceased to be an item in our lives, 
though gas drill provided an amusement for a short afternoon 
parade. | 

The activity of the authorities is unsatiable. Something 
must be done about gas. 

So the stinks men sat and worked their brains and called for 
other stinks men from overseas and discovered Generals who 
wished to believe in stinks, or, when stinks failed, in smoke. 
And so with much labour another military baby was to be born, 
and the cry went through the Desert for all Officers who could 
ride a horse or borrow a mule to congregate at a certain spot 
(now located, for the maps are new) to witness the birth of the 
new baby. - 

We live miles from the spot, but started in good time for the 
meet and trotted along, ‘seeing many friends bent on the same 
quest. The horses were in fine fettle, liking to be among horses 
again and feeling the balm of the September morning. 

One party of young bloods did indeed arrive rather late, 
as they put up an old outlying fox and contrary to all rules of 
hunting and etiquette chased him till he went to ground and 
then shamefacedly slunk in with sweating horses to where the 
Master was addressing a few well chosen words to the Field on 
Smoke. For this time it was smoke, not gas. 

The new baby was our old friend in a new dress, and the fine 
hunting morning gradually wore on into the hot and dusty day, 
known to all the inhabitants of the plains of Belah. Still, there 
was nothing for it but to play the soldier and get on with the work, 

The meet was one of the largest ever seen in the country. 
From all sides they came hopping, Generals on thoroughbreds, 
Colonels on chargers, Company Commanders on the best they 
could wangle, and a few stalwarts with distinctly sore knees, 
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on mouthless mules, and last but not least the G.O.C. in his car. 
The usual speech-making takes place. The explanation is 
erudite and interesting. The experiment, in view of possible 
utility to us warriors, well worth attention. All are on the 
** qui vive ’’ for the demonstration, though, by this time a sand 
storm is starting, and our mouths and eyes and noses carry more 
than their proper proportion of desert. 

An awkward pause. Had some one blundered ? What can 
be wrong? Another little speech. ‘‘ Gentlemen, I regret to 
inform you that the elements have played us false. Contrary 
to its fixed custom for the last six months, the wind has got into | 
the wrong quarter and the demonstration will not take place 
to-day!” Result: No smoke tactics’in the next offensive. 


Night marches were very popular with the authorities. 
Sometimes the leading was good; occasionally the proceedings 
were protracted. The following article written for the Regi- 
mental Magazine by Private Ovenden lays the blame on the 
North Star. Perhaps he was night. 


THE FALLEN STAR 


Luna, Queen of the Night, had convened a court for the 
trial of one of the most important members of the sky, who, it 
was alleged, had been guilty of a grave dereliction of duty. | 
Saturn was unanimously elected as judge, on account of his halo 
which surely indicated his saintliness and, therefore, his ability 
to dispense justice impartially. A jury of lesser stars from the 
constellations of the Great Bear and Orion was sworn in, and 
othér court officials having been appointed, the case was 
opened. _ 
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The Clerk of the Court read the charge, which was to the 
effect that the Pole Star, altas the North Star, for such was the 
accused’s name, had on a certain night of October, left his post 
without being properly relieved by the N.C.O. of the guard. 

Prisoner pleaded “ Guilty.” 

Mars, God of War, opened the case for the prosecution. He 
stated that in consequence of the receipt of a complaint, wire- 
lessed from Earth, the accused had been arrested on the afore- 
mentioned charge. On the night of the —th October, accused 
had left his post in order to visit his inamorata, one Venus, a 
“bint ”’ noted for her surpassing beauty and scantiness of attire. 
In consequence of this neglect of duty, the Company Com- 
manders of the 10th (Yeomanry) Battalion, had lodged a com- 
plaint that they had, whilst on a route march, been led astray by 
the North Star wandering promiscuously across the heavens. 
He had a wirelessed affidavit to this effect, which he would now 
read. (Affidavit 18 read to eourt.) He would now call his first 
witness. 

Chief-Inspector Sirius of the Celestial Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department gave evidence as to arrest of prisoner. P.C. 
X17. C9. I. stationed at the Scorpion, and on duty at the corner 
of the Milky Way, deposed that on the night in question he 
saw prisoner in the Milky Way and asked to see his pass, which 
was not forthcoming. However, prisoner made good his escape. 

The next witness was Mercury, who was evidently arrayed 
for the occasion, for he sported a clean pair of wings on his heels, 
and a scarlet band on his left arm. He stated he was a runner 
attached to Lunar Headquarters, and that, while carrying a 
message on the night of the —th, he met prisonér on the 
Milky Way and lent him five piastres to buy Venus some 
chocolates. Prisoner also confided that he was swinging the 
lead, whatever that meant. 

Witness remained unshaken by a severe cross-examination by 
Jupiter, Defendant’s Counsel. 

Mars concluded his speech, after piecing together the 
evidence, by asserting that there was no doubt that the accused 
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was guilty of grave neglect of duty in leaving his post without 
being properly relieved. He had made his position worse by 
being enslaved by a shameless wench, this Venus person, and 
engaging in the frivolous pursuit of the damsel. In consequence 
of this graceless act, a whole battalion of fine yeomen had been 
led miles out of their way, over innumerable wadis and through 
wastes of dust, because their leaders had taken the Pole Star 
to march upon. He suspected that the prisoner was strongly 
Pro-German in sympathies to thus slight the Allied cause. He 
assured the jury that it was their manifest duty to convict the 
accused. 

Jupiter rose to make his speech for the defence. He said he 
would call no witnesses, but, on behalf of his client, would 
admit the offence. However, he would ask the gentlemen of 
the jury to consider his client’s position. He had been first 
relief when the universe was created, and owing to some mistake 
at the time of the mounting of the guard, the N.C.O. and the 
other two reliefs had been shooting stars. They had shot away 
almost at once, so that their identities had been lost in the 
mists of antiquity, and had left his client to his long vigil, which 
had now lasted many thousands of years. Was it a wonder then 
that the Pole Star should begin to feel somewhat weary, and long 
for his night in bed? Moreover, at the same time he was 
tortured by the pangs of an unrequited love for the fair Venus. 
It was to be regretted that his client’s lapse should have been the 
cause for so much inconvenience to the ‘‘ Yeofantry ”’ on Earth, 
but he felt sure, if the case were explained to them, that they 
would understand. | 

Counsel sat down amidst applause, sternly repressed by the 
usher. 

The judge having summed up, the jury retired behind a 
convenient cloud to consider the matter. After an interval 
they returned, and the foreman, in reply to the judge, pronounced 
the verdict—‘‘ Guilty, with a strong recommendation to mercy.”’ 
Saturn, his halo quivering with emotion, put on the black cap. 
The sentence was the extreme penalty but, in deference to the 


56 10TH BATT. THE BUFFS 


recommendation for mercy, prisoner would be permitted to 
merge his identity into that of a shooting star, and thus commit 
hari-kari. 

The Clerk of the Court was directed to oe & memorandum 
to this effect to the Battalion with an apology for inconvenience 
occasioned, and also to advise them in future to use a compass 
until a new Pole Star was appointed. 

The court then twinkled silently into the che 


During these three months we visited in turn a number of 
bivouac areas which differed but little from each other except 
in name, the fig-grove near Belah (also advertised in the pros- 
pectus to be near the sea—it was in fact three miles away 
through deep sand), Sheikh Hamuda, Regent’s Park (the afore- 
mentioned holiday for the purpose of digging a new line in 
front of Samson’s Ridge), then Sheikh Hamuda again.! There 
the order was received to get rid of anything superfluous or 
any one who really couldn’t march. There was going to be 
another war. 

Many weeks before the Colonel and Company Commanders 
had fared forth mysteriously into the desert. They had met 
other Officers of the Division and ridden away to view the 
Turkish positions in front of Beersheba. Protected by a screen 
of Yeomanry they had reconnoitred the ground for the approach 
march, the assembly position and the attack. These expedi- 
tions, kept a profound secret from all, but known to many, had 


one great advantage. They bamboozled the Turk. He ac- | 


quired the habit of expecting a large party once a week. He 


1 During this period Capt. W. C. Lamarque became Adjutant vice Capt. 
The Hon. H. F. P. Lubbock, and Lt. A. Kingsford became Quartermaster vice 
Major (afterwards Hon. Lt.-Col.) R. Knowlden, who was appointed Quarter- 
master at the Remount Depot, Alexandria. 
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fired a few shots; he sent over a few shells. The party dis- 
appeared and nothing happened. No wonder that he was 
genuinely surprised when two Infantry Divisions (60th and 
74th) flew at his throat, while the Cavalry, after a night march of 
between 25 and 35 miles, seized him by the back hair. 


CHAPTER VIII 
BEERSHEBA AND SHERIA 
OcTtoBER 3lst To NOVEMBER 6TH, 1917 


HE Battle of Beersheba was a successful battle; it was the 
key which opened for General Allenby the door of 
Palestine, but in addition it was the finest possible demonstration 
of the art of perfect organization. The results of the battle 


were only the natural fruits of the wonderful work that had been | 


_ done by the Staffs for weeks before. And if these Staffs did 

suffer from nightmare, one that nightly disturbed their sleep 
must have been Water. Everything depended on the water 
question. Most of the drinking water came in pipes from 
Egypt.1 Thousands of camels brought it from the end of the 
pipe line to the troops in the Desert and often not only for 
the troops but also for the horses and mules. The supply was 
limited to such an extent, that special tickets were issued for 
every mule and horse on the strength of the Battalion. A 
horse or mule could only be watered once a day and then only 
on the production of a ticket, in the following terms :— 
** Permit for four horses to water on Z day. 

(Signed) ———- 
D.A.Q.M.G.” 


1 The length of the pipe line from Kantara to the Wads Ghuzze was about 


147 miles. 
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The organization was good, and on no occasion was there 
any hitch; the chief difficulty was to find the supply point, 
often hidden among sand hills, without a distinguishing land- 
mark and obscured by the peculiar atmospheric effects found 
at night in Palestine. Water was only one of the many diffi- 
culties which were thought out and overcome before the 
advance began. | 

The full moon at the end of October marked the start of the 

offensive, and for four nights we marched to the scene of opera- 
_ tions. At first through sand; then later, as we got into the | 
twelve miles stretch, for so many months dignified by the 
~ name of “‘ No Man’s Land,”’ ACTOSS country, sometimes stony, 
sometimes “‘ cultivated,”’ but seldom dusty, which was the only 
thing that interested us. I need only mention that we marched 
in lines of platoons in fours on a two-company frontage, to 
indicate, to those who know about these things, that the 
country through which we passed was not encumbered 
with trees, hedges, gardens, or rivers. No! For many of 
us there will be a lasting memory of lines upon lines of 
troops moving silently through the night in a never-ending 
procession. 

Finally, on October 30th we spent a quiet day at Khasif, 
six or seven miles from the Turkish position, and that night 
started off again to get into place from which we were to attack 
at dawn. The night was cool and cloudless (as it always was), 
and had the Turks been ready for us with strong patrols 
they might have made things uncomfortable. However, the 
Sussex put out the outpost line with little opposition, and we 
slid silently, with the Norfolks, into ‘‘ Sussex Wadi.”’ As an 
indication of the thoroughness with which the arrangements 
had been made, all these wadis had been christened and marked 
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on the maps weeks before, and signposts were put up early in the 
evening. The master-stroke of this stage of these operations was 
the concentration of all the attacking troops, Infantry, Transport, 
and Artillery, in their prearranged positions in front of the 
objective on the night before the attack. 

In Sussex Wadi we lay for a few hours of cold and uncom- 
fortable repose, and before dawn the first wave was through 
the outpost line. The attack on Z6 and Z7 had begun. The 
enemy positions consisted of a line of trenches cut in white 
limestone rock, and cleverly sited on the forward slope of a 
deep gully. Communication trenches ran back into sloping 
ground in rear, and wire was about 70-100 yards down the 
slope in front. Z6 and Z7 were machine-gun positions, against 
which our attack was especially directed. 

In addition there were advanced machine-gun and sniper 
posts in front of the trenches, built entirely with the object 
of enfilading the succession of crests and defiles over which 
troops attacking the position were bound to advance. Range 
cards found in these posts proved that the Turk, or, perhaps, 
his German instructor, had concentrated his whole attention 
on the art of enfilade. | , 

The leading waves of “B” and “C” Companies had no 
sooner started than they came under heavy shrapnel fire from 
the left, and the Battalion suffered 50 to 60 casualties, but by 
continuing to advance they were able to make use of wadis 
and dead ground, and reached Hill 960 about 1200 yards from 
their objective. | 

Through all this time, it had been increasingly difficult to 
keep touch with the Brigade on the right, who were also being 
drawn away by the Division on their right, and as a result of 
this, ‘‘D ” Company, who were in reserve, were put in to fill 


BEERSHEBA AND SHERIA 61 


the gap between our left and the Norfolks, who had continued 
to head for the objective assigned to them. 

At this period there was a pause in the proceedings of 
between two and three hours, as the line could not advance 
until Hill 1070, an important work about a mile to the night 
and in advance of the main position, had fallen. By 10 a.m. 
Hill 1070 and the works in rear of it were taken, and as the 
enemy were reported to be wavering, orders were given for the 
whole line to attack at 12.15. The period of suspense and 
waiting, of evading snipers and machine-gun fire was over. 
It was a case of “up and at ’em” at last. The line went 
forward as one man. The wire was found to have suffered 
little from the bombardment, but it proved a small obstacle, 
and at 12.45 the position was taken. 

Later on an outpost line was put out on the high ground 
in rear of the position, and here again we suffered some casualties 
from long range sniper and machine-gun fire, until relieved at 
dusk. . a 

It had been a long and trying day for the front-line troops, 
attacking in the hot sun and wearing heavy packs, but the 
Brigade and the Regiment had done well, and merited a well- 
_ earned sleep, made more comfortable for those who had been 
lucky enough to find Turkish greatcoats or rugs among the 
tents. | | , 

But while the front-line troops had a hard day, those behind 
had no easy time; the pack mule leaders worked incessantly 
taking up ammunition, and on one occasion were sorely put 
to, it when several mules were hit and the rest stampeded. 
Nor must we forget the good work of the Doctor, Captain 
Vickery, who, helped by his orderlies and the Reverend 
Stirling, did wonders for the wounded, though they had 
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to contend with intensive shelling, heat, dust, and lack of 
water. : 

Thus ended the battle of Beersheba on October 31st 1917. 

The next day was spent in salvage work and reorganizing, 
and on November 2nd the Brigadier, at a parade of the Brigade, 
thanked us all for the good work done and presented the 
Military Medal to four recipients who included Cpl. Webb, 
““D ” Company. 

During the three days which followed the battle, a Khamseen 
started, and, bringing with it its usual train of dust and flies, 
helped to make life unpleasant and our marches rather arduous. 
By November 3rd we had marched some eight miles north of 
Wadi Saba, and took over an outpost line from the 229th 
Brigade. At dawn on November 4th, “D’”’ Company had to 
deal with a tentative attack by an enemy patrol, but, apart 
from this, the day passed without incident until the evening, 
when we moved to Muweileh,! four or five miles over to the 
right, in support of the 53rd Division operating’there. Here 
we managed to snatch a quiet day, brightened by the un- 
expected appearance of a mail, but in the evening orders 
were received for the attack on the positions stretching east- 
ward from Sheria. The period of rest was over. 

On this occasion it fell to the Regiment to take over the © 
outpost line, which there had been no opportunity to recon- 
noitre, and consequently a difficult time was experienced 
getting into position. At 3.10 a.m. on November 6th the 
outpost line came under considerable machine-gun fire from 
V46, an enemy work, but at 4.30 a.m. the attacking Battalions 


1 At this time the majority of maps gave little more than a general idea of 
the country tn which we were operating. Muwetleh was “ off the map”’ altogether, 


and no one has yet been found who could definitely give our map position that 
day. 
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(Sussex and Suffolks) passed through us, and we withdrew 
into reserve, though not without difficulty and some casualties. 

The attack, not only of our Brigade, but of the 229th Brigade 
on the left, went so fast that the objectives were gained by 
7 a.m., and early in the afternoon the Regiment was ordered 
into the line, and during the next few hours had several casualties 
from Parapnel. Incidentally, the day was very hot, and all 
troops suffered a good deal from thirst. 

In the evening the Battalion was ordered to take up an 
outpost line about 3000 yards to the north. Liaison had 
first to be obtained with the troops on either flank but, owing 
to the pace at which events had moved, this again proved 
to be a most difficult task, and the Battalion spent another 
sleepless night. | 

At dawn, however, a successful attack on Tel El Sheria 
was made by the 60th Division on our left, the water turned 
up (the first for 38 hours), we had a good sleep, and later had 
the satisfaction (perhaps not untinged with jealousy) of seeing 
the Cavalry Division go through to complete the work which 
we had helped to begin. 

These operations are so graphically described in a letter 
from Brigadier-General M‘Neill to Major Sir Samuel Scott, 
that it is reproduced here : 


** November 13th, 1917. 


“You said you would like to hear about the Brigade after 
our first show, so here goes for a scrawl. We were in the fore- 
front of the battle, both at Beersheba and Sheria, and. were 
extremely lucky about casualties—but I suppose I may not 
give you the total. The Beersheba show had been worked out 
for many weeks beforehand to the last detail, and it went 
absolutely according to the book. Your old lot were right in 
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the attack, Norfolks on the left. ‘The Buffs’ had a yood 
many casualties from shell-fire in the early hours, but once the 
flag fell they put ‘‘ paid’ to the account in a very short time. 
Geoffrey Hollebone was observing from a commanding hilltop, 
and said that they went over the last ridge, down into the 
valley and up the far side with their wire-cutting groups out 
in front, exactly like a drill attack. Perfectly splendid! The 
position was a stiffer proposition than we imagined, but, thanks 
to the excellent artillery co-operation, the Turks had had very 
nearly enough before our lads got up to them. During the 
afternoon there was a lull, with a good deal of shelling by the 
enemy. Then, at dusk, I got orders to swing north and attack 
the enemy works north of the Wadi Saba. This was brilliantly 
executed by the Sussex and Suffolks, and an enemy battery 
captured. Here ended the Battle of Beersheba, as far as we 
were concerned. | 

“Two days later we marched into the hilly country N.W. 
of Beersheba, and took our turn in the outpost line. A perfectly 
damnable Khamseen then set in, and the men and Officers 
suffered severely from thirst. 

“On the evening of the 5th I got verbal orders for the 
attack on the Sheria defences east of the railway at dawn. 
It was the devil’s own job getting units into position during 
the night, and deployed for the attack which was to go through 
the outpost line at 5a.m. Your Regiment was the one taking 
up the outpost line, and they were to have advanced it about 
1500 yards, but owing to delay in relief and the time it took 
getting in touch with either flank, they only managed to get 
on about 700 yards. When the attacking Battalions (the Sussex 
on left, Suffolks on right) went through, a heavy fire was opened 
from an enemy advanced work in front, and there were many 
casualties. The Bufis were to have come back into reserve at 
daylight, but it was difficult to extricate them, as the Brigade 
on our right was not in touch. So Donald Campbell threw 
his Company back a bit on the right flank and greatly helped 
the situation. He tells me that four Turkish machine guns 
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were firing so much from his right rear that he thought it must 
be the supporting Brigade coming up. The attack hung a bit 
for 20 minutes, and then went with the most wonderful dash— 
just like a mounted galloping fight, and the whole of our 
objectives were captured and two enemy batteries by 7 a.m. 
Our Machine Guns and Lewis Guns did great work, and killed 
a hell of a lot of the Turks. In this hurricane dash of the 
Sussex and Suffolks poor Kekewich was killed, and young Tony 
Wood of the Suffolks, besides three others whom you wouldn’t 
know. The men were grand, and it shows their training had 
been on the right lines, as things moved so quickly that new 
situations were continually arising, and had to be dealt with 
by those on the spot. Yet I don’t believe a mistake was made. 
Gerald Edwards was most conspicuous for his bold leading, and 
so was Horne in the Suffolks. All the Officers of one Company 
of the Suffolks having been knocked out, Freddie Jarvis! went 
up to sort them, and then led them on with a hunting horn. 
Naughty old man, ought to have been back at his telephone. 

‘* At dusk the Bufis were sent to take up an outpost line 
east of Sheria. Pitch dark, and they had an awful night of it, 
but got there all right. Next day a little shelling early, then 
peace once more. | 

‘‘The whole Brigade have got their tails right over their 
backs now, and I don’t care what they are asked to do next. 

‘There could have been no more severe test than this last 
show, and they came out top. Commander-in-Chief and Corps 
Commander very pleased, I hear. 

* Truly am Ia lucky chap to have commanded such a Brigade 
in two such topping hunts! 

‘‘ There is no doubt that the mounted training and experience 
of the Company Commanders and senior N.C.O.’s made it 
possible for the thing to go with the extraordinary dash which 
amazed everybody.” | 


The casualties suffered by the Battalion at Beersheba and 


1 Lieutenant-Colonel F. Jarvis, D.S.0., commanding. 15th Suffolks. 
5 
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Sheria were—1 Officer and 21 other ranks killed, and 6 Officers 
and 106 other ranks wounded. 

The following received decorations :— 

D.C.M.—Sergt. D. G. Turner (“A”). Military Cross— 
Capt. D. 8. Campbell (“D’’), Lieut. M. G. Haughton 
(“C”), Lieut. J. A. 8. Aylward (“B”). Military Medal— 
Sergt. L. G. Betts (“C’’), Cpl. H. R. Webb (“D’’), 
L/Cpl. W. Timmins (“B”), Ptes. C. E. Hughes (“A”), D. 
O. Melrose (““C”’), H. H. Scott (“B”), H. Tidcombe (“‘D’’), 
and C. A. Wiles (““B”). 

The following are the names of Officers and men killed or 
died of wounds received at Beersheba and Sheria :— 

Lieut. R. W. Mitchell, Sergt. W. May,Cpl. W. A. R. Woollett, 
L/Cpl. C. Sheen, M.M., L/Cpl. K. Roberts, Ptes. A. H. P. 
Avery, G. T. Baker, W. J. Barnes, L. W. Batchelor, F. Beaney, 
P. W. Bills, T. H. Brisleden, T. Champion, H. Davy, C. F. Green- 
away, B. T. Hor, G. Mount, A. E. C. Norris, M. O’Regan, 
T. Quaife, J. E. Robinson, O. L. Scherf. 


CHAPTER IX 
THE ADVANCE TOWARDS JERUSALEM 


OR two days after Sheria we sat about in Wadi Union 
and tried to keep cool and forget that we had been thirsty. 

We even began to surmise about our future. Were we “for 
it ’’ again, or were we to run along behind the victorious mounted 
troops? In a day or two the situation cleared—-so far as we 
were concerned. The 53rd Division were held up in the hills 
to the east of us, near Kuweilfeh. They were putting up a big 
fight against the Turk who, driven back on the plain, -was able 
to use to the best advantage all the positions for machine 
guns and mountain batteries that the rocky defiles afforded. 
But this Division was short of water and supplies, and was 
furthest from the base. The authorities had no alternative. 
In order to supply the Division in the Hills, they were forced 


to use the Transport of the 74th and 10th Divisions, and these, 


deprived of their transport, had to be withdrawn to Railhead. 
The order went forth. We were to get back to the neighbour- 
hood of Belah. ; | 

The marches of the Egyptian and Palestine campaigns 
cannot be compared with marches in civilized countries. The 
distance travelled was no criterion to the task accomplished. 
In Palestine sometimes no roads existed, or if they did it was 
distinctly preferable not to a as the dust already had 
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heen stirred up many times. At other times the road was 
a goat track, or at best a path among the rocks used by the 
Bedouins, who walk in single file. 

By this time a march of perhaps 25 miles by stages was no 
hardship, but we did not bargain for a Khamseen and a 14 miles 
march on the first day when we marched from Sheria, and to 
us who took part in it the march to Karm was about the 
worst we ever had. At midday on November 9th the aforesaid 
Khamseen swept upon us. We plodded on, through the blind- 
ing sand, buoyed up at intervals by inaccurate information about 
the distance still to be traversed to our destination—for by 
this time we had lost sight of all possible landmarks, and had 
little idea of our position—till finally, after many hours, we 
staggered into a bit of desert just as dusty as the rest and sank 
down at Karm. No wonder Sergeant Allen broke into poetry 
in the next number of the Magazine. 


KARM 


If you want to go to Karm, 

Take a bearing ; 

If you come across a farm, 
' Keep on staring. 

If you see wide tracks of land, 
Clouds of dust on every hand, 

Dust and flies and piles of sand, 

Hot, dry winds by which it’s fanned ; 
If you feel as though you’re canned, 
Every bally organ crammed 

With great big chunks of Promised Land, 
Pitch your bivvy where you stand! 
It’s Karm ! 


However, the following day found us fit again, and most of 
the Battalion went off to bathe at Gamli about three miles 


x 


away. 
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Shortly afterwards we trekked on to St. James’s Park, near 
the mouth of the Wadi Ghuzze, and here settled down to refit 
until our transport was free and we were wanted again. 

Suddenly, on the afternoon of November 23rd, while three 
parts of the Regiment were away salvaging about six miles off 
near Gaza, the Practical Joke department decreed—* The Bufts 
will move in twenty minutes’ time,” and move we did, though 
in a form somewhat emasculated. The next day, having 
collected ourselves, we lay within two miles of Gaza, and were 
able to see it from a neighbouring hill; rather a double-faced 
town with a: background of European houses, white, with red 
roofs, and a foreground of the one-storied mud-roofed huts of 
the native Syrian; and the sea just visible in the distance two 
to three miles away over sand dunes. Gaza lies, like so many of 
these old places, in a fertile valley with olive and fig trees, which 
make it quite distinct from the surrounding country. This was 
all burnt up, and brown and harrowed with the footprints of 
war, but in spring it is fertile barley land, shipping in great 
abundance to the distillers of Scotland, and receiving in exchange 
printed cotton goods from Manchester. Proceeding on our 
journey, we left Askalon on our left, and after a march of about 
12 miles reached Mejdel. This is a large modern village of 
the ordinary type, surrounded with olive groves inside enor- 
-mous cactus hedges. The following day we passed. through 
Esdud, the ancient Ashdod or Azotus. Now, it has no preten- 
sions to fame, and was incredibly dirty, and many passed 
through spitting, which was the alternative to holding their 
noses. Our way lay through the open valley, and we expected 
to continue northwards to Jaffa, but the fates arranged other- 
wise, and after spending a night at Wadi Sukereir near the coast, 
we struck due east towards Jerusalem, through a most fertile 
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country, gently undulating, with here and there a little village 
perched on a knoll with its olive groves in tiers below it. All 
very primitive till Katra was reached. This is a Jewish colony, 
founded in the early eighties. After passing so many flea- 
bitten hovels it was a pleasure to march through a street with 
little eucalyptus trees on either side, and houses with genuine 
_ windows, and to see two reaping machines awaiting repair at the 
blacksmith’s. Then on, with much footsoreness, for we had 
marched on sand all the summer, and neither feet nor boots were 
prepared for the hard roads which we now met, hard, not through 
the energies of macadam, but because rain had fallen on thig 
limestone brash and caked if unevenly. And so, with one more 
stop, to Latrun, where was more civilization and water in plenty. 
A large Trappist Monastery is here, but since the Turkish occu- 
pation it has been used as an Agricultural College, well irrigated 
from abundant springs. To our eyes, tired with the sands of 
Egypt and the baked plains of Philistia, the green grass of which 
we got a glimpse through the cypress and eucalyptus trees was a 
welcome relief. From here we passed still eastwards through 
Amwas, which is claimed by some to be the ancient Emmaus. 
It is, however, at least 15 miles (more than “ threescore 
furlongs ’’) from Jerusalem, and it is more likely that its claim is 
not justified. From here onwards we were in the Hills of Judea, 
and the roads (for us) ceased, and we became as goats upon the 
mountain, and our boots suffered more, and our heels became 
more blistered. 

Among the hills, the senior Officers went about to reconnoitre 
the country of the next offensive, while the rest of the Army 
set to work to make roads up the hills, and considering that 
Jerusalem stands some 2600 feet above sea-level, and is only 
35 miles from the sea, it is possible to realize the feats of engin- 
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eering that were required. In some cases the past fought with 
the present, since so-called “ Roman roads ” abound, but, as 
1400 years or so have elapsed since their making, they are 
merely so-called “ roads,” as a compliment perhaps, by Lieu- 
tenants Kitchener and Conder, who made the map in 1878. We 
seem to be curiously far-seeing; otherwise, why did the 
Egyptian or English Army lend R.E. Lieutenants of promise to 
make maps for the Palestine Exploration Fund ? 

Of all war jobs, perhaps, road-making, if well managed, is 
the least unpopular. It is the doing of something useful. The 
work will provide immediately ammunition and food for the 
soldier, and later on may be a passage for the people of the 
country, or the visitors who will no doubt flock to it in their 
thousands. And anything is better than the soul-deadening 
occupation of trench-digging and sand-bagging, an operation 
for defensive purposes, and, apart from its military value at the 
moment, of no use to any one. 

At last the order came to move, and we toiled up the “ New 
Kent Road” which we had made, and along the face of the 
mountain—all at night, for the road was in view of the Turkish 
positions—till we came to Kubeibeh and heard the tolling of the 
Monastery bell ; very homely we thought it, for many of us had 
heard nothing of the sort for two or three years. “It doesn’t 
seem so strange after all,” said a voice; nor did it in reality, 
for campaigning and battles wipe out time altogether. Two 
weeks or two years are very much the same when matters of. 
life and death are in the balance. 

This Kubeibeh has a large Franciscan Monastery and a 
modern Church attached, built by a lady about 1860; the 
chancel pillars and chancel rest on the arched foundations of 
the old Crusaders’ Church. This place vies with Amwas as the 
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ancient Emmaus, and is about eight miles from Jerusalem. 
Thus it may be the place where our Lord met the two disciples. 
Anyhow, the Crusaders sanctified it, and the Franciscans follow 
in their steps, and have withal a great rest-house for guests who 
come thither in large numbers. 

With the sound of the bell behind us, we fell into a certain 
wadi or ravine, and there we rested for a day. ““ Rested” is 
scarcely the word, for it rained all day without ceasing, so that 
the camels fell down and the mules could hardly stand ; small 
" rivers ran through the bivouacs and the mud caked clothes and 
armaments. So, too, the maps of the mighty became blurred, 
and their conferences, huddled together in small bivouacs, were 
held under difficult conditions. Tostart a battle in such wet and 
mire seemed undesirable and unreasonable. But we were only 
a spoke of the wheel, an item in big plans, and what matter if the 
rations were late and the camels that brought the water fell 
down and broke their legs. The Edict went forth “ Carry on.” 
In other words, the programme for the Battle of Jerusalem 
remained unchanged. 


CHAPTER X 
THE BATTLE OF JERUSALEM 
DECEMBER 8TH, 1917 


CTIVE preparations began about 9 p.m., but owing to 

the darkness and the difficulty of loading ammunition, 

with straps sodden with wet and covered with mud, it was not 
until 1 a.m. on December 8th that we moved off by the light of 
a fitful moon in single file on the old Roman road, up the greasy 
hill near Biddu, from which the Crusaders first saw Jerusalem, 
and down into Wadi Bawai below the village of Beit Surik. Here 
the mules were unloaded and left behind, and the attacking Bat- 
talions (ourselves and the Norfolks) filed on to the place of de- 
ployment. It had been planned to concentrate on the high 
ground opposite the objective, start square, and slide down into’ ° 
the wadi and climb up the other side, but for some reason this 
plan was abandoned, and it was decided to file down the wadi and 
deploy below the Turkish trenches. Naturally many complica- 
tions occurred ; it was almost impossible for those behind to keep 
touch with the leading Companies ; going in single file up and 
down the slippery slopes of the wadi, and through holes in the 
little walls that abound in those parts, was certain to spread out 
the column; while the difficulty of judging the distance to 
be traversed and of finding the jumping-off place below the 
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Turkish position made the success of the enterprise rather 
hazardous. ; 

It may be said here for the benefit of those who come after, 
that a set of trenches (perhaps other things as well) seen from 
above and at a distance look quite different when seen from 500 
feet below. 7 

At last, as the Battalion was beginning to deploy along the 
lower slopes of the precipice, ‘‘C”’ Company on the right and 
“A”? Company on the left, “C ”’ Company scouts, climbing up 
in front, bumped into the enemy and drew fire. It was lucky 
that the defenders did fire, and not wait quietly till the scouts 
were within throat-cutting distance, for up till that moment 
we were very hazy about their position. This is the reason of 
my appeal (above) to future enthusiasts. All who had spied 
the trenches from the opposite slope of the wadi were convinced 
that they were 300 or 400 yards from the edge of the ravine with 
a gentle slope up to them. Actually they were beautifully sited 
on the very edge of a precipitous slope of 400 feet, and commanded 
in enfilade nearly all the ledges which composed the upper part 
of the curving hill. What was invisible to one part was a good 
mark for another. | 

However, the deployment was somehow shaken out, and we 
were half-way up the hill before the dawn broke and the enemy . 
realized that he was opposing a genuine attack. Up the hill 
we climbed as up a steep staircase, and, as we neared the top, 
we came under a heavy fire. “CC” Company, being exposed on 
the ledges, suffered severely, partly from machine-gun fire, but 
mainly from snipers who were particularly deadly on Lewis 
gunners as they strove up the precipice with their guns and 
ammunition. “A ’’ Company were hidden by a spur of the hill, 
_ and reached the top with few casualties. 
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The 229th Brigade on our right got on more quickly 
than we did, and the Turk, seeing his flank in danger, threw 
his hand in and gave us the trenches and a bunch of 
prisoners. 

A pause of an hour or two now occurred in accordance with 
the general scheme. As things turned out, perhaps this was a 
mistake, for had the 230th Brigade been allowed to go straight 
on, as did the 229th on our right, we should have certainly got 
a good few prisoners, and probably prevented the Turk from 
settling down to an organized opposition which held us up 
later on. 

About 11 o’clock the outpost line advanced about 600 yards, 
and many of us had our first view of the spires of Jerusalem. In 
the afternoon “ A” and “ B ” Companies went on to attack the 
slopes of El] Burg, another precipice directly to our front, 
_ co-operating with the Norfolks who were still on the left of the 
230th Brigade. 

The great hill of Nebi Samwil (the Mizpah of the Bible), 
crowned with the Mosque which is supposed to mark the tomb 
of the prophet, was on our left, and from information received 
it was understood that the 23lst Brigade had established them- 
selves on it, and that our flank was protected by them. Much 
to our surprise, the advance no sooner had begun than heavy 
machine-gun fire opened from near the Mosque, and swept the 
wadi below and the slopes of El Burg. Luckily two sunken tracks 
afforded shelter, and as any further movement was impossible 
until the machine guns were dealt with, the Companies 
remained under the cover which they had been fortunate 
enough to find. 

All this time “C” and “ D” Companies, who were in support 
and reserve, lay on a rocky slope, much as rabbits on the rocky 
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ledges of Scotch hills lie close while the Laird’s boys try to get a 
sitting shot. In this case, however, we were the rabbits and 
the Laird’s boys were the Turks with their efficient gunners. 
It was really marvellous how the rocks saved us; they seem to 
. take the full force of the H.E. and pulverize it, and we were 
lucky not to get any direct hits. 

Round about here we lay till dusk declared this innings 
closed and night outposts were put out. The latter part of the 
day had been rather unsatisfactory, as play had been of a stone- 
wall character. 

It rained pretty heavily all the afternoon, and we had started 
without greatcoats that we might climb with greater celerity. 
Our only covering was bivouac sheets, wet through from the 
downpour of the day before. It thus happened that when the 
rain blew over and the stars came out, the cold of the December 
night became intense. Yet to many, sleep seemed to come, at 
any rate fitfully, and to others twenty minutes of sleep earned 
by forty minutes’ warming exercise was the best that each . 
hour could produce. 

At last dawn broke, and with it came surprise. Instead of 
the roar of the guns of yesterday, instead of the ceaseless chatter 
of machine guns from the slopes of Nebi Samwil—silence. Not 
even the spit of a sniper’s rifle broke the stillness. The sun rose, 
reddening all the Eastern sky, save where the glow was cut by 
the Towers of Jerusalem. A type of peace and everlastingness, 
the morning sun shone over the rocky hills and their scattered 
groves of olives. Still silence. Then some partridges began 
calling, the caw of a crow came down the gentle breeze. 
The sound of a single bell floated over from the Sacred 
City. It was the same note as the bell of the village 
church at home. | 
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The following letter was received by Major C. H. Balston 
from Brigadier-General M°Neill after the battle : 


\ 
Xmas Day, 1917. 


“ T am writing you a belated line to thank you for your good 
work on the 8th, which bore such good fruit and enabled the 
Jerusalem operations to be so successfully concluded. 

“TI wanted to get round to you and personally thank Officers 
- and men for their splendid work under such awful conditions, 
but I really was too much of a worm and felt like nothing on 
earth, though I did not know then that I had a bad go of malaria 
on me. 

“ T should be so grateful if you would ensure that my message 
gets round to all ranks, also the reason for not seeing them 
personally, as is my wont. 

“They mustn’t think that they in any way fell short of 
what was expected of them on the 8th. It was because the 
53rd and 60th (Divisions) were temporarily held up on our 
right, that a further advance that night would have been unwise, 
and it was better to consolidate and make good the ground won 
than to get further on in the dark onto an indefinite straggly 
line, from which we would quite likely have had to withdraw 
again by daylight. No. Every one did wonders, especially 
considering the desperate nature of the country and the pesti- 
lential weather conditions, and I hope you will put in names 
freely for immediate reward, when called for. 

‘With best of good wishes to the Regiment for Xmas, 
and may the luck of the Brigade continue into the New 
Year, and again my best thanks to you for your good 
work on 8th.” 


The malaria which attacked the Brigadier resulted in his 
going to Hospital and relinquishing Command of the Brigade, 
to our great regret. 
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Our casualties at Jerusalem were 14 killed, and one Officer 
and 42 other ranks wounded. 

The following received the Military Medal: Pte. (afterwards 
Cpl.) J. P. Betts (“C’’), W. R. Kite (“A”), C. W. Scott (“C”’), 
while Pte. B. Collings (‘‘ C”’) was mentioned in Dispatches. 

The following are the names of those who were killed or 
died of wounds received at the Battle of Jerusalem: Cpl. W. G. 
Marsden, 8. Avery, F. G. Bloomfield, W. M. Clark, G. Garlinge, 
R. G. Gower, C. D. Gray, R. F. Hawton, L. Heine, C. L. Lloyd, 
P. O. Prince, H. P. Seal, W. Tasker, and J. Taylor. 


CHAPTER XI 
TOWARDS RAM ALLAH 


HE Battalion went into reserve the following day, and 
settled down among the olive trees of the village of Beit 
Iksa. By this time rain and cold nights began to remind us 
that winter was at hand, and the natives, pessimistically inclined, 
were heard to remark, “‘ In the month when the Dhurra grows, 
all the English will die.”’ But the natives did not realize that 
by this time we were case-hardened, and only regarded the 
inclement elements as another unpleasant incident. The rain, 
however, was serious from the point of view of supply. It made 
the mud roads and paths impassable for camels. Food became 
scarce, and water scarcer still. The trouble was not only in 
the hills. Many miles away the railway had been swept away 
more than once, especially at the place where it crossed the 
Wadi Ghazze. The reserve rations at Divisional Headquarters 
were reduced almost to nothing. Nearer at hand the difficulties 
of transport were enormous. Few of us realized the awful days 
and nights endured by the drivers of motor lorries deeply em- 
bedded in the mud, or of men in charge of camel transport, 
whose camels took it in turns to fall and die, while the native 
camel men wrapped themselves in their blankets and rocked 
themselves to and fro, moaning in their cold and misery. Up 


in the hills we were cold and unshaved and dirty. We were 
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also @ little hargrs, bit we ate onr iron rations and hoped fora 
change of fortune. The next day was propitious. Food and 
water arrived—and the Wankets. A fine dav or two dried our 
elothes, and one or two of us managed to siip awav for a first 
visit to Jerusalero. 

The City was quite unhurt. Perhaps a window or two had 
been cracked by a spent bullet, bat not a shell fell within the 
walls. The credit of taking Jerusalem fails to the 60th Division, 
but the City was actually handed over to a Major in the Artillery 
named Cooke. He had gone forward with an orderly to select 
new gun positions, and was walking with the leading Infantry 
waves towards the City, followed by his orderlv with the horses. 
He suddenly met the Notables of the Town, who informed him 
that they were prepared to surrender the City. Somewhat 
nonplussed, he suffered himself to be led to the Post Office, and 
to be given the big key of this edifice. Whispering to his orderly 
to slip away quietly and bring help, he cut all the wires, and 
then sat down on a balcony to a hospitable cup of coffee and, 
being English, no doubt opened a discussion on the weather. 
His equanimity was somewhat disturbed to see a Company 
of Turks in full retreat, passing under his balcony, but they 
did not notice him, and after over two hours, the Infantry 
arrived, and relieved him of further anxiety. 

Of Jerusalem more anon. To return to the War. 

After a few days we took over the front line on the northern 
slopes of Nebi Samwil, facing two villages, Beit Nebala and El 
Jib, the latter being the ancient Gibeon, a miniature strong- 
hold of a village, perched on a knoll of ledges, now, like so many 
others, devoid of the fig or olive trees which formerly were 
their pride and source of revenue. | 

This part of the line was “ windy ” in two senses, firstly, in a 
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climatic sense, as wind and rain was here our portion; and 
secondly, in a military sense, as the enemy was inclined to be . 
active, especially on the right, where “ D ” Company joined the 
next Division. As we gradually learnt by experience, the Turk 
was on the move, and on these occasions he had no wish to leave 
his shells behind him, and the front line and some of “ A’ Com- 
pany in the village of Beit Hanina received a good deal of spas- 
modic attention. Several unlucky casualties were the result. 
It always seems to be unlucky to be hit by a chance shell 
when no battle is in progress. 

A day or two before Christmas we were relieved—just in 
time perhaps, as the successors of “ D”’ Company had by no 
means a pleasant experience. 

In abominable mud we toiled back to our old abode near 
Kubeibeh—Moya Wadi.! Here we spent Christmas, a day 
quite unlike the Christmas of Sturry or Matruh days ; some of 
us wet to the skin, some of us balanced on two rocks, while a 
torrent flowed between our feet ; but most of us cheery enough, 
- and laughing at the misfortunes of those whom bad luck or bad 
management had rendered more unfortunate than ourselves, as 
when a well-known voice broke the stillness of the night with . 
his plaintive cry, “ Fwed, Fwed, my bivouac’s blown away!” — 

It was hardly necessary to mention that when the weather 
cleared we made another road, this time linking up Enab (the 
old Kirjath-Jearim) with Biddu and the north. We were 
Brigade reserve, and the Brigade was Divisional reserve, so that 
the chance of our having to do more than fetch and carry in 
the next advance was remote. | 

The Turk and his German masters were preparing a big attack 
to retake Jerusalem. German storm-troops in new clothing and 


1 Moya is Arabic for water. 
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equipment were being hurried down from Aleppo. Our intelli- 
gence had found out the exact day and hour at which the attack 
was to commence. (Mur plan was simple (in theory). If the 
Turk did not attack. advance. If he did attack, advance also— 
and advance all along the line in the Jerusalem sector. The 
Operation was to be the same in either case, but if he did attack 
in front of Jerusalem he would be caught by a converging 
counter-attack on his nght. Everything turned out according 
to plan. The Turks attacked on our right, mainly on the front 
held by the 60th Division. 

To his evident surprise our left suddenly began to advance. 
The 229th Brigade up the precipices near Foka (the old Beth- 
Horon) where they had had some bad days a few weeks before, 
while the 230th Brigade, ourselves included, were pushed up the 
centre towards Ram Allah (the ancient Ramathaim), about eight 
miles from Kubeibeh. This advance began on the afternoon 
of December 28th. Fortunately the weather was fine and the 
ground dry. It would be a perversion of the truth to say that 
the “‘ going was good.” 

At first we advanced up the valley, over old cultivated 
ground, and as we were in artillery formation we could pick 
our way. Later on as we neared Beithunia, which had just 
been taken by the 229th Brigade on our left, we climbed 
into the rocks again, and as darkness fell, established com- 
munication with our flanks and sat down to wait for further | 
orders. 

Almost before we had had time to snatch a bit of food, the 
order came that we were to advance jn line on Ram Allah. 
co-operating with and taking direction from the 60th Division 
on our right. The Battalion was pretty well scattered, “A” 
Company being away on the left, “C ”’ in the centre, and “ D ” 
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in touch with the Sussex on the right. It was the work of 
minutes to send out orders to the Companies. It was quite a 
different matter for the runners to find the Companies, and for the 
outside Companies to get touch again with the Battalions on their 
flanks. The night was black as pitch. The hills were a mass of 
boulders. There was no semblance of a track or path. The 
map was useless, and the compass of only general utility. Ifyou 
take a line to march on and then bark your shin on a rock, then 
have to circumvent a boulder, then fall into a bog, you may lose 
your direction. Also in the inky darkness, with no lights allowed, 
you may pass within 50 yards of the sleeping Company, which you 
seek, without hearing them, and if the wind is blowing at all, it is 
100 to 1 against the sentry hearing you, unless perchance you 
bark your shin within a yard or two of him, and paint the night 
red with lurid reflections on Palestine in general and these —— 
rocks in particular. Imagine this state of affairs proceeding over 
a front of two or three miles, and you have a picture of the 
mental attitude of many runners on the night when we started 
to advance on Ram Allah. 

This mental attitude, somewhat accentuated, was soon trans- 
ferred to the Battalion and Company Commanders. Almost as 
soon as we had set off, the whole line had to slip away at least a 
quarter ofa mile tothe right. The people on the right forgot that 
time is essential to get a message from the head of the dog to 
its tail, the tail in this case being over a mile away over rocks 
and hills ; the result was that the head moved before the tail 
had got the news, and consequently the tail was left in the air. 
In other words, the Suffolks were temporarily mislaid.. 

On we went stumbling over the infernal rocks till we reached 
a large valley or bog below the village of Rafat, and heard from 
the Sussex that the Division on the right were sitting down 


84 10TH BATT. THE BUFFS 


quietly near the village, and had no orders to go on to Ram Allah 
that night. 

So much the better for us. We came back out of the bog, 
put out an outpost line, established communication, found the 
Suffolks, and lay down till dawn. 

About 8 o’clock the next morning we advanced on Ram 
Allah, not by circuitous valleys, but straight across the hills, 
at first rocky, then precipitous, with vines on all the ledges. 
Ram Allah is noted for its vineyards, and the hills almost cease 
to be hills. They become tiers of ledges, cut out of the slope,. 
with a six or eight-foot wall acting as a back to one ledge and. 
holding up the earth of the one above it. 

Communication was maintained by signallers from hill to 
hill, but often it was possible to shout across the steep valleys. 
The Adjutant, Captain Lamarque, had gone forward, when he 
heard the C.O. shouting something to him from the hill behind. 
He did say: “‘Can you see the mules?’’ Captain Lamarque 
thought that the question was “‘ Can you see the view ?”’ and, 
meeting humour with humour, replied: ‘‘ No, but I could do 
with a glass of beer! ”’ 

With little opposition “A” and ‘‘D’’ Company got into 
the town. The people were mostly Christians, who had suffered 
much from the Turkish rule, and more from the Turkish troops, 
who had been in the place for the last few weeks, and had pol- 
luted it with their disgusting habits. With joy they received us, 
the women baring their breasts to Captain K. Hollebone (much 
to his surprise, for he did not know that it was an ancient way 
of showing welcome), bringing out dates and raisins for us to 
eat, and ringing the bell of the big Christian Church, until 
told to desist. | 

The town stood on the brink of another precipice, and on the 
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top of the hill opposite to it the Turks had several machine 
gun and sniper posts, and one or two mountain guns, and they 
now began to be active, putting a good few shrapnel over the 
town, while their snipers and machine-gunners marked such of 
the street corners as they could see. The Suffolks on the left 
had had no opposition, but the Sussex on the right were more 
exposed, and came in for a lot of shelling and machine-gun fire. 
ae > ad Company were held ready to go to help on the right, while 
‘““C”’ Company and “ A’’ Company had posts along the front 
of the village overlooking the precipice aforesaid. | 

Some of us may have snatched a few hours’ sleep, wrapped 
perhaps in a counterpane from a neighbouring house, but in 
the evening the order canie to advance again. The precipices 
here were much alike. In theory, it was not difficult to point 
out on the map a hill topped with a cairn. In practice, to de- 
scend into a ravine, circle round several gullies, climb a knob, 
find several hills topped with cairns, and ultimately to locate 
your destination was quite another matter. 

The formations and arrangements of the night before were 
repeated. The head of the dog was still well away on the right, 
and the tail still wagging (on the other side of several hills and 
dales). The night was again as dark as pitch, and spasmodic 
flashes from rifle and machine-gun fire from the hill above only 
accentuated the blackness. The line of advance allotted to the 
Battalion was so precipitous, and the walled ledges so difficult to 
negotiate, that the Sussex got ahead of us on the right and 
took a long time to find. The Suffolks did not start with us 
at all, and no one had the faintest idea of their whereabouts 
till one Company was found in our midst. Headquarters 
made valiant efforts to keep touch with the Companies, and 
the signallers ran out endless wire. Mr. Stanley went on as 
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Forward Report Centre, and the following conversation took 
place. 

The Adjutant (Captain Lamarque). “Hullo! Hullo! 
(pause) Hullo! Yes! (gladly). Is that you, Staggers ? 
Yes? Good! Where are you? (pause). Damn! Hullo! 
Yes! You’re four hundred yards ahead? Yes! Pretty 
well due north? Yes! What? Damn the line! What ? 
Yes. Oh...’ Voice (Mr. Stanley’s) heard shouting about 
seventy yards off—‘‘ Yes, about four hundred yards off, at least 
we ve run out about four hundred yards of line.”’ 

What really happened was that in that infernal country the 
line had got so twisted about among valleys and rocks that 
though 400 yards had been run out the distance actually 
advanced was about 70. Needless to say, conversation was 
carried on afterwards without the medium of the telephone. 

By this time the opposition had entirely ceased, except for 
a single shot or two from a long distance away. We continued 
to hunt for the particular El Burg (another hill with a cairn on 
the top), and suddenly stumbled on to the Suffolks, who had 
climbed up from another direction without much trouble and 
taken up the outpost line. We took over from them, and they 
went over to our left. : 

Here we sat down again for several days, much reduced in 
numbers. A small draft arrived, but were hardly welcome, as 
the rains descending made the ground again almost impassable 
for mules, and food was at times scarce, though there was no 
actual crisis. Any drafts who arrived between December and 
March will not look back on their first few weeks with the 
Battalion with any feeling of pleasure. Most of the old hands 
had acquired a very high degree of skill in bivouac making; a 
_ bivouac consisting of stone walls and three or four bivvy sheets 
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stretched over the top, with perhaps a stove made out of a 
biscuit tin to heat such of the air as had not been warmed by 
the breath and bodies of three or four men, was not uncom- 
fortable. The new men, who, as some did, scorned such devices, 
and thought to sleep ‘‘ under the wide and starry sky,’’ soon 
overcame their objections to a little extra time devoted to 
the housing question. 

But no members of the Battalion ever felt the effects of 
wet weather like the transport. Here, and in many other places, 
it was only possible to bring up the rations on pack mules. It 
was not a question of sitting on a G.S. wagon or limber and 
saying, ‘‘ Pull up, Daisy.” It wasa question of walking beside 
the said Daisy for six, eight, or ten miles in mud up to the 
hocks, tumbling over stones or dead horses, picking up mules that 
had fallen down, and then, when the journey was accomplished 
and the rations unloaded, turning back and repeating the pro- 
cess. Often and often the transport were out twelve hours on 
a stretch. Let me say now, once and for all, that every one 
thanks Mr. Peckham and the transport men for the way they 
stuck to it, and to those who overcame enormous difficulties in 
guiding them night after night to the Battalion’s bivouac area, 
it is enough to say that they did not fail on a single occasion 
to get the rations up. 


CHAPTER XII 
ROAD MAKING 


BOUT the beginning of the year 1918 the Division 

went into reserve, and the 230th Brigade made its 

way back through mud to Beit Izza, and, after spending two 

days salvaging and burying on Nebi Samwil, marched down to 
Likia. Here we were flooded out again. 

After months of sand and rock, the green grass, which 
began to come up under the influence of the rain and occasional 
glimpses of sun, was a great relief to the eye, and finding the 
first narcissus and wild rose, and the white and red cyclamen 
which burst from the crannies of the rocks, gave us a new topic 
of conversation. 

Otherwise Likia was a dreary, muddy place, and it was here 
that we were reduced to the greatest hardship of the War, 
the entire absence of candles. No prospect is more dreary 
than to have to go to sleep at 6 p.m. owing to lack of lights. 
Even substitutes failed, and bacon fat was unprocurable— 
because there was no bacon. However, the situation improved 
later, and we settled down about three miles further north 
at Beit Sira to a long spell of our old employment. We made 
another road. 

Ramleh and Junction Station were at this time the places 
which acted as the chief forward bases. Latrun was a big 
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dump from which all the Divisions of the XXth Corps on the 
eastern, or Jerusalem, side drew their stores. 

When the line advanced to Ram Allah, and there was a 
prospect of a further advance, it was essential that the front 
line should have another artery of supply than the high road 
from Latrun to Jerusalem, which, apart from being an ex- 
ceedingly steep climb in places, could with difficulty be kept 
in sufficient repair to cope with the unending processions of 
lorries. 

Consequently it was decided to drive a new road through 
the hills. To us, at any rate, it came to be known as the Irish 
road, mainly because the 10th Division had already made 
excellent progress with the northernmost sector. 

To those who knew not Palestine or Salonika it may be 
necessary to explain that road making was no simple matter. 
No lorries brought the quarried stone to the door and dumped 
it where required. On the contrary, it was necessary to blast 
the rocks on the mountain side, and to roll or carry in baskets 
each stone to the road, and put it into place. As a result of 
many months of this work during our stay in Palestine, we 
came to two conclusions. First: that a body of men work far 
better and more keenly on piece-work, sensibly apportioned. 
Secondly: that whether road making is an agreeable task or 
the reverse depends entirely on the R.E.’s. We proved the 
second theory, when after a month or so at Beit Sira, we and 
the Norfolks were detached from the Brigade to go and help 
the 10th Division to finish a section of about eight or ten 
miles. The Irish had been making roads in Salonika, and 
without any reflection on our own, we must say that the Insh 
R.E.’s were splendid. They had the whole thing cut and 
dried, and they knew exactly what was a fair task for a Company 


90 10TH BATT. THE BUFFS | 


according to its strength. Suffice it to say that one Insh 
Regiment had to be kept on an extra hour to keep pace with 
us, and that the Commanding Officer received, through the 
Headquarters of the 74th Division, a letter on the subject 
from the C.R.E. 10th Division, in which the Battalion was 
‘singled out for the admirable work done by them, laying 
emphasis on both its quantity and quality.” 

A few weeks before this Lt.-Col. ffrench-Blake went to 
England on leave, and Major C. H. Balston took over the com- 
mand of the Battalion, but about February Ist, to our surprise, 
Lt.-Col. Lord Sackville arrived, and received the congratula- 
tions of all on his recovery from illness, and a hearty welcome 
on his return to the Battalion. 

The following letter from Lt.-Col. firench-Blake was pub- 
lished in Battalion Orders : 


On relinquishing command of the Battalion owing to 
the return of Lt.-Col. Lord Sackville, T.D., Lt.-Col. A. O’B. 
firench-Blake desires to express to all ranks his most grateful 
thanks for the unswerving and loyal support given him during 
his year of command at all times, and under every sort of 
condition and hardship. The unrivalled gallantry in action, 
and the unfailing cheerfulness under the most adverse con- 
ditions, are both deserving of the highest praise, and no words 
can adequately express his feelings. He will always look 
back with pride upon his period of command, realizing that in 
having had the command .of such a Battalion, he has. been 
honoured. He feels sure that the great name, which the 
Battalion has won for itself, will be worthily maintained and 
added to in whichever field it may have the honour to serve.” 
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CHAPTER XIII 
A VISIT TO JERUSALEM 


URING this period of “ rest’ and road making, General 

Girdwood, the G.O.C. of the 74th Division, arranged 

for a number of trips to Jerusalem, and the following notes 

made at the time may serve to remind those who went there 
_ of some of the things they saw. 


It should be said at once that to go to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
or indeed anywhere in Palestine with the idea of finding the 
exact spot where any historic incident happened, is to invite 
disappointment or disillusionment. A particular locality may 
not be the spot which you are seeking at all, and the guide-book 
will put the guide to shame. For the guide will confidently 
tell you that ‘‘ Here took place the Crucifixion,” while the 
guide-book gives another site in quite another part of the town. 
In fact guide-books rather pall after a time; they contain a 
mass of measurements and the usual details of existing struc- 
tures, combined with a thick strata of doubt running through 
all the historical facts appertaining to places and sites. 

To enjoy Jerusalem and Gethsemane and Bethlehem and 
all the little places of interest in the Bible and in our Lord’s 
life, 1t is essential that a visitor should go there with the notion 
that the various great incidents, which he has heard of all 
his life, happened about here and leave it at that. After all, 
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if you remember that the greater part of Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed by ‘Titus in 70 a.p.; that it was the scene of con- 
tinuous battles for centuries ; if you consider that the Crucifixion, 
for instance, can only have been an incident, perhaps a common 
incident, in the life of those times; if you learn that it was 
not till three hundred years after the Crucifixion, when Con- 
stantine ~ recognized Christianity, and his mother, Helena, 
came to Jerusalem to try to find the sites of various incidents 
in our Lord’s life and, so to speak, labelled certain places (to 
which labelling other authorities do not agree) ; 1t 1s only when 
you review all this, that you conclude that it is far better to be 
free of all desire to fit incidents to exact localities, and to be 
satisfied with what you can trace and know, and with a general 
idea of what you cannot. 

It is for this reason that the Valley of Hinnom, the Brook 
Kedron, and the Mount of Olives, stand out with greater interest. 
They have changed nodoubt. The Valley of Hinom is still the 
refuse heap of the town, and is perhaps half its former depth, 
but it is still a valley. The same applies to the Valley of the 
Kedron. The Mount of Olives, which is really a little range 
running along the east side of Jerusalem, except when dis- 
figured by Churches or Hospices, is just the same as it ever was, 
though perhaps in the days of Christ there were more olive- 
trees than now. The Turk, by an iniquitous tax on trees, has 
much to answer for here, and elsewhere in Palestine, as the bare 
slopes and ledges of the hills bear witness. No doubt, tco, the 
habit of keeping visitors loaded with keepsakes of every kind 
of olive wood has assisted the disappearance of the trees. And 
Gethsemane, if not in the least like ‘‘ the Garden ”’ of our imagina- 
tion, is there, walled in and formal, but still a garden, quiet 
and peaceful on the Mount of Olives. You go in through a 
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low door, built perhaps to inculcate humility on those who 
enter, and there is the Garden. Some large cypresses add to 
the formality of the round flower-beds, while three or four very 
old and much venerated olive-trees alone represent the past 
there. A wire protection is put up to prevent the tourist from 
touching the boughs and, for this reason too, the strong bars 
all round the three sides of the Garden (perhaps 100 yards 
altogether) keep the public at a distance. Though it is so near 
to the City, yet, after the struggles in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and the cries of the streets, the place is one of a great 
peace, and the old trees seem to be the link which join the past 
to the present. 

The summit to the Mount of Olives is reached by a rocky 
hill track. Those of us who stood there in the evening and 
looked across towards the east will never forget their impressions 
of the view. Like a white serpent the road coils round the 
hills through Bethany or other tiny villages towards Jericho, 
hidden in a fold of the hill some 15 miles below. All is black 
and desolate ; great slopes, rocky and grey, seared with ravines, 
end in the line of green which marks the Jordan Valley or, 
a little further to the south, in the Waters of the Dead Sea. 
Beyond rise the hills of Moab, coming up through the purple 
haze. 

Jerusalem itself is full of surprises. In a dirty passage 
you may find a Norman doorway, while many dingy streets 
are spanned by half arches of great age. Close to the City wall, 
towards the Valley of Hinnom, we were wandering through 
some little cloisters, when a native insisted on our going up — 
some steps, and showed us into a large upper room with two 
limestone columns in the centre.! It appeared that we had 


1 These are satd to be the remains of a 14th century Church. 
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strayed into the house of Caiaphas, and were being shown the 
room in which the Last Supper was supposed to have taken place, 
but the: illusion was not helped by our being taken to an 
adjoining room and shown a copy of the Tomb of David, the 
original being apparently in a lower room to which admission 
is refused. It was such an odd mixture, all under one roof; 
therefore the need for the advicé with which this chapter began. 

Not far from the Dung Gate, on the south-east side of the 
City, is the Jews’ wailing place, a broad passage frequented by 
Jews devotionally inclined. It is surprising to see men and 
women rubbing their foreheads against the wall and, presumably, 
wailing. It is open to doubt whether they wail because of their 
own failings, but on Fridays at any rate the place is crowded, 
and they have a special wail for the fall of Jerusalem. There is 


a regular chant, which runs “‘ For the Palace that lies desolate ” : | 


Answer—‘‘ We sit in solitude and mourn.”’ Chant—‘ For the 
Temple that is destroyed’: Answer—‘‘ We sit in solitude and 
mourn,’’ and so on. 

The wailing place is just behind the Mosque of Omar, which 
covers the site of the Temple of Solomon and Herod’s Temple, 
so far as is known. Several shafts of Roman columns still 
remain, but now the only building on the great square is 
the huge Blue Mosque. Sentries of Indian Muslims guarded 
the place, and no troops could enter. An old Bowab (door- 
keeper)—who wore the green Turban which alone is worn 
by those of the Faithful who have made the pilgrimage to 
Mecca—told us that it was from here that the Prophet Mahomet 
flew off to Heaven (as some irreverent fellow said—‘“ this was 
the jumping-off place”). The outside of the Mosque is very 
fine, with a huge cupola of beautiful dark blue, the base covered 
with Cufic writing of passages from the Koran. Along the 
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east side of the great Square runs the old wall, and beyond the 
wall is the Brook Kedron dividing the City from the Mount of 
Olives. 

A few hundred yards along the wall is St. Stephen’s gate, 
and looking through the_gate one gets a good view of a street — 
typical of the City, narrow, with small cobbles, and spanned 
by half arches. Tall and seemingly tenantless houses rise on 
either side. The street leads up into the town through dark 
passages and vaulted bazaars, where the proprietors sit, cross- 
legged and sleepy, only rousing themselves to great excitement 
when the time comes for a bargain. For, at any rate in their 
dealings with the foreigner, no native ever asks the price he 
expects to receive, but he is friendly, and if you can make a 
joke, it helps the trading. They have a sense of humour these 
people. A Sergeant of the Buffs sat down heavily on the cobbles, 
and the whole street rocked with laughter. 

Near the middle of the City is the Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre. In the centre of it is the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre, 
and inside the Chapel is a low door leading into what is pointed 
out to be the Sepulchre itself. All very much be-lamped, and 
the guide whispers here, for the first of many times, that “there 
are forty-two lamps, thirteen belong to the Greeks, thirteen 
to the Latins, thirteen to the Armenians, and four to the Copts.”’ 
And so on through the whole Church. We see the hole in the 
ground where the Cross was placed, the split in the rock caused 
by the earthquake (through which the blood of our Lord flowed 
onto the skull of Adam, who was found to have been buried 
there, and restored to life by this curious chance), the places 
where the women stood, and so on; but all overburdened with 
fable and over-illuminated by the competing lamps. 

The same comment applies to the Church of the Nativity 
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at Bethlehem. There the outside is simple, and the interior 
all that one can wish for. Four rows of monolithic columns 
of red limestone separate the nave from the aisles, but where 
the Choir begins we again get embroiled with the conflict of 
modern churches and their decorations. On either side of the 
Choir there are steps descending into the Chapel of the 
Nativity. Here the place of our Lord’s Birth and the Manger 
are shown, but lamps and censers containing flowers hide the 
ancient rock, as does also a fireproof purple screen presented by 
some King. The Church belonged formerly to the Franciscans, 
but now it is controlled by the Greeks, and the Franciscans have 
to be content with a Chapel on the north side. They retain, 
however, their right of access to our Lord’s birthplace, by 
brushing daily a path from their Chapel to the Crypt, one yard 
wide. Jealously the Greeks watch them each day, for if the 
Franciscans fail to brush the path, they lose the right of access 
to the Crypt. 

In the Crypt itself a silver star is let into the floor. It 1s 
said to be the star which fell from heaven. The Greeks hold 
their right of entry into the Crypt by daily cleaning that silver 
star, and jealously do the Franciscans watch for any breach of 
that service. Jealousy of jealousies, all is jealousy in Beth- 
lehem. No wonder that the old Brother who took us round 
remarked, ‘‘ Now that the English have come, all will be well.” 

However, that may be, what a pity itis! We have always 
thought that our Lord led a humblelife, and shunned the crowd, 
and hated disturbance or anything that made for disagreement. 
Does it not seem to be a sad thing that the places where He 
was born and died must needs be disfigured by the baubles of 
different creeds, their diversities of opinion, and their jealousy of 
each other ? | 


CHAPTER XIV 
THE BATTLE OF THE RIDGES 


OR two months there had been a pause in the operations, 
partly to allow the rainy season to do its worst before 
fighting again commenced, and partly to give time for the elab- 
oration of plans, the accumulation of stores and ammunition, 
and the construction of roads. The latter objects were achieved ; 
the weather arrangements did not come up to expectations. 
About the beginning of March we started up the Irish road, 
passed through Ram Allah and Bire, and bivouacked at Balua 
Lake. Here road making was continued apace, while the 
senior Officers went off to explore the Turkish positions. On this 
occasion the positions looked perhaps more formidable than on 
any other. The hills near Beersheba had been sandy slopes ; 
- the hills round Jerusalem steep and stony ; but the hills between 
Ram Allah and Nablus (the ancient Shechem) were worse than 
all others. Not a goat track gave access to these precipices, no 
tiny path linking up one village with its neighbour wormed its 
way between the boulders which littered the hillside; and yet, 
even on the tops were little clearings a few yards in width 
which boasted a trailing vine or a fig-tree, and these efforts at 
cultivation made the “ going”’ all the more difficult, especially 
at night, when one’s feet became entangled in the tendrils of the 
vines. 
7 
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On March 7th we took over the outpost line, “ B ’» Company 
on the right in platoon groups along the knobs of the hill, “A’”’ 
Company somewhat in rear in the centre, while ‘“D”’ Company 
were holding an isolated village, Jura, a good half-mile away on 


the extreme left.- ‘‘C’”’ Company were in reserve with Battalion — 


Headquarters. | 

The general idea was an attack all along the line, the 53rd 
Division on the right, the 74th Division in the centre, and the 
10th (Irish) Division on the left. The particular objective 
assigned to the 230th Brigade was a line of trenches at Burj 
Badawile. Between the outpost line and these trenches was the 
village of Yebrud. We were ordered to take this quietly 
during the night of March 8th. Two platoons of “‘ B’’ Company 
found it strongly held, and ‘‘C’’ Company were sent up. The 
telephone was “‘dis,’’ the night was black, like ink, and a thick 
mist settled down on the hilltops, so that ‘“‘C’’ Company only 
reached the slope opposite to the village at dawn, and they too 
were held up for some time. However, after an hour or two we 
entered the village, and simultaneously the Suffolks and Sussex 
advanced to the attack on the main position. This was taken 
about ten o’clock, and during the afternoon the Battalion were 
concentrated there to consolidate, while the rest of the Brigade 
tried to get on further. Throughout the day shelling and 
machine-gun fire was pretty heavy, but considering everything, 
we were lucky to escape with few casualties. 

The following day the advance continued, and on this 
occasion it was the turn of the Battalion to attack. The 
Turkish position was similar to that of the day before, con- 
sisting of trenches and “sangars”’} perched on the forward 


1 Sniper and machine-gun posts neatly built of rocks and stones, and practi: 
cally invisible on the hillside. 
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slope of a precipice. ‘‘A” and “B” Companies were to 
attack the main position, while ‘‘C”’ occupied a small hill to 
a flank and covered the main advance. After three and a half 
hours of climbing and shooting (and being shot at) the position 
was taken at 5.30 p.m., and we sat down on it and took up 
our outpost line for the night. At first we were rather 
bothered by machine guns from a neighbouring hill, but on 
the whole the night was quiet. The cold was intense. We | 
were 3000 feet up, and the rain began to fall. The following 
morning patrols reported the next ridge clear, and we advanced 
again, but the next day the Corps Commander and others paid 
us a visit, and discussed the situation. It appeared that we had 
advanced more quickly than the Divisions on our flanks, and 
were in a kind of salient. Anyhow, the advance ceased and we 
were shortly afterwards relieved in the outpost line. Measured 
on the map the advance was only four miles, but those who 
ran “‘like goats upon the mountain ”’ will agree that the distance 
might well seem to have been double, and on every occasion we 
landed at night at the top of a precipice. The rations were 
brought along the wadis below and dumped at the foot. 
of the hills, and it was truly “the end of a perfect day” 
to be one of a ration party told off to descend the precipice 
and man-handle the bags of bully beef and biscuits and 
other things up the pathless slope; the only alleviation 
occurred when the rations included a bag or two of mail 
-from home. | | 

These few days were probably a greater test of physical 
endurance than any other during the campaign, and perhaps 
nothing will explain the nature of the country to those who were 
not there better than the fact that 16 men (including the 


Adjutant) were evacuated with sprained ankles. The casualties: ~* . 
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during this period were 1 Officer and 3 other ranks killed, 1 
Officer and 23 other ranks wounded. 

During the next fortnight we were in the oe line near 
Turmus Aya and Sinjil, either actually in the line or behind in 
reserve. There were the usual alarms that characterized an 
outpost line in Palestine, there was the occasional sniping and 
shelling, with the few unlucky casualties, and one attack by the 
Turk, which gave more trouble and excitement to the Stafis 
behind us than to the actual troops hidden in posts among the 
rocks in the front line. 

One post was manned by day in the village of Sinjil itself, 
and from here there was a wonderful view of the valley in 
front, looking towards Nablus. On either side of the valley the 
rocky slopes towered upwards, yet nearer at hand they looked 
no longer gaunt and grim. Many flowering shrubs curled 
round them, and often a ragged promontory seemed to rise 
out of a sea of red, the glorious carpet of anemones. Further 
away the valley opened out, and the white road, the one and 
only road from Jerusalem to Nablus, cut its way through the 
green fields till at length it disappeared into the grey haze 
where the olive groves of Nablus seemed to lean against 
Mount Hermon, reaching its snow-capped top to the sky, high 
above all else and shining pink in the evening sun. 

The names of those killed during these operations are as 
follows: 2nd Lieut. F. W. H. Cooper, M.M.; W. H. Bland, 
C. F. Ford, C. F. Hammon. J. Hardaker died in Hospital. 


CHAPTER XV : 
FAREWELL TO PALESTINE 


N the meantime among the Staffs above us plans began to 
be matured for a further advance; whether they were 

the same as those that caused the final rout of the Turk in the 
following autumn, we know not. Anyhow, the date of the 
advance was fixed and arrangements were well under way. 
Suddenly, without warning, the 74th Division and the 52nd 
Division received orders, which, being interpreted, spelled 
good-bye to the Turk and to Palestine. No definite information 
about our future was given, the greatest secrecy was observed, 
and the censor laid his heavy hand on letters and cables. We 
guessed, however, that we were going out of the frying-pan into 
the fire ; in other words, that we were soon to exchange the 
heat and discomfort of Palestine for the shells and gas of France: 
Were all glad or sorry to go away? It is difficult to say. 
Though fighting in Palestine had its unpleasant moments, there 
was no comparison between attacking a position there and 
“* going over the top”’ in France. In Palestine life in the line 
was not easy. There were no trenches or dug-outs, from which 
to escape the shells or the weather; a bivouac sheet between 
rocks and perched on stones was the only protection. On the 
other hand, the shelling or machine-gun fire was like the twitter- 
ing of a robin compared to the noise and intensity of similar. _ 
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military diversions in France. Yet in Palestine in the spring, 
the fine days and the cloudless nights had noequal. The views, 
the flowers, and the exhilaration of living in the hills held the 
palm over life in the front line in France, where the trench- 
dweller looked out on the abomination of desolation over a net- 
work of wire standing guard over a countryside of gravel pits 
filled with water and charred remains of villages, trees, and 
implements of war. France had only two advantages to offer 
to those who lived and fought there. The first was a domestic 
advantage; a man could keep in touch with his family at 
home; there was the chance of leave; there was the daily 
newspaper. In Palestine there was no chance of leave; a 
letter often took a month to come, and the “ white lie” or 
official summary of news was of little interest. The second 
advantage of France was the official rest. After a spell in the 
line, a Battalion often went into comfortable billets, with 
canteens, concert parties, estaminet and home-like surroundings 
allready to hand. The time in the line was strenuous, and the 
rest was more or less complete. In Palestine the time in the 
line was only strenuous in the way of having to find patrols and 
pickets at night from a diminishing Battalion; the complete 
rest did not exist. We came out of the line and—made 
another road. 

Perhaps if a candid vote had been taken, it would have been 
in favour of France, simply and solely on the ground of leave. 
Many had been abroad since September 1915; those who were 
married wished to see their wives, and those who were not 
married began to think that their advancing years and length 
of service qualified them to seek for a companion to share me 
them the Peace of the future—if it ever came. 

.: | About April 6th we left Turmus Aya, and with four halts 
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marched down to Sura Fend, near Ludd (the ancient Lydda). 
Our way lay through the country we had helped to conquer, 
and over the roads which we had helped to make, and perhaps 
it was with regret that we halted for the last time at Burj © 
Badawile, Beithunia, and Beit Sira. The whole distance was 
about 50 miles. In the valleys the heat was stiffling, and the 
roads still played havoc with our feet, since, owing to the diffi- 
culties of transport, the boot and leather problem had become 
acute of late. This was our greatest trouble, and the results 
_ of the march reflect the greatest credit on the Company Quarter- 
master Sergeants, for it was due to their efforts, that by fair 
means or otherwise, the Battalion was sufficiently well shod to 
enable it to make a most successful march. It is sufficient to 
say that “C” Company went through the whole distance. 
without a single man falling out, while “A” Company also 
had very few casualties. 

After a day or two in the olive groves near Ludd, we started 
on our last railway journey in Palestine. And here it is well to 
make an amende honourable, and to withdraw all the rude remarks 
made about the Kantara-Belah Railway of a year ago. Now 
the line was worthy of its mission. The great advance in 
Palestine was fed and supplied by a great railway, constructed 
out of the small beginnings which had shaken and jolted us 
towards the Battle of Gaza. From Ludd to the Suez Canal was 
only a matter of a twelve hours’ journey, and after the usual 
hustle and bustle of disembarkation, we found ourselves camped 
upon the sand at Kantara. We arrived in Palestine on April 
13th, 1917, and left on April 13th, 1918. It may be of interest 
to the superstitious to know that before we left, we were referred 
to as “ The lucky Buffs.” Taking all things together we had 
had good luck in all our actions. 
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General Sir Edmund Allenby, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
eee Commander-in-Chief, E.E.F. 


“« My DEAR Girpwoop,—I cannot let you and your Division 


without writing to tell you how sorry I am to lose you. 
OO a As you will understand, it is not advisable to issue a 
farewell order; but I want you to know that I am proud to 
have had you and the 74th Division under my Command. 


Your work here has been splendid, and I am sure that, wherever — 


you may go, you will acquit yourselves. You have my warm 
congratulations and thanks.—Yours sincerely, 
‘““Epmunp H. H. ALLENBY.” 


From Lieut.-General Sir Philip Chetwode, K.C.B., 
K.C.M.G., D.S.O. 
Commanding XXth Corps. 


‘“* My Dear Grrpwoop,—The whole XXth Corps, and myself 
in particular, suffer an irreparable loss by the transfer of y®ur 
gallant Division to another theatre. 

‘No man has ever been better served than I have by them, 
or could wish to command finer Troops. Every task set the 
74th has been carried through with uniform gallantry and 
success, and no Division in Palestine has a finer record. 

‘We shall watch your deeds and follow your fortunes, 
wherever you may find yourselves, with the most intense 

interest and sympathy, knowing beforehand that whatever 
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you set your hands to you will carry through with the same 
gallantry and devotion that you have displayed since ycu were 
first formed into a Division. | | 
““On my own behalf, and that of the whole Corps, I wish 
you and your gallant Division God-Speed and Good Fortune.— 
Yours sincerely, — | 
‘“* Poitip W. CHETWODE.” 
2/5/18. 


In connection with the Palestine operations, Capt. C. 
Ponsonby received the Croix de Guerre (French) and Sergt. 
C. E. Cheshire (“‘C’’) the Military Medal, while the following 
were mentioned in dispatches: Capt. C. E. Hatfield, Capt. 
W. C. Lamarque, Lieut. (afterwards Capt.) E. G. Hollebone, 
' RS.M. C. F. Bingham, R.Q.M.S. (afterwards Lieut.) A. Kings- 
ford, Sergt. H. F. Carpenter (“‘H.D.Q.” & “C”), and Pte. 
A. Reardon (“A”). — 


CHAPTER XVI 
FRANCE 


PRELIMINARIES 


HE voyage to France passed off without incident. 
We had the usual “boat stations’’ practices, and 
only one alarm, but to those Olympic veterans who remained 
—especially those, and there were not a few, who had not been 
home on leave since September 1915—considerations of comfort 
(if any) had obviously given way to those of safety. In Olympic 
days we fetched our life-belts when there was an alarm, in 1918 
we wore them always by day and slept beside them by night. 
In 1915 it was not unusual for the Olympic to sweep along with 
a few electric eyes twinkling over the horizon. and watching 
for submarines, while songs and music helped to pass the 
quiet evenings on the Mediterranean. In 1918 not a cigarette 
was allowed after dark, and concerts were forbidden altogether 
for fear of providing too much amusement for a lurking enemy. 
Still, in view of the fact that a ship was torpedoed out 
of the convoy which followed us, we may think ourselves 
fortunate that we arrived without mishap at Marseilles. 

To many who had not been able to obtain leave from the 
desert, it was not unnatural that the two days in Marseilles 
proved all too short, though it is said that the behaviour of the 
Brigade was the subject of a favourable official comment, and 
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that our rendering of the ‘‘ Marseillaise”’ as we marched through 
the town by night on the way to the station, not only awoke 
the inhabitants, but brought tears to their eyes. 

The French trains did not suit us so well as those on the 
much-maligned Kantara-Ludd line. The Legend on the 
trucks “Hommes 40, Chevaux 8” may have been suitable 
to the Frenchman of middle size, but the formula, ‘“‘ one man= 
one and a half Frenchmen,” held good when applied to the 
practice of squeezing the Yeomanry Battalion into French 
trucks. 

However, the journey through some of the most beautiful 
country of France passed off well enough, and after three days 
we left the train at Noyelles, not far from Abbeville, and 
marched past an encampment of Chinese to our first billets in 
France, in the little village of Foret Abbaye. 

France is at its. best in May and June, and after the months | 
of grey desert and barren rocks, with an occasional olive grove 
-a8 an apology for the absence of fine trees, an old French village 
nestling against the great beeches of the Forest of Cregy, and 
almost hidden by the orchards, now bursting into bloom, had 
even more than ordinary attractions for the man from the 
Kast. ; 
But we soon got used to it, and to the ways and language 
of the inhabitants, as well as to their red wine, which they 
sold to us at exorbitant prices. 

Here too, it is unnecessary to mention, training began 
again. We listened to lectures; not the ancient species, but 
now full of realism. We had got to acquire new habits. We 
must “hate’’; so Colonel Ronald Campbell in the best lecture 
on bayonet-fighting that we had ever heard, taught us how 
to vent our primitive feelings on the Hun, while another Officer 
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tickled our fancies for some four hours on the effects of mustard 
(and other) gases. 

By night we watched air raids on Abbeville and the neigh- 
bourhood and comforted the inhabitants, who having been 
out of the range of shell-fire during the whole War, regarded 
each bomb dropped by enemy planes as a personal insult, 
and a-grossly unfair method of warfare. 

From Foret l’Abbaye we went by train to Buneville, and 
from there, after a day or two, marched to Izel-les-Hameau 
in the Arras district, and remained there till the end of June. 
Brigade Headquarters! and the Norfolks were in the same 
village. 

We had now entirely recovered from any effects of the 
Palestine Campaign, and it is probably true that we were at 
this time in a finer condition of health and training than at 
any other time since the amalgamation. We were inspected 
by the Divisional Commander, and it is perhaps not now a 
secret that he pronounced our turn out and appearance to be 
the best in the Division. 

It was with great regret at Izel-les-Hameau that we said 
tarewell to the 12th Norfolks, who with the 12th R.S.F. (Ayr 
and Lanark Yeomanry) and the 24th R.W.F. (Pembroke 
Yeomanry) were taken out of the Division. it had been 
almost a custom in Palestine for Brigade Orders to read, 
‘The 230th Brigade will attack, the Buffs on the right, the 
Norfolks on the left’’; and we had as much confidence in 
them as the old Light Infantry Regiments had in each other 
during the Peninsular War. In fact, on one occasion towards 
the end of the Palestine Campaign, it is recorded how the 


1 Brigadier-General M‘Neill had been succeeded for a few months by Brigadter- 
General Orpen Palmer, D.S.0., who in his turn was succeeded by Brigadter 
_ General W. J. Bowker, C.M.G., D.S.O., in February 1918. 
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Battalion cheered the arrival of the Norfolks when they suddenly 
appeared moving up to our support. The whole Battalion 
turned out to bid them farewell, and the God-speed that we 
gave them was really heart-felt. 

At this time too the Battalion suffered another loss in the 
person of Lt.-Col. Lord Sackville, who, to our great regret, was 
taken from us and sent to the British Mission at French G.H.Q. 
In many cases, no doubt, the age of 52 was rightly considered 
too advanced an age for the worry and work of a Commanding 
Officer in operations in France, but those who tried to keep 
pace with Lord Sackville up and down the precipices in Palestine 
will no doubt pray that they may be as young at 50 as he was 
and is. 

The following note appeared in Battalion Orders : 

“On relinquishing Command of the Battalion to take up 
duties of Liaison Officer at French G.H.Q., Lt.-Col. The Lord © 
Sackville, T.D., wishes to convey to all ranks his sincere regret 
at leaving—to thank every member of the Battalion for their 
unfailing loyal support during the period of his Command, 
and finally to wish every one individually the best of luck for 
the future and a speedy and safe return home.” 

Practices with Tanks, innumerable field-days, bayonet- 
fighting, and football competitions occupied our days, while 
the visits of concert-parties, cinemas, and the like occasionally 
provided amusement for the evenings. The Division was 
attached to the Canadian Corps, and we remember with grati- 
tude the manner in which their Y.M.C.A. at Izel-les-Hameau 
supplied our wants. 

At the end of August we moved to Enquin-les-Mines, where 
training and football continued, and where Brigadier-General 
A. Kennedy, C.M.G., took over Command of the 230th Brigade. 


CHAPTER XVII 
MERVILLE 


OR several weeks during June and July the Division had 

formed part of the G.H.Q. reserve, and was liable to be 

sent anywhere at a moment’s notice. Many ideas appeared 

to pass through the minds of the authorities, but our heads 

were finally turned towards the line in the Merville Sector and 

we arrived at Ham, in Artois, and the following day at La 
Pierriére. - 

Trenches again! More digging ! 

The last two weeks in July found us strengthening the 
Haverskerque-Amusoires Line in front of St. Venant. All 
work was done at night, but we could bathe and play football 
by day; and anyhow we had the consolation of not being 
cramped in trenches. At last, however, on August 4th, after 
the usual preliminaries in the shape of visits of courtesy ex- 
changed between representatives of the present and future 
occupants of the trenches, we took over the line, ‘‘ B ” Company 
on the right in touch with the 229th Brigade, and “‘C”’ Company 
on the left in touch with the Sussex. 

The trenches were very bad, in fact the much despised 
trenches of Gallipoli compared favourably to them as places 
of security or defence. Luckily the weather was fine: We 
must congratulate ourselves ers that although Gallipoli 
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and Palestine did provide many short periods of extreme 
discomfort, of hardship, and of scarcity, yet we were spared the 
many months of misery which warfare in the mud-and-water- 
logged trenches in France entailed. 

No! the weather may have been hot and close; there may 
- have been and there were casualties through shell and random 
machine-gun fire; there may have been the usual uncertainty | 
of life under such conditions ; but, at any rate in the Merville 
Sector, our clothes were dry, and the food was good. 

In the meantime the enemy was obviously getting very 
restive ; he began to retire on our right flank; and on the 
night of August 8th the Companies on the line (“ B” and “C”’ 
Companies) went forward about 1000 yards and crossed the 
enemy’s trenches. The Sussex on the left were held up by some 
enemy posts at the outskirts of the village of St. Floris ; other- 
wise the advance would probably have continued. As it was, 
the following morning “A’’ Company, who went through 
“B” Company on the right, advanced on Calonne. They 
met with a stiff counter-attack, but towards evening a new line 
was taken up in front of the Lys Canal. ‘“‘D” Company were 
on the left of ‘“‘ A’? Company. 

The enemy was obviously in force in front, and particularly 
round Calonne ; at the same time he appeared to be wavering 
all along the line. An attempt was made to test his strength 
on the night of August 12th. The darkness was intense, the 
ground a mass of shell-holes, and the enemy in strong force. 
The attempt failed as an advance, but succeeded in proving 
that the enemy had not left only a few machine guns to cover 
his retirement. A few days later we were relieved, and went 
into reserve in the trenches round St. Floris, by no means 
a healthy locality, Hardly a night passed without some shelling _ 
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and several gas alarms. We continued to fortify the support 
line. Also, in order to increase the food supply, we did a little 
harvesting. The inhabitants had left behind them the most 
wonderful crops, and although the Germans had taken most 
of the reapers and binders, a few were found and utilized by the 
Transport ; in addition each man daily filled a sand-bag with 
ears of wheat, which went down with the ration limbers by night 
to some barn or granary, there to be stored against the shortage 
of food in the coming year. In the meanwhile the population, 
_ prompted by an instinct which told them that in a few weeks 
the district would be free of the Hun, began to return; some 
looked sadly at their ruined houses ; others were able to rejoice 
that their houses only had a few windows broken or a few tiles 
off the roof ; while many of the farming community set to work 
at: once to reap the crop, which a week or two earlier must have 
seemed to be far beyond their reach. | 

In the midst of.all this we received orders to withdraw out 
of the reserve line to La Pierriére, and a day or two later 
marched to Cotes and St. Hilaire, and thence entrained at Lillers 
on the night of August 28th for Heilly, ten miles East of Amiens. 
The 74th Division was to see the Somme battlefield at last. 

The casualties during this period were 24 other ranks lalled, . 
1 Officer and 50 other ranks wounded, and 1 missing. 

The following are the names of those killed : Sergts. C. L. 
Barnett and F. Farroll ; Cpls. W. Anderson, J. P. Betts, M.M., 
J.T. Cavell, W. J. Cook, T. S. Keen, and 8. H. Mussared ; Ptes. 
_ A.C, Adams, O. Ellis, T. Fantham, E. J. Gibbard, R. Hargraves, 
M. Harris, A. Hebbs, HE. W. Johnson, 8. G. Marsh, B. P. Moore, 
J. C. Morecroft, H. R. Osborne, J. H. Pack, D. Simpson, E. P. 
Sladden, and G. Streeter. Missing—S. Laurence: . 
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CHAPTER XVIII! ° 


THE ADVANCE TO THE HINDENBURG LINE 
i 


SEPTEMBER 1918 : 


E now entered on a new type of existence, perhaps less 
strenuous than our life in Palestine, but certainly more 
unpleasant, the whole characterized by irregularity. For 
nearly six months our lives had been comparatively regular. 
Now, we ate when we could, we slept if possible, we only washed 
occasionally. We advanced as fast as the Germans or our 
- arrangements allowed, and when we expected to be relieved — 
and to enjoy a short rest—we advanced again. And throughout 
the whole period we were shelled, sometimes intensely, some- 
times only intermittently, and always with a pretty mixture 
of gas, H.E., and shrapnel, with a little aerial bombing to 
brighten the night and the distasteful music of machine guns 
to enliven the day, whenever we came to close quarters with 
' the enemy. During this advance the 74th Division came into 
the Fourth Army commanded by General Sir H. Rawlinson. 
At Heilly we lay for a day or two, the prey to every kind of 
rumour from the front. The enemy had retired five miles, 
thirteen miles, twenty miles, and so on and so forth. As usual 
only part was true, and, as usual, we knew not the truth. At 


1 See Map. 
Nors.—The materials for this chapter were soups by Lt.-Col. C. H. Balston. 
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length, on August 31st, we received orders to ‘‘embuss.”’ This 
was @ new word to us. We were obviously very “ green.” 
Though it was the fourth year of the War, never before had we 
been asked to reply to the official query for our ‘“ embussing. 
strength ’’! Now we “‘embussed,” the whole Division in two 
hundred and fifty motor buses and lorries. 

Mainly owing to the state of the roads, the buses took us to 
out destination near Maricourt by a circuitous route, and we 
did not arrive till 9 p.m. The road was crowded with troops 
and transport, and progress was most difficult. We ‘‘ debussed.”’ 
Guides appeared to lead us to our area, but after going a short 
distance confessed to a complete ignorance of their whereabouts. 
There was nothing for it but to lie down till dawn. When 
morning came we found that we were within half a mile of 
Maricourt, and close to a battery of ‘‘ heavies,’’ which were 
recelving some attention from the enemy’s artillery. Near 
here we rested for the day, while the plans were matured for the 
attack on the enemy’s position, which was, roughly, the line 
of the Canal du Nord immediately south of Moislains. The 
attack was made on September 2nd by the 229th Brigade, with 
one Battalion of the 230th Brigade (the 16th Sussex) on their 
right. It was held up short of the objective by devastating 
machine-gun fire, which caused many casualties, but the enemy 
vacated part of his position. We were in reserve and moved 
to a valley south-west of Moislains, where we were intermit- 
tently shelled with gas and H.E. by day and night for two days 
until we relieved the 229th Brigade in the outpost line. 

The enemy were holding Midinettes Trench immediately 
east of the Canal. An Officer’s patrol found it strongly held, 
but on the morning of September 5th, two platoons of “C ”’ 
Company, pushing forward to keep touch with the Division on 
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the left (47th (London) Division), captured the trench without 
_ serious opposition. In the evening the whole line reached the 
Peronne-Cambrai road, but an attempt to advance further met 
with determined resistance ; in addition, a heavy rain made 
the work of defence easier than that of attack. However, the 
weather cleared on the following day and the advance con- 
tinued, so fast indeed that we outstripped the Division on our 
left, and passing through Templeux la Fosse reached Longa- 
vesnes and took up an outpost line just beyond it. In a period 
of twenty-eight hours the 230th Brigade had advanced just 
over 8000 yards. On September 7th the 23lst Brigade went 
through us, and we became the reserve Brigade of the Division. 

After two days’ comparative rest, punctuated by the usual” 
shelling, and moistened by a cold and heavy rain, we marched 
through Villers Faugon after dark, and relieved the 229th 
Brigade (14th R.H. and 12th Somersets) in the front line. Our 
condition during the next four days can be briefly comprehended 
in three words, wet, cold, and shelled. At length we were 
relieved by the 24th Welsh (231st Brigade), the weather cleared, 
and we bivouacked cheerfully on the downs south of Long- 
avesnes; cheerfully, because it seemed likely that the 74th 
Division would receive a rest in return for its labours. As 
usual, rumour was a lying jade, and on September 16th we 
moved into the Faustine Quarries preparatory for a further 
advance. Here the rain came down again, and intensive gas 
and H.E. shelling, varied by that worst of all evils, aeroplane 
bombing, gave us something by which to remember the Quarries 
in our hours of leisure in the future. 

During the next few days our leisure—to say nothing of our 
existence—in the future seemed to be problematic. 

On September 18th at dawn, in pouring rain, began the attack 
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on the outpost positions of the Hindenburg Line. Few of us_ 
had ever heard a din so great as that made by our Artillery and 
machine-gun barrage, but all agreed that the result was all 
that could be desired. The enemy soon had enough, and began 
to surrender. Even the famous quarries at Templeux le 
Gerrard, where pits and refuse heaps, holes and caves formed 
ideal ground for defence, were given up. The Sussex and 
Suffolks, with the Buffs and Somersets (229th Brigade) closely 
in support, moved on through the quarries to Hargicourt 
Trench, the first objective, which was captured at 8 a.m. 
After an hour’s halt the barrage started to creep forward 
again. This time we were in front, and our objective was Zogda 
Trench and Rifle Pit Trench, between 1500.and 2000 yards away. 
From the jumping-off place the ground sloped away into 
a slight depression and then rose again towards the objective ; 
but the barrage was perfect, and gave us great confidence, and, 
though held up for a time by machine-gun fire, we captured 
the trenches soon after midday, and, later on, pushed on for a 
further 300 yards towards the “‘ Enploitation Line.”’ 
In the meanwhile, events had not been going so well on our 
left. The 18th Division were held up by some strong positions 
round Epéhy and Ronssoy, and this kept back the 231st Brigade, 
who were on the left of the 74th Division. We had to stop, 
as also the Australians on our right. About 5 p.m. Very 
lights went up on the left, showing that a counter-attack was 
threatened there, and the Artillery immediately put down a 
barrage along the line of the second objective. As we were 
300 yards in advance of this, we were involved in the barrage, 
and had to come back to Zogda and Rifle Pit Trenches. Here 
we rested as best we could for the night. Except for the last 
hour or two, the day had again demonstrated the possibility 
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of almost enjoying a battle, when the organization was good, 
and everything went according to prearranged plan. The 
barrage of Artillery and machine guns “crept’’ at exactly 
the right speed, the difficulty of changing direction in the middle 
of a movement had been overcome, and the pace of the advance | 
shattered the enemy’s morale. It was only unfortunate that 
his positions on our left had been strong enough to hold up 
part of the line. Had the whole line been able to get 
on, it might have facilitated the subsequent operations. As 
it was, however, the 74th Division could not grumble. They 
were showered with compliments. They captured on that 
day 18 Officers and 873 other ranks, ten 77 mm. field guns, three 
4:2 in. howitzers, five trench-mortars and over ninety machine 
guns. | 

It was after the capture of the Templeux Quarries that Major 
I. Buxton, the Brigade Major of 230th’ Brigade, rode forward 
with his groom to see what was happening. He left his groom 
with the horses and climbed up to the top of the quarries. 
When he came back he found the groom much perturbed 
with the conundrum, ‘‘ How is one man to hold two horses and 
at the same time look after forty armed Germans who suddenly 
come out of a cave and surrender to him?” Major Buxton 
solved the problem by making the prisoners carry down some 
wounded men, and converting the stretcher-bearers into escorts 
to the prisoners. 

For the next two days we remained in Rifle Pit Trench — 
and Zogda Trench, and at times received our share of heavy 
shelling, while the activity of the enemy’s snipers made it 
difficult to keep up communication between front line and 
Battalion Headquarters. 

In the meantime a further advance was planned for Sep- 
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tember 21st, the objective being the high ground round Quenne- 
mont Farm, about 1200 yards from Zogda Trench. A bare slope 
without protection of any kind rose towards the farm, and 
our short residence in the locality had proved to us that the whole 
ridge on which the farm stood was well provided with machine- 
gun positions, and well protected with wire. As before, the 
Australians were operating on the right, and the 231st Brigade, 
somewhat behind, on the left of our Brigade. We started to 
advance before daybreak behind a barrage. All went well at first: 
Then, as soon as it was light, we ran into thick belts of wire near 
Zoo Trench. A few got through, but by this time the barrage was 
a long way ahead and finally stopped, the enemy emerged from 
his dug-outs, and we found ourselves involved in an inferno of. 
shells and machine-gun bullets. The attacking troops (“C” and 
“TD ” Companies) could do nothing but shelter in shell-holes and 
await developments. The support Company (“A ”’) were simi- 
larly situated in Triangle Trench, tied to the ground by machine- 
gun fire and absence of cover. The situation became worse owing 
to the retirement of the troops on our left, in face of a deter- 
mined counter-attack by. the enemy, who thus threatened. the 
rear of our advance and support Companies. Then passed a 
day unparalleled as yet in our annals. Any one who tried to 
move from one shell-hole to another was shot at once; one or 
two runners with the greatest gallantry got through wounded, 
with reports from the front line, but none from Headquarters 
ever reached the two forward Companies. The telephone line 
was “ dis”’ at intervals throughout the day, and communication 
was only maintained intermittently with the Brigade by some 
of the signallers who time after time made valiant efforts to 
keep the line repaired. 

The Brigade and Battalion on our left had taken up a new 
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line parallel with Zogda Trench, and as it grew dark the remnants 
of the Companies got back in small parties to this trench, and, 
later on, being relieved by the 15th Suffolks and the 229th 
Brigade, we took up new positions in reserve in Bolsover 
Switch and, completely exhausted, fell asleep. 

The following day was spent in making lists of those who were 
absent and re-organizing the shattered remains of the Battalion. 
On the morning of September 22nd there were left 7 Officers, 
Major C. H. Balston, Lieut. C. 8. W. Stanley (Adjutant), Lieut. 
C. W. Hickson (Forward Report Centre), and Lieut. Downs 
(Signalling Officer), Capt. Bissett (Doctor), Lieuts. Court and 
Thornton (“A ”’ Company) and about 160 men. During the day, 
however, @ fine draft of over 60 new but entirely inexperienced 
men arrived, and immediately received their baptism of fire in 
the shape of a spell of heavy shelling, which caused several 
casualties. 

Rumours about relief were now confirmed by the advent of 
American Officers. We explained to them what had happened 
and what might happen. We took them round, just as an out. 
going tenant takes his successor round the house, with this 
difference, that here the out-going tenant was glad to leave and 
only hoped that the roof would not fall in before he gave up 
possession. 

At last came the relief. We marched back to the Transport — 
lines near Templeux, and found a splendid meal awaiting us. 
We fell asleep again—and slept the sleep of the dead. The next 
day found us, still weary and sore, at Peronne, where we entrained 
for Villers-Bretonneux, and went into billets at Aubigny. 

. The 74th Division was again to change its scene of operations. 
It was not unwilling. The early part of the month had been 
successful, September 18th a day to remember with pleasure 
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and pride, but September 21st was a black day—perhaps one of 
the black days that will always remain an unpleasant memory. 
It had no good points 

We entrained at Peronne with 10 Officers and 334 other 
ranks.2 The casualties during this period were 4 Officers and 
54 men killed, 12 Officers and 194 men wounded, and 4 missing. 

The following decorations were received after these opera- 
tions: Military Cross—the late Capt. C. E. Hatfield (“A ”’). 
Military Medal—Sergts. W. W. Denton (“B”) and R. I. 
English (“C’’); Cpl. W. A. Dunn (“A”); Ptes. the late 
G. C. Dennett (“H.D.Q.” and “A”), the late F. J. Dier 
(“A”), H. A. Forscutt (“‘H.D.Q.” and “C”), H. G. Hibbs | 
(CO), A. Mather (“ H.D.Q.” and “C”), F. Sidwell (“ H.D.Q.” 
and “D”), J. J. Sutch (R.A.M.C. 230th F.A.), and A. W. 
Willis (“‘C”). Capt. M. Haughton, M.C. (“‘C”), was men- 
tioned in dispatches. 

The following are the names of those killed or died of 
wounds received between September Ist and September 25th, 
1918: 

CaptainC. E. Hatfield, M.C.,Captain H.L. Allfrey; Lieutenant 
E. G. Porter, 2nd Lieutenant L. H. Oxley; Sergeants A. E. 
Francis, J. R. Garland, H. W. Parker; Corporals HE. E. Clarke, 
W. Smith, A. W. Wells; Privates A. Barker, R. Bedford, 
H. Bishop, A. J. Bolton, W. A. Border, B. Brook, W. J. Burton, 
D. Crummery, F. J. Dier, M.M., W. W. Derrick, G. C. Dennett, 
M.M., A. Dawes, H. Dillon, F. Elliott, 8. C. Elsworth, A. Filsel, 


1 The casualites incurred by the 74th Division between September 2nd and 
28th, 1918, were: killed, 34 Officers, 36 other ranks ; wounded, 143 Officers 
and 2712 other ranks ; missing, 8 Officers, 188 other ranke. 

2 It must be remembered that approximately 4 Officere and 100 other ranks 
were on ““ B” Teams (in reserve) during this period, and were not in the fighting 
during the month. 
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C. F. Godward, F. Gunstone, A. Hayward, H. J. Holbrook, 
G. T. Hopkins, P. G. Hoskins, J. M. Hoyle, F. E. Jarman, F. T. 
Kemble, J. King, M. King, A. A. Linkins, F. 8. Longley, 8. J. 
Mealing, F. J. Miller, F. J. Moore, F. Ockenden, H. J. O’Leary, 
F. Pankhurst, J.D. Platt, H. Read, F. Reardon, A. J.Richardson, — 
R. E. Rush, A. Savage, W. E. Smith, W.F. Starling, H. Taylor, 
F. Viggor, J. Walker, W. Waterhouse, T. J. Waters, J. Whit- 
tington. The following are the names of those still reported 
missing: L. A. Allen, G. E. Barham, A. 8. Hughes, and A. 
Tyler. 


CHAPTER XIX! 
THE ADVANCE ON LILLE AND TOURNAI 


S we left the Somme Front the following Order was re- 


ceived from General Sir H. Rawlinson commanding 
the Fourth Army: 


The 74th Division has taken a prominent part in the suc- 
cessful advance of the Fourth Army during the past month, 
and much to my regret has been ordered to another part of the 
British front. 

“The work of this Division during a period of severe and 
continuous fighting is worthy of the best traditions of the 
Yeoman stock of Great Britain. 

“ Brought to this country from a hot climate, where they took 
part in a very different method of warfare, the 74th Division 
has quickly adapted itself to the altered conditions, and has 
fought with a determination and courage which is beyond 
praise. 

“In the capture of Aizecourt, Driencourt, Templeux La Fosse, 
Longavesnes, Villiers Faugon, and Templeux Le Guerard the 
Division has made a name for itself which ranks with the best 
Division fighting in the British Army, and I desire to offer 
to all ranks my warmest thanks for their gallantry and self- 
sacrifice. 


1 See Map. 


Nots.—The material for this chapter was supplied by Capt. G. H, Peckham, 
M,C, 
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“In addition to the considerable area of ground gained, the 
Division has captured over 1700 prisoners. 


“TI greatly regret that the Division is leaving the Fourth 
Army, and in wishing all ranks every good fortune, I trust I 
may at some future time find the 74th Division once more under 
my command. | 


(Signed) H. Rawttnson, 


General Commanding Fourth Army. 
“H.Q. Fourth Army, 
September 28th, 1918.” 


Two days at Aubigny were hardly sufficient to rest, refit, and 
reorganize. Rest was necessary for all who had been through the 
fighting of the last month. Reorganization was essential owing 
to the number of casualties among the Officers and N.C.0O.’s, 
and naturally, arms and equipment had to be drawn in large 
quantities to replace the losses and waste of war. The stay at 
Aubigny could be hardly dignified by the name of Rest, and 
suddenly on September 27th we received orders to entrain at 
 Heilly, and the following morning arrived at Lillers. Exactly 
a month before we had left Lillers for Heilly. To those 
who returned there, the month seemed to have been an 
eternity. 

Had we been able to foresee that six short weeks would mark 
the end of our labours, our outlook would have been different, 
but at this date it 1s doubtful whether the vision of any one, 
even with full knowledge of what was happening behind the 
scenes, could have pierced the veil of the future. As usual, 
_ our knowledge of events was limited to our own orders and our 
own sector; we knew that the enemy was retiring, we surmised 
that we should follow him up, and so surmising went into billets 
at Allouagne for a day or two. 
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The weeks that followed were kaleidoscopic. The scene 
changed daily, or rather the locality changed, but the scene was 
always the same. At first, mile upon mile of devastated country, 
villages marked on the map, but obliterated on the ground ; 
country which resembled a series of gravel-pits, adorned with 
festoons of barbed wire; avenues of burnt poles instead of 
trees, and perforated walls where formerly stood prosperous 
farms. 

By October 3rd, after advancing through Richebourg, we 
reached Sainghin, and the scene changed. By this time we 
were on the fringe of the area which for four years had been 
_ the scene of warfare ; conditions began to improve. A village 
was more than a place on the map. Perhaps a few houses 
remained almost intact, though of inhabitants there was still 
no sign. The country was still a desert, thistles and nettles 
mingled with wire; there were shell-holes, but less numerous 
than before. In order, however, to delay our advance, the 
enemy was resorting to every kind of expedient. Roads were 
blown up at the junctions, or blocked by iron posts cemented 
into the road, or by huge trees felled acrossit. Every bridge was 
scientifically destroyed. 

The 55th Division on our right were held up by the La Bassée 
Canal at this period, and the advance halted at Sainghin for a few 
days, during which we were heavily shelled. Numerous patrols 
were sent out day and night to keep touch with the enemy. 
At length, on October 10th, we were relieved by a Battalion of 
the 55th Division and went into reserve, finding shelter from the 
weather, if not from shells, in some huts in @ wood about a mile 
behind the line. On October 13th we were in the front line again, 
and shortly afterwards moved on through Wavrin to Wattignies, 
where we went into billets. 
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We now began to approach civilization. Thanks to excellent 
work by the R.E.’s, we crossed the La Bassée Canal on pontoon 
bridges to the south of Lille, and here, for the first time, met the 
local inhabitants. They rushed out to welcome us, they kissed 
(some of) us. They adorned us with tricolor rosettes, and they 
hung from every window the French and Belgian Flags which 
they had concealed from the Germans for the last four years. 
Leaving Lille on our left, the advance continued till we reached 
Baisieux, where we gave a concert and remained until October 
24th. Notwithstanding the pace of the enemy’s retreat, he 
still found time to play his old tricks, and booby-traps were 
by no means uncommon. A Company of the Suffolks were 
billeted in a house in Baisieux. The morning after their arrival 
it suddenly burst into flames from end to end, with local ex- 
plosions. Five men were burnt, and several had miraculous 
escapes by jumping from the upper windows of the house. A 
strong wind was blowing, and there seemed every chance of the 
fire spreading, but by the efforts of the Suffolks and ourselves it 
was confined to three houses. . 

We were now approaching Tournai, and when we reached 
Orcq, about four miles away, it was obvious that the enemy 
were going to try to make a stand. The shelling both of gas 
and H.E. was at times so severe that such of the inhabitants as 
remained in the village were sent back. Orcg was by no means 
a healthy place, and we had several unlucky casualties from shell 
and machine-gun fire, and were not sorry to move into reserve 
at Hertain at the end of the month. However, Tournai was 
- doomed, and it was only a question of days. The Brigade were 
billed to make a triumphant entry, and the Buffs were to lead 
the Brigade. So “Spit and Polish’’ was the order of the 
day, and when Brigadier-General Kennedy inspected us on 
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November 4th, he could not sufficiently congratulate Major 
Bevan! on the smart appearance of the Battalion and its 
Transport. 

On November 8th information was received that the enemy 
had withdrawn, and we made entry into the Faubourg-de-Lille, 
the suburb of Tournai, with the band playing, and equipment 
shining. It was a great success, but, suddenly, machine-gun 
fire! The enemy still held the town. The procession stopped, 
patrols went through the band, and desultory street fighting 
continued into the night. On the following day, however, the 
enemy really did leave the town, after blowing up all the bridges 
over the Scheldt, and on November 10th we turned out a 
Guard of Honour for the King and Queen of the Belgians, 
who showed their devotion to their people of Tournai by visiting 
them only one day after the enemy’s departure. 

On November 11th we prepared to advance again, when 
suddenly the news arrived that hostilities had ceased. Press 
correspondents have described the glorious scenes of jubilation 
among the troops in the front line on this occasion. How men 
cheered and danced, and played football with their tin hats 
and soon. In actual fact with us there was no excitement at 
all. If an Englishman is pleased, he does not show it. Some 
may have remarked, “‘ Good job, too!” others saw no reason 
to show their pleasure, for they did not believe the news, and 
gave vent to their unbelief in the characteristic and ornamental 
language of the British Army. 

During these operations the following Decorations were re- 
ceived: Military Cross—Capt. J. I. H. Friend; Military © 


1 During these operations Lt.-Col. C. H. Balston was on “ B” Teams (i.e. 
in Reserve), and Major F. Bevan, D.S.O. (25th R. W.F.), commanded the Battalion, 
Major Ponsonby being absent on a course in England. 
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Medal—Sergt. J. Rudman (“B’”’), Pte. B. G. Hale (“C”). The 
casualties were: 2 Officers and 18 men killed; 2 Officers and 
71 men wounded. 

The following are the names of those killed: 2nd Lieut. 
J. E. Dodson, 2nd Lieut. F. W. Morley ; C.Q.M.8. C. Thorpe, 
C.Q.M.S. P. Walsey ; Sergt. D. Holmes; Cpls. D. F. Barratt 
and F. D. Hoare ; Ptes. H. Ashpole, 8. Brown, T. A. E. Browne, 
F. J. Fellows, G. Flack, R. E. M. Hall, H. 8. Hodges, F’. Holliday, 
J. Fz Laker, R. P. Laker, A. Painter, A. Simpkins, G. Thomas. 
There died also about this time Sergt. R. N. H. Stephens, 
W. J. Gatwood, E. 8. Mugleston, W. J. Naylor, A. H. Nichols, 
S. Pegden, A. Williams, and C. P. Young. | 


THE BROKEN SPUR. 
The Sign of the 74th Division. 


CHAPTER XX 
BELGIUM AND THE END 


HOUGH many months were to elapse before the Battalion 
reached home and ceased to exist, there is little of interest 

to chronicle. 
On the day of the Armistice we moved out of Tournai to 
Montreuil-au-Bois, and then onthrough Escalette and Herquecies 


to Barry. Here we remained for nearly a month, engaged in 


mending the roads and railways. On December 7th we re- 
ceived a visit from His Majesty the King. Formal prepara- 
tions had been made for his reception, but at his express wish 
all these were put aside, and he came walking down the road 
among us without any show of pomp or formality. It is un- 
necessary to add that the very informality of his visit enabled 
us to give him a more spontaneous and expressive welcome. 

On December 15th we marched to Fresnes, and from there, 
after a night at Deux Acren, arrived at Thollembeek and 
Vollezeel; two villages about 35 miles from Brussels. 

Though many of the railways and roads in the neighbourhood 
had been destroyed before the enemy retired, this part of the 
country had not been in the fighting area at any time during the 
War. But the population had suffered much from four years 
of occupation. They had had little food; they had received no 
money for troops billeted on them ; they had had their men 
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taken from them to work behind the line or in Germany; their 
brass ornaments, door knobs, bell-pulls, etc., had been torn from 
their places, their mattresses and blankets had been taken away ; 
& passport was necessary for the shortest journey, and every one 
was registered and watched. Of course many evaded the 
regulations ; hid their brass and copper things, and smuggled - 
«the necessaries of life from one part of the country to the other; 
some, no doubt, who had things to sell, made money out of the 


- Boche, but speaking generally, it is safe to say that in England 


it was not recognized what an extremity of misery it is to live - 
cheek by jowl with your enemy for four years, to be watched 
always, to fear daily imprisonment or death for yourself or 
your relations, and above all, for four years to be able to get no. 
true news of the outside world except in the form of belated 
letters or newspapers which occasionally trickled through from 
Switzerland. | . 

The release from such an existence, combined with a very 
real desire to express their thanks to the English nation, not 
only for its great share in winning the War, and rescuing their 
country from oppression, but also for having provided a haven 
of rest for so many of their fellow-countrymen in England, 
incited the inhabitants of Thollembeek and Vollezeel to stretch 
their hospitality to its utmost limits. They made every effort 
to make us comfortable in our billets during the long and rather 
tedious period of waiting for demobilization. 

After the strenuous life of the last few months, it was difficult 
to sit down and contemplate an indefinite future. However, 
football still provided relaxation in the afternoons, while the 
visits of concert parties helped us to make some small return 
for the kindness of the Belgian ladies by giving them an insight 
into the songs and dances and wit of the English stage. 

9 | 
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The Divisional Concert Party, ‘“ The Broken Spurs,” largely 
recruited from the Battalion, paid us occasional visits, while our 
own Concert Party presented “Ali Blotto: An Original Play,” 
not only to us but to the whole Division, and met with a recep- 
tion which called to mind the successes of “ Lance-Corporal 
Aladdin ” and “ The Invictas ” at Sollum in the early days of 
the Battalion’s existence. , 

Towards the end of January the Battalion was selected to 
represent the Division, and incidentally the British Army, in a 
~ Royal Review at Brussels by the King of the Belgians. After 
a week of preparation we went by motor bus to Anderlecht, a 
suburb of Brussels, where we were billeted for the night. The 
following day the review took place, and after two days’ holiday 
we returned to our Belgian villages. 

The following appreciation appeared in Battalion Orders : 

“The C.O. wishes to thank each member of the Battalion 
for his share in helping to make the Royal Inspection at Brussels 
@ great success ,and adding further to the good reputation of the 
Battalion. A special word is due to the Transport, whose turn 
out was beyond praise, particularly having regard to the fact — 
that almost all their equipment has been through the campaign 
in Palestine and France.” 

During the following month demobilization became fast 
and furious, and the Battalion was quickly reduced to a shadow 
of its former self. 

On February 27th the Battalion moved to Grammont,! a 
town of about 13,000 inhabitants, and a few days later all the 
remaining men (about 120) who joined the Army after January 
Ist, 1916, went off to the Ist (Royal West Surrey Regiment) The 
Queen’s. 

} Pte. L, E. Tucker died at Grammont in March 1919. 
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The Battalion was now reduced practically to Cadre strength 
_ of 4 Officers and 46 men. | 

During the month of March the following Order was issued 
by Major-General E. 8. Girdwood on relinquishing the Command 
of the 74th Division : | 


‘I deeply regret that the time has come for me to bid fare- 
well to the Division which I have had the honour to Command 
since its formation in Palestine, on March 4th, 1917. 

‘‘No Commander has ever had the good fortune to be 
supported by such loyal troops. You have built up an esprit 
de corps second to none in the British Army, and it is due to 
this fact, combined with your devotion and gallantry, that 
every task which has been set the Division has been carried 
through with brilliant success. 

‘To my sorrow, owing to the short notice given me to join 
my new Command, I am prevented from saying good-bye 
to you all personally. I wish, however, to thank you all from 
the bottom of my heart for your incomparable loyalty and 
devotion to duty during the two years of sunshine and storm 
that we have been through together, and in which you have 
built up the undying fame of the 74th Yeomanry Division. 

_ “T leave you, taking with me the priceless knowledge that 
the Division has played its part, and more than its part, in 
this great War, and a very deep and lasting remembrance of 
those good and gallant comrades who laid down their lives 
or have been maimed in the service of their King and Country. 

‘I wish you all God-speed and every happiness and pros- 
perity in the future, and again I offer you, one and all, my 
heartfelt thanks for your loyal and generous support, and the 
friendship which you have always extended to me. 

“‘ (Signed) EK. S. Grrpwoop, 
Major-General, % 
Commanding 74th Yeomanry Division. 
‘“‘ Divisional Headquarters, 
~ 14th March 1919.” 
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On the termination of hostilities Capt. G. H. Peckham 


received the Military Cross, C.S.M. L. Salt (“B’”’), C.S.M. P. 


Faulkner (“A”), Sergt. H. J. Smith (Div. H.Q.), and Sergt. 


S. F. Sparrow (‘ B ”) received the M.8.M., while the following 
were mentioned in dispatches: Capt. G. W. Bissett, R.A.M.C., 
Lieut. F. D. Wilkinson, M.C. (“D”), the late C.Q.M.S. C. 
Thorpe (“D”), C.Q.M.S. W. J. Akehurst (“C”), C.Q.MLS. 
O. F. Harvey (“B’”’), the late Sergt: P. G. Foley (“ H.D.Q.” 
& “B’”) and Cpl. T. Greenlees (Transport). 

On June 17th the Colour recently presented to the Battalion 
was consecrated at Canterbury by the Chaplain-General, and 
on June 21st the Cadre of the Battalion took part in the great 
memorial service not. only in honour of their own comrades, 
but of all those of the ten Battalions of The Buffs who had 
fallen in the War. Every Battalion was represented, and 
Canterbury Cathedral was crowded with soldiers, serving or 
demobilized, and with the relatives of those who had died in 
the service of their country. . 

At the beginning of the service came the ceremony of 
depositing the Colours of the 6th and 10th Battalions. Lt.- 
Col. C. Ponsonby, standing in front of the Guard of Honour, 
saluted the Dean (Dean Wace) and handed to him the Battalion’s 
Colour with the following words : 


‘‘Mr. Dean, on behalf of the 10th Royal East and West 
Kent Yeomanry Battalion, The Buffs, I have the Honour to 
request that you will take charge of this Colour, presented 
by His Majesty the King, and keep it in safe custody until 
such time as it may be required.”’ 


This act marked the end of the 10th (Yeomanry) Battalion, 
The Buffs. In the short period of its existence it had fully 
played its part in the War. Formed on February Ist, 1917 
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it ceased to exist on June 2Ist, 1919. It fought in Palestine 
and France. Its casualties numbered 8 Officers and 134 men 
killed, and 24 Officers and 486 men wounded, while, so far as 
can be ascertained, 10 died of sickness. 

The impressive service at Canterbury brought home to 
us once again the memory of our comrades who lie among 
the rugged hills round Beersheba and Jerusalem or in the shell- 
torn land of France. 

The Last Post sounds through the ancient Cathedral. 
It sounds ‘‘ Good-bye”’ to those who have gone. It sounds 
“Good-bye ” to the old 10th Battalion. The Reveillé sounde. 
Its notes breathe hope to those who mourn their gallant dead. 
‘The same 10th Battalion cannot rise again, but Phoenix-like 
from its ashes arise those Yeomanry Regiments who. com- 
bined to create it, the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles and 
The West Kent (Q.0.) Yeomanry. 


Notr.—Since the above was written, the Government has held many con- 
ferences regarding the future of the Yeomanry. It now seems to be more than 
probable that the two Regiments will cease to exist as Cavalry, but be united once 
more to form a Brigade of Field Artillery. 

APRIL 1920. 
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2/1 WEST KENT YEOMANRY 


THE 2/1 West Kent Yeomanry was formed at the end of 
August 1914 by Lieut.-Col. Lord Hythe, T.D., and in re- 
sponse to an appeal by him in the Press, 300 recruits were 
immediately obtained. Many of them had seen service in 
other wars. 

Training was carried on at Maidstone under the difficult 
circumstances, such as lack of uniforms, arms, and equipment, 
which characterized in those days the infancy of all newly- 
formed Regiments or Battalions. Atthe beginning of September 


a large draft, insurpassable in physique, was sent to the first | 


line, but numbers were soon made up, and in January 1915 the 
Regiment moved to Hounslow Barracks, where it was fully 
equipped and mounted and, after a few months’ training in 
Richmond Park and elsewhere, attained a very high standard of 
excellence. At this time the Regiment was commanded by 
Lieut.-Col. Lord Hythe, with Col. F. S. W. Cornwallis as second 
in command, Lieut.-Col. O. Moseley Leigh, Adjutant, and Lieut. 
A. W. Way ! (who had been in the Regiment for thirty years, and 
was R.Q.M.S. at the outbreak of war) as Quartermaster. Col. 
Cornwallis, Major the Hon. E. J. Mills, D.S.O.,1 and Major A. 
Davison were the Squadron leaders. 

In June 1915 the Regiment moved to Maresfield, where it 


1 Served with West Kent Yeomanry in South African War. 
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took over the horses ! of the Canadian Dragoons and Strathcona’s 
Horse, and after spending a month at Wrotham, digging trenches 
for the defence of London, in October went into the hutments 
of the first line at Westbere, where it remained till July 1916. 

During this period drafts were sent from time to time to the 
first line, including one of 67 men a few days hefore it left 
England, and a draft of 27, mainly transport men, went to 
Salonika in the autumn of 1915, but, apart from this, the Regi- 
ment was regarded as an independent unit, and as such expected 
to see service overseas. As time went on, however, the prospect 
of service overseas, a8 a unit, appeared to diminish, and gradually 
commissions ? and transfers told their tale. 

The end of the old régime came in October 1916, when the 
order was received to hand over the horses to the Dorset Yeo- 
manry, and to take in return that most painful and dull of all 
conveyances, the bicycle. No wonder that it was without 
much regret that in November two drafts totalling 237 men 
went to join the Royal West Kent Regiment (mainly the 7th 
Battalion) in France. 

At the end of 1916 the remains of the Regiment were amal- 
gamated with the 2/1 Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles, and 
called the 9th Yeomanry Cyclist Regiment. As such, with 
headquarters at Woodbridge in Suffolk, it formed a part of the 
East Coast Defence Scheme. | 

In April 1917 the amalgamation was quashed, and the 2/1 
West Kent Yeomanry reformed under the command of Lieut.- 
Col. R. B. Pott, with the late Major Cordy Simpson as second 
in command. Both these Officers had been invalided home from 


1Th: horses at Hounslow were supplied by (and trained for) the 
Remounts Department. 

2 Over 100 men went for commissions between August 1916 and De- 
cember 1916. : 
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the first line. In the meanwhile, the numbers had been made 
up by the inclusion of what remained of the 3/1 West Kent 
Yeomanry, which had been disbanded. In April 1918 the 
Regiment moved to Dublin, where it was entrusted with the 
defence of Dublin Castle. In July it went to Claremorris, Co. 
Mayo, and in March 1919 to Renmore Barracks, Co. Galway, 
where as guardian ef the Irish Peace it remains unto this day. 

It has been impossible to trace the fortunes of all members 
of the 2/1 West Kent Yeomanry, but the following information 
has been received in response to an advertisement in the Press. 

Capt. (A/Major) 8S. G. Thompson, attd. Royal West Kent — 
Regiment, was awarded the Military Cross; Capt. H. W. S. 
Venn, Capt. and Adjt., Intelligence Corps, awarded O.B.E. ; 
Sergt. J. Douglas Aitchison (in West Kent Yeomanry in 1906) _ 
won D.C.M. while serving with 7th Royal West Kent Regiment — 
in 1918; Sergt. H. Goff (in West Kent Yeomanry, 1908-1912) 
awarded Military Medal. 

The following are reported to have been killed in aetion : 
Lieut. Bonham Carter (Grenadier Guards), Lieut. R. Field 
(10th Hussars), Sergt. E. J. Coombes, L/Cpl. R. W. Cutbush, 
R. H. Fisher, A. T. Francis, Lieut. B. Fuller, J. C. Graham, A. - 
HK. Hills, H. E. Humphrey, C. Oxley, F. Pankhurst, F. K. Ston- 
ham, W. Triplow, and Sergt. F. Wood (all Royal West Kent 
Regiment); Capt. 8. Skelton (East Kent Regiment) killed in 
Mesopotamia. 
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8/1 WEST KENT YEOMANRY 


THE 3/1 West Kent Yeomanry was formed at the end of 1914 
as a draft-finding Regiment, and acted as a depot for the first 
line when that Regiment proceeded overseas. Colonel Lord 
Henry Nevill and Major C. Leveson Gower in turn commanded 
the Regiment. Training was carried on at first at Maidstone, 
till in June 1915 the Regiment was moved to Canterbury, and 
attached to the 3rd and 6th Dragoon Guards, the three forming _ 
the 3rd Reserve Cavalry. In May 1916 the Regiment moved to 
Crowborough, in July to St. John’s Common, and in November 
to Southborough, near Tunbridge Wells. In January 1916 a draft 
of 78 men was sent to join the first line in Egypt, and between 
March 1916 and January 1917 five further drafts, some com- 
posed mainly of old men returning from furlough or sick 
leave, went to the first line. In the latter half of 1916 drafts 
totalling 560 N.C.O.’s and men were sent to various Regiments 
in France, a large proportion going to 13th Middlesex Regiment, 
and in February 1917 the remaining personnel joined the second 
line, and the 3/1 West Kent Yeomanry ceased to exist. 

The following are reported to have been killed in action: 
F. G. Bubb, R. H. Bugden, G. T. Clark, A. J. Coulter, T. Darby, 
G. F. Dowling, A. E. Ellis, A. E. Fermor, C. Gilbert, E. A. 
Glover, T. W. Hopkins, 8S. Ingram, A. Latter, J. Leary, M. L, 
Lemon, E. T. Lower, H. Noakes, F. LL. Smith, P. C. Smith, 
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H. J. Taunt, J. 8. Turner, 8. Y. Wonnacott, and G. Wood (all 
13th Middlesex); E. Saunders (sth Royal West Kent Regi- 
ment), H. 8. Shearing (24th Royal Fusiliers), and L. B. Stansell, 
M.M. (Lieut. Royal West Kent Regiment). : 


The following old members of the West Kent Yeomanry 
obtained commissions in the Regiment : 

Lieut. P. H. Champion (attd. 24th Battalion Rifle 
Brigade). 

Lieut. E. Combley (attd. 10th Royal West Regiment). 

Lieut. D. H. Dutton (formerly 8.Q.M.S., “A” Squadron). 

Lieut. C. Hind (formerly R.Q.M.S.). 

Lieut. W. H. Luck (with West Kent Yeomanry, 1906- 
1912, attd. 10th Battalion Royal West Kent Regi- 
ment). 

Capt. H. Passmore (formerly 8.Q.M.S. ‘“‘ A ’’ Squadron, 
attd. Royal West Surrey Regiment). 

Lieut. and Quartermaster A. W. Way (formerly R.Q.MS. 
Q.M. 2/1 West Kent Yeomanry). 

Capt. and Adjt. S. 8. Weeks (formerly 8.Q.MS. “C” 
Squadron; Adjt. 3/1 West Kent Yeomanry; then 
Capt. M. T., A.S.C.). 
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THE LADIES’ ASSOCIATION 


Tu1s book would be incomplete without some small mention of 
the work of this Association. It was formed by the wives of the 
Officers in September 1915, and collected funds, partly by 
advertisement in the Press, and partly by the help and through | 
the energy of a few friends of the Regiment. 

With these funds, winter comforts, Christmas fare, sports 
- gear, etc., was sent out to the Regiment. In addition, a card 
index was made, and circulars from time to time sent to the 
next-of-kin, containing information and inviting inquiries. 
Parcels, too, for individuals were baled and forwarded through 
the agency of Queen Alexandra’s Field Force Fund, The follow- 
ing ladies formed the Executive Committee: Mrs. Sofer Whit- 
burn (President), Lady Sackville and Lady Sophie Scott (Vice- 
Presidents), Mrs. Walker Samuel and Mrs. C. Ponsonby (Hon. 
Secretaries), and Mrs. Ponsonby (Treasurer), with Mrs. Julian 
Day, The Hon. Mrs. Harold Lubbock, Mrs. C. G. B. Marsham, 
Mrs. C. H. B. Marsham, and Mrs. R. Cordy Simpson. *On the 
amalgamation of the Regiment with the Royal East Kent 
Mounted Rifles, the respective Ladies’ Associations were also 
amalgamated. The objects and work continued on exactly 
the same lines, though the work increased through the number 
of new drafts which joined the Battalion and the number of 


casualties which occurred in Palestine and France. The follow- 
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ing ladies formed the Executive of the Joimt Association : 
Lady Sackville (President), Countess of Guildford, Mrs. ffrench- 
Blake, Mrs. Ponsonby, and Mrs. Walter Samuel (Hon Secretaries), 
while Mrs. Ponsonby acted as Treasurer. Valuable assistance 
was given by Mrs. Julian Day, The Hon. Mrs. Harold Lubbock, 
and Mrs. Sebag-Montefiore. . 

Throughout the War, Messrs. Manly, Bright & Co. acted as 
Hon. Auditors to the Association, and the Offices were at 
38 Grosvenor Place, where a room was most kindly lent to the 
Committees by Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. Sofer Whitburn. 

It is impossible to express in words how much the work of 
‘The Ladies’ was appreciated by the men of the West Kent 
Yeomanry and of the 10th (Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs, 
but the following letter which was sent to the Committee before 
the Battalion was disbanded, may serve as an expression of 
thanks on behalf of all : 


“Now that the Battalion is about to be disbanded, I wish 
on behalf of the Officers and men to send to the Ladies’ Associa- 
tion our most sincere thanks for the work which they have done 
during the War. . ; 

“The Ladies have collected money, sent out comforts and 
newspapers, provided Christmas fare, and spent a great deal of 
time and trouble in packing and forwarding to the men of the 
Battalion parcels from their friends in England. But they have 
done more than this. They have kept in close touch with the 
men’s relatives, and have been able to relieve their anxiety 
by sending them news of husband, son, or brother, when 
wounded or in hospital; and often by their deep sympathy 
they have been able to lighten the sorrow of the mourners for 
men who have been killed. 


APPENDIX C 3 141 


‘“‘T am sure that the men’s relatives would wish me to 
associate them also in this small expression of our gratitude. 
““C. PoNsonBY, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, 
Commanding 10th, The Buffs. 
“4th March 1919.” 


APPENDIX D 
ROLLS OF OFFICERS AND MEN 


J HAVE tried to make the following Lists as complete as possible, 
but, as I have mentioned in the Introduction, the task has been 
no easy one, and I can only apologize to those the particulars 
of whose service are not correctly described. 

I need hardly explain that the letters G., E., P., F. represent 


Gallipoli, Egypt, Palestine, and France. 


* Killed vn action or died. 


WEST KENT (Q.0.) YEOMANRY 


ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO LEFT THE 
“REGIMENT Between SEpreMBeR 23RD, 1915, AND 
MarcH Ist, 1917, AND oF SOME WHO LEFT TO TAKE 
CoMMISSIONS BETWEEN Auaust 1914 anp SEPTEMBER 23RD 


1915. 
Service 
Name. Squadron. abroad 
with Regt. 
Addley,W.J. . MG. G., E. 
Akehurst, H. EE. . A. G. 
Allen, Sergt.R.M.. iB. G., E. 
*Ambrose, L. . , A. G., E. 
Ames, W.T. . Cc. 
Amsdon, D. E. : C. 
Arkwright, Lt. E. . A. 
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Particulars of Service. 


To M.G.C.; 74th M.G. 
Batt., Palestine and 
France. 


Lt. R.F.A. 


9th Field Coy. R.E., Pales- 
tine; d. Alexandria, 
11/18. 


Lt. 3 /6 Essex Regt. 

Capt. Scots Guards; 
awarded M.C.; Military 
Secretary to H.E. Gover- 
nor of Malta. 


Name. 


Arnold, Cpl. G. W. . 
*Atkins, G. B. . 


Atkinson, Cpl. R. C. 


August, Sergt. Tpr. R. 
Avon,G.8S. . ‘ 


*Bacon, F. G. . ; 

*Bagshaw, A. S. ; 
Bailey, A.  . ‘ 
Baker, W. H.. 


*Baldwin, D. 
*Ball, Sergt. H. T. 


Barnard, P. J. 
Barnes, Cpl. A. J. 
Barrett, A. J. 

Bates, R. A. . 
*Bates, W.G. . 
*Beal, J. A. . ; 

Bell, Cpl. E. P. ‘ 


Belsham, S. A. 
Benson, Lt. C. E. 


Benson, Lt. G. H. . 


Bettles, A. L. : 
Bews, W. 


*Bill,R. E. . : 
Binge, Sergt. J. W. . 
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Squadron. 


pip wb 


M.G. 


> 


= 
Q 


1 


20 


Fs 
2 


QQ ons a 


Service 
abroad Particulars of Service. 
with Regt. 

G., E. Lt. Sussex Regt. and R.A.F. 

G. | k Fusilier Bluff, Gallipoli, 
12 /15. 

-» Ee Lt. R.F.A., France. 

G. With 8th The Buffs; w. 
France, 8 /17. 

G. d. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 

G. - w. Gallipoli, 11/15; Lt. 
7th Wilts; & Salonika, 
8/16. 

G., E. With Imperial Camel Corps, 
Palestine. 

G. To M.G.C.; Staff-Sergt. 
R.E. 


os Lt. R.F.A.3 &. 
G., E. Lt. R.F.A.; &. Vimy Ridge, 
France, 4/17. 


G., E. To M.G.C. 


Capt. M.G.C. 


G Lt. R.F.A.; awarded M.C.; _ 
mentioned in despatches. 
G d. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 
G. k. Gallipoli, 12 /15. 
G. Lt. Northumberland Fusi- 
liers, France. 
G. Lt. R.F.A. 
G., E. Capt. Grenadier Guards, 
awarded D.S.O. 
With Hdq. S.E.M.B., Gal- 
lipoli; attd. 9th Lancers, 
France. 
EK. Lt. Indian Cavalry (Re- 
serve). | 
E 9th Field Coy. R.E., Pales- 
tine. 
Lt. R.F.A., & France. 
.» E. Capt.and Adjt.8th D.C.L.I., 
Salonika, w.; awarded 
M.O. and Croix de Guerre 
(French). 
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~ Name. 
Bjorkman, H. 


Bleakley ‘ : 

Bonsor, Lt. A. 
*Boorer, W. J. 
*Boorman, C. A, 

Boorman, T. J. 

Booth 

Booth, W. 


Bothamley, R. A. 
Botterell, Capt. J. D. 
Bourne, A. M. ; 
Bower, D. H. . 
Bower, Opl. F. G. 


Brett, Cpl. G. H. 
Brett, V. F. 8. , 
Brewer, Cpl. B. D. . 
Bridges, A.J. W. . 
Bromley, C. R. 
Brooker, J. H. 
Brooker, L. H. 
” Broughton, H. 


Brow, Sergt. D. B. . 


Brown, A. G. . 
Brown, L. H. . 
Bryson, R. 


Buckland, H. 
*Bulmer, C. F. 


Burbridge, LL. W. . 

*Burdge, Cpl. R. T. . 

Bumham, Capt. G. 
le R. 
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POR WQyho Ppp: 


B. 


B. 
HQ. 


AQ NE HARE 


Service 
abroad 


with Regt. 


te 


ts be be 


Particulars of Service. 


Lt. 2nd Royal Horse 
Guards. 


Capt. M.G.C. 
k, Gallipoli, 11 /15. 
d. Sturry, 3/15. 


Lt. 12th Sussex. 
With Imperial Camel Corps, 
Palestine, Arabia. 


Lt. FRA. 


Staff-Capt., Palestine. 

Lt. R.F.A. 

With M.T., A.S.C. 

Lt. 17th Middlesex ; A/Capt. 
H.T.M.B.; awarded M.C. 

With R.E. 

With R.E. 

Lt. R.F.A. 


To M.G.C. 

Lt. R.F.A.; awarded M.O. 

Lt. R.F.A. 

Lt. 117th Bde. R.F.A. 
(74th Div.), Palestine and 
France. 

A/Capt. 74th Field Ooy. 
R.E. ; awarded M.C. and 
twice mentioned in de- 
spatches. 


To Devon Regt. ; to A.S.C., 
Palestine. 

Lt. R.F.A. ; w. France. 

Lt. 3/10 Middlesex Regt., 
Egypt and Palestine ; 
m. presumed &. 3/18. 

Lt. A.8.C. 

Lt. R.F.A.; &. France. 

Toniskilling Dragoons ; 
Adjt. /15 at Sturry; 
Intelligence Dept. Ad- 
miralty, etc, 


Name. 


Butcher, A. J. . 


Buxton, Capt. R. V. 


Byron, Capt. H. 


Camden, Major Mar- 
quis, T. D. 

Champion, 
B. A. 


Sergt. 


Champion, G. B. 


Christie, Capt. 
HAH . 


Clarke, Sergt. C. 
Clarke, J. A. . 
Olarke, W. S. A. 
Cleland, B. C.. 
Clifford, Opl. G. F. . 


Olinging, F. : 
Ooe, E.H.  . : 
Coe, J. . : ; 
Coleman, L. E. 8. 
Collis, 2/ Lt. 

Oooper, G. H. 
Cooper, H. P. 


Cooper, Opl. L. G. 0. 


Oopping, O. G. : 
*Corbin, Cpl. C. R. P. 


IO 


Sergt. 
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G., E. 
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Particulars of Service. 


Transferred A.O.C.; Lt. 
R.E. 

A /[Lt.-Col. Imperial Camel 
Corps, Palestine and 
Arabia ; awarded D.S.0., 
Order of the Nile and 
Crown of Italy. 

Staff-Capt. S.W. - Africa; 


Staff-Gapt. GHQ., 
 &#K.E.F.; mentioned in 
despatches. 
With B.H.Q. 


Lt. 3/1 London Bde. _ 
R.F.A., Capt. A.A. 
Batty.; awarded M.C. 

Lt. Connaught Rangers; 
w. France, 6/16; w. Sal- 
onika, /17. 

Lt. 4th Royal Berks Regt. ; 
w. 3/18. 

Att. Sherwood Rangers, 
Salonika and Palestine ; 
A.D.0. to Gen. Sir C, 
Briggs. 

Lt. R.F.A. : 

Lt. R.F.A. 

Lt. 3rd Dorset Regt. 

Sergt. H.L.1. 

Lt. R.G.A., German East 
Africa and Salonika. 

Staff-Capt. R.E., B.E.F. 

Lt. R.F.A., Salonika. 

Lt. R.F.A. 

Lt. M.T. 

Lt. Indian Army. 

Invalided. 

Capt. R.F.A. 

Lt. R.F.A. 


Lt. 11th Worcester Regt.» 
k. Salonika, 7/16. 
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Se-vice 
Name. Squadron. abroad Particulars of Service. 
with Regt. 

Cork, E. W. . : C. G. w. Gallipoli, 12/15. 

Corke, Sadd.-Sergt. HQ. G J 

R. J. 

Cosham, A. E. : C. G., E. Lt. R.F.A., w. 

*Coster, Sergt.C. V.. M.G. G., E.. Lt. M.G.C., &. Palestine. 

Crawford, V. . A. oe Commission. 

Crawley, A. . F C. G., E R.E. 

Crease, Sergt. P. V. . A G., E Invalided, A/R.S.M. 2/1 
W.K.Y. 

Crisp, H. J. MG G To M.G.C.; Lt. R.A.F. 

Crowhurst, T. C G., E. a 

Dain, Sergt. J. E. R. C. we Major, R.F.A. 

Dann, 8S. : ‘ C. G. w. Gallipoli, 12/15; in- 
valided. ' 

*Davies, H. A. . A. G. k. Fusilier Bluff, Gallipoli, 
- 11/15. 

Davys, V. J. . ; B Be Lt. Indian Army. 

Davys, W. H. ; B G., E. 2nd Lt. 5th (Reserve) 
Hussars. 

Day, Lt. J. B Major, Imperial Camel 
Corps, Palestine; a- 
warded M.C. and Order 
of the Nile; mentioned 
in despatches; w. Am. 
mam, 3/18. 

Delves, G. H. . : C. G., E. To M.G.C. ; with 74th M.G. 
Bn., Palestine and France. 

Dennis, W. . . HQ G., E. Lt. R.F.A. 

Dexter, E. N. . F C. ac Commission. 

Dexter, R. M. C ee Commission. 

*Dickens, W. C. C G., E. w. Gallipoli, 12/15; Lt. 
R.F.A., k., 11/18. 

Dines, R. B - Lt. 1 /10 London Regt. 

Dobbs, S. C G. Invalided ; with 4th R. W. 
Kent Regt. | 

Drummond, Lt. A. . C. a Capt. 2nd Life Guards. 

Drury, Lowe . ; B. a Lt. H.L.1., transferred to 
R.A.F. | 

Durban, D. E. Cc G., E. Lt. M.G.C, . 

*Durlacher, P. A. M.G Q., E. Lt. M.G.C.; awarded M.C. ; 
d. France, 5/18. 


Dutnall,Cpl. AW . A To RAE. 


a2 oe 
7. 


.~ " LpUCIEpp ye cr rn 
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Name. Squadron. 


Dutton,8.Q.M.8. D.H. A. 


Dyer, 8.Q.MS.0.R.  B. 


Eason, 8. ~ . - HQ. 


Edge, Farr.-Sergt. J. 


B. 
Edward, Sergt.J. . _B. 
B 


Ellis, C. L. F. . 


Ellman,A.. . M.G. 


Esson, Sergt. W.H.  . 


Ev erest, F. V. ‘ ° HQ. 
Eyre,G.W.B. .. A. 


Eyre, 8.8. . 


3 
Farmer, N. R. ; 
*Field, CpL GS. . 


Franklin, R. W. 
Freeston, W. A.  . 
Fryer, J. V. . . C. 
Fullager, Cpl. 


Fullman,C. . . MG. 


Fulton,F. .  . C. 


Gardner ; ; B. 
Gibbs, E. és 


Gilbert, F. G. . ; B. 


Gilchrist, Sergt. R. W. 
Giles, Cpl. W. H. . 
Gilliam, D. R. 


B. 
B 
*Francis,Cpl. V. .. A. 
0 
A. 


ane 


Service 
abroad 
with Regt. 
G. 

G. 

' G., EB. 
G., E. 
G. 

‘ G. 
G. 
G. 
G. 


& 


SS 


Particulars of Service. 


Lt. 3/1 W.K.Y. 

C.S.M. 8th Batt. R. W. 
Kent Regt. ; w. France, 
/16; awarded M.M. 

Sergt. Corps. HQ. Pales- 


tine. 


_ R.A.S.C. ; Lt. att. E.L.C. 


Lt. R. W. Kent Regt. 

Lt. E. Surrey; with 
M.G.C., Mesopotamia ; w. 

Lt. R.P.A. 


Lt. R.F.A., France; w. 
3/18. | 

Staff-Capt. R.F.A.; a- 
warded M.C., and twice 
mentioned in despatches. 


Lt. M.G.C. 

Lt. 12th Northumberland 
Fusiliers ; &. France, 6 /17. 

Capt. 2nd Suffolk Regt. ; 
k. Arras, 4/17. 

Lt. Suffolk Regt., Salonika 


Lt. RBA. 


To M.G.C. ; with 74th M.G. 
Batt., Palestine and 
France. 

To M.G.C. 


2nd Buffs, Salonika ; 2/Lé 
R. W. Kent Regt., 
France. 

To M.G.C. ; with 74th M.G. 
Batt., Palestine and. 
France. 

Lt. R.F.A., France. 


Capt. R.F.A., Salonika. 
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Service 
Name. Squadron. abroad Particulars of Service. 
with Regt. 

*Glass, E.G. . p A. G. k. Gallipoli, 12/15. 
Glenister, Sergt. . HQ. ae Lt. Royal Berks Regt. 
Gollan, A. L. . F B. “  @,, E. Lt. R.F.A., France; twice w. 
Gratwick,Sergt.W.N. A. G., E Lt. R.F.A. 

Gravenell, F. . A. G. a 

Greater, A. G. B E. To M.G.C. ; with 74th M.G. 
Batt., Palestine and 
France. 

Guntrip, T. . HQ G. és 

Hack, R. ; ‘ A. G. To 4th Bufis. 

Hale, H. ; : C G.,E. ° Lt. FRA. 

*Hall, G. F. R. , B. G., E Lt. R.E.; &. France. 
Halls, ALF. . . MG. G. a 

*Handcox, C. . ; me ae In Merchant Service ; d. at 

sea. 
Harcourt, H.@. B oe Lt. 13th Worcester Regt. 
Harding, W. A. 5 A. G. ae 
Harrison, C. J. »- MG G., E. To M.G.C. ; Cpl. 74th M.G. 


Batt., Palestine and 
France; awarded M.M. 


Harrison, Lt. W. P.. A. se Lt. M.G. Guards. 

Harrison, R. 8. ‘ B. G. ae 

Harryman,G@.E. . HQ. G With R. W. Kent Regt. 

Hart, A.G@. . ‘ C. G. Commission. 

Hartridge, Sergt.N.L. C. G., E. w. Gallipoli, 11/15; Lt. 
7 R.F.A. 

Harvey,C. . ‘ B. E. d. of wounds, Palestine, 

3/19. 
Haslam, G. W. P B. a Lt. 13th Worcester Regt. 
Hatfield, J.C.M. . M.G. , E. To M.G.C.; 74th M.G. Batt., 


G., E 
Palestine and France. 
G., E. To M.G.C.; 74th M.G. Batt., 
Palestine and France. 
Haward, Sergt.A.G.  C. Ga. Lt. East Anglican R.A. 
Haxell, Cpl. R. H. . G G Lt. Leinster Regt., Pales- 
tine; A.D.C., Governor 
of Malta ; Staff-Capt. 
E Lt. R.F.A. 
Lt. A.V.C., France. 
+» Ee Lt. R.F.A. 
Lt. and Q.M., 3/1 W.K.Y. ; 
Lt. R.A.S.C. 


Hatfield, W. R. . MG. 


Hill, Cp. W. A... 
Hill, 8.S.M. W. E. 

Hilton, Sergt.O. . 
Hind, R.Q.M.S. C. . 


Pe > Pp 
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Service 
Name. Squadron. abroad Particulars of Service. 
with Regt. 
Hoare, Capt. C. H. . x“ we Staff-Capt. 8.E.M.B., Gal- 
‘ lipoli; Bde. Major 53rd 
and 137th Infantry Bde.; 
Lt.-Col. 2 /6 W. York R.; 
Lt.-Col. 50th Bn.M.G.C.; 
twice w.; six times men- 
tioned in despatches; 
awarded D.S.0. and Bar. 
Hobbs, Cpl. F. A. . C. ang Lt. 27th Northumberland 
| _ Fusiliers. 
Hodgson, F..Q.M.S. HQ. G. 
J. W. 
Hogan, C. B. G., E. Lt. R.F.A. 
Hogg, Cpl. B. C. : Commission. 
Hollands, A. BE. HQ. G. | ae 
*Hollis, Sergt. V. W.. C. G., E Lt RBA, France 3 
awarded M.C.; &. 
’ Hollis, 8.8.M. W. C. G., E Lt. A.V.C. 
*Holmes, R. HQ. G. k. Fusilier Bluff, Gallipoli, 
11 /16. 
Holt, B.. C. G. - Transferred R.A.F. 
Hooper, G. B.. A. With Royal Bucks Hussars, 
Palestine. 
Hoptroff, Cpl. D. A. C. G., E. To Agricultural Coy. 
Horne, H. . . BH.Q. G w. Gallipoli, 12/15. 
How,D. A. Capt. R.W.F., Egypt. 
Huddart, A. H. C. ‘ Lt. R.F.A. 
*Hudson,  Sergt. C. Capt. 2/7 DLI.; &. 
A. T.R. - France, 3 /18. 
Hudson, W. A. . MG. G., E. To M.G.C. 
Hunt, C. A. A. G., E. Capt. and Adjt. 39th Bde. 
R.F.A. ; awarded M.C, 
Hunter, Cpl. V. B. ‘ Commission. 
Huson, F. B. . A. .» Be Lt. Ist Suffolks, Salonika ; 
Lt. R.AF. . 
Hussey, P. W. B. G., E. w. Gallipoli, 11/15; Lt. 
Leinster Regt., Palestine. 
Hutchinson, F. P. . C. G. _  . Fusilier Bluff, Gallipoli, — 
11/15; transferred 15th 
Hussars. 
Ingram, S. O.. B. E. To 9th Field Coy. R.E. 
Innes 3 B. Lt. R.F.A. ; awarded M.C. 
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Name. Squadron. 
Ives, 8.Q.M.8S. H. . C. 
Jarvis, H.C. . M.G. 
Jealous, H. . : C. 
Jefferson . R.A.M.C. 
Jempson, Farr.- C. 

Sergt. M. 
Jenkins,CpLAW.D. A. 
Jenner, Sergt. H. M.G. 
Jennings, Sergt.-Cook HQ. 
C: H. 

‘Jennings, E. . A. 

* Johnson, H. R. C. 
Jolliffe, E. B. 

* Jones, Cpl. R. G. L.. A. 
Jones, Cpl. V. L. B. 
Julian, H. 8. . B. 
Kerridge, C. J. M.G. 
Kerridge, W. . M.G. 
King, Cpl. R. . A. 
King, S. J. B. 

*Kingwell, Sergt. B. 

H. R. 
Kingwell, W. E. B. 
Knowles, H. F. W. . B. 
Lamb, A.C. . C. 

*Lambe, W. C. 
Lambert, A. . C. 
Lambert, R. . A. 
Lancaster, A. H. B. 
Laskey, 8. A. 


5 


) 


2. 2 2 2Q AFA a 
ae.) 


AAA wo 
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Particulars of Service. 


Lt. A.8.C. 


To M.G.C.; 74thM.G. Batt., 
Palestine and France. 


With R.A.8.C., Palestine. 


Appointed Instructor M.G. 
School, Grantham. 

Transferred to Imperial 
Camel Corps. 


Lt. R.A.F.; & France. 

Sergt. H.L.L 

Capt. London Regt.; Staff- 
Capt. 60th Div., Palestine. 

w. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 

To M.G.C. 


To M.G.C. ; Commission. 

Lt. R.F.A. 

Commission ; Salonika. 

A /Major R.F.A.; awarded 
M.C. and Bar; w. France, 
9/18 

Lt. Tank Corps; k. France, 
8 /18. 

Lt. R.F.A.,Gallipoli; Egypt, 
France. : 

Capt. 10th Northumberland 
Fusiliers, France and 
Italy ; mentioned in de- 
spatches, 12 /17. 


Lt. RAF. 

Lt. R. W. Kent Regt.; &. 

With R.A.F.; twice men- 
tioned in despatches, 
K.E.F., 10 /18 and 2 /19. 

With R.AF. 

Lt. 3/10 Middlesex Regt. 


Name. 


*Lathbridge, 
> $C. 
Legg, Cpl. E. T. 

*Letherbe, Sergt. 

H. T. P , 
Longhurst, C. F. 
Lovell, J. A. . 
Lucas, F. W. 


Sergt. 


*Luck, A. E. 
Luck, G. C. 


Mackenzie, C. R. 
Mackinder, H. 
*Mackirdy, G. 


Macnamara, C. 
Mann, A. W. . 


Manson, J. A.. 

Mappley, G., . 

Marfleet, R. J. B. 
Marsh, H.T. . 


Marshall, F. 
Marshall, H. D. 
Martin, R. ; 
Matthews, Rev. C. . 
Matthews, G. F.C. . 
MoKenzie, C. R. 
*McMurray, R. G. 


Medworth, J. A. 
Merry, H. ‘ . 
Mersh, L. S. 


Miall, Sergt. H. V. . 
Mills, Lt. Hon. A. R. 
*Mills, Lt. Hon. C. T., 
M.P. 
Mitchell, S. R. 
Moore, G. . ; 
Moore, Sergt. M. W. 
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Particulars of Service. 


Lt. R.E. (2/2 London Div. 
Engineers) ; &. 

Lt. R.F.A. 

Lt. R.F.A.; transferred 
Tank Corps; &. 

Lt. R.F.A. 

Commission. 

With M.G.C. Cavalry, Pales- 
tine. 

d. Egypt, 9/16. 

Lt. R.N.V.R., Salonika. 


With R.G.A., France. 

Capt. Bedford Regt., Cam- 
eroons and France; &. 
2 /17. 

Lt. O. & B.L.I. . 

To 9th Field Troop R.E., 
Palestine. 

Lt. R.A.F. 


Lt. Tank Corps, /18; w. 

Cpl. of Horse 2nd Life 
Guards, w. France, 4/17 ; 
to R.A.0.C. 


Accidentally w.Zeitun,6 /16. 
With M.T., A.S.C. 
Chaplain to R.A.F., France. 
Lt. R.A.F. 

Lt. 9th Bedfords. 

d. of w., Gallipoli, 11 /15 
With R.E. 


Lt. R.A.F., France 


Lt. Soots Guards; &. 9/15 


Lt. R.F.A. 
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Name. 
Morris, Cpl. B. A 
Morris, Sergt. W. G. 
Moseley, H. . ° 
Muggeridge, A. ‘ 
Muggeridge, J.R. . 


Munro, D.S. . é 
Munro, P. 8. . 4 


Nash, J. A. 


Neal, S.8S.M. . 
*Newbold, D. . 
‘Newbold, Pi « ‘ 


Newborough, E. . 
Newborough, W. F. 


Newcombe, | Sergt. 


W. M. B. 
Newgass. 
Nicol, R. ; 
Nixon, Capt. and 
Adjt. F. B. . 


Ogden, F. E. . ‘ 
*Orpin, Sergt. R. E. . 
*Osborne, Tpr. B. R. 

Osborne, W. . ; 

Ovenden, D.E.C. . 
*Owen, H. W. . ; 

Owens, H. L. . 

Paffard, H. K. . 

Parker, F. H. ‘ 

Passmore, §.Q.M.S. 


H. 
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abroad 
with Regt. 


Squadron. 


B. 


C. 


to > Pew ph 


MG. 


2 


HQ. 


PY p PwoR pp 


G. 


G., E. 


G., E. 


-» BE. 


Particulars of Service. 


w. Gallipoli, 12/15; Lt. 
R.F.A. ; awarded M.C: 
9th Field Coy. R.E., Pales- 

tine. 


Att. R.E., Egypt; with 


Intelligence Dept., Arab 
Forces. 


Lt. R.F.A. 

Capt. R.FA., 44th Bde. 
74th Div., Palestine and 
France. 


Lt. 5th Army Bde. R.H.A. 
w. France, 5 /18. 

To 2/1 W.K.Y. 

Commission ; &. 

Lt. Dorset Yeo.; awarded 
M.C. 


Lt. B. Batty. 156th Bde. 
R.F.A., France. 

Lt. 10th Bedfords. 

Invalided. 

Inniskilling Dragoons, 
Major; G.8.0.2 Cav- 
alry Corps; awarded 
DS.0O.  - 


Lt. R.F.A.; k France,8 /17. 
Lt. Grenadier Guards; &. 
France, 11 /18. 


Commission ; Infantry. 
Lt. R.N.V.R., R.N.A.S. ; &. 
Lt. R.F.A. 


To 9th Field Coy. R.E., 


Palestine. 

w. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 

Lt. W.K.Y. ; on Staff HQ., 
Eastern Command. 
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Service 
Name. Squadron. abroad Particulars of Service. 
with Regt. 
*Payne, J. R. . ‘ A. G Lt. R.F.A. ; d. of w., 11/17. 

Pearce, Cpl. A. E. . B. Gd. w. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 

Pearce, Sergt. J. .. B. G. Lt. M.T. Coy. 

Pearman Sergt. D. G. B. G., E. Capt. and Adjt. Imperial 
Camel Corps, Palestine, 
and Arabia. 

Pearson, Lt. H. G. . A. G. Guards M.G. Regt. 

Pedel, W. J. . é A. G., E Injured in wreck of Ivernéa, 

12/16; with 4th Buffs. 
Pegler, H.  . ey. 3. E. a 

Penfold, A. E. : B. . G. sas 

Pointer, R. L. : C. G. Lt. R.F.A. 

Pott, Lt.-Col. R. B. . C. G., E Invalided ; OC. 2/1 

W.K.Y. 

Poulton, F. F. : C. G. To R.A.F. 

*Pownall, Sergt. A. G., E. Lt. R.F.A.; & France, 
A. C. M. - , 3/18. 

Preece, M. R.. 2 A. Commission. 

Preston, F. J. ‘ B. ie Lt. R.F.A. 

Preston, H. O. ‘ B. Se Capt. R.F.A., Palestine ; w. 

*Preston,Cpl.H.W.L. B. si Lt. R.F.A; & France, 8 /17. 
: Preston, P. H. B. a Capt. R.F.A.; awarded 
M.C. 

Pyrke, Cpl. 8S. F. A. G., E. Lt. R.F.A. 

Raad, P. H. A. E. i 

Rees, W. A. . ae. ie Lt. 3 /4 London Bde. R.F.A. 

Reeves, Cpl. W. A. ee ae Lt. E. Surrey Regt. att. 

| R.AF.; p. of w. Ger- 
] many, 2/17. 

Reffell, E. P. . B. G., E és 

Rex, Sergt. . B. , Lt. R.F.A.; & France. 

Rhodes, L. C. Weir. C. G., E. Commission. 

Richards, Sergt. T. . C. G., E. Lt. R.F.A. 

Richter, H. E. ‘ B ,. G,E To 9th Field Coy. R.E. 

Roberts,Cpl. A. . HQ. G. ais 

Roberts, Lt. F. W. A. G., E. Mentioned in Divisional 

Cramer- Orders for gallantry in 
saving life on Suez Canal, 
6/16; to 9th Field Coy. 
: R.E. 
Robbins, A. . : B. EK. ae 
Robbins,N.W. . HQ G. Transferred to M.G.C. 
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Name. Squadron. 


Robinson, N. . ‘ B. 

Robinson, T. . ‘ A. 

Robinson, _Sergt. A. 
W. G. 


Rockley, W. D. ; 
Rowe, Sergt. H. P. . 


> > 


Russell, A.P.G.  . MG. 


Rycroft, Major C. 
A. R. H. 


Samuel, Capt. W. H. 


C 
Saunders, M. C. ‘ C 
*Savage, Sergt. H. W. C 
*Saveall,G. . : A. 
Sawyer, E. G.. . C. 
Scholtz, E. K. ; C. 
Scott, A. E. . B 
Scott, Major Sir 8., A. 

Bart., M.P. 


Sellen, Cpl. F. 
*Sewell, Sergt. H. 
Shambrook, A. 

*Silver, W. H. . 


> 


Simms, Cpl. A.D. . MG. 


*Simpson, Capt. R. M.G. 


Cordy 
Skinner, T. E. % C. 
Smith,Cp. DA. . B. 
*Smith, Ralph C. 
Smith, T. B. 


Particulars of Service. 


Lt. 5th Reserve Cavalry , 
att. Northumberland Hus- 
sars, France. 

Lt. R.A.F. 

Lt. R.E. (Topographical 
Survey), Palestine. 

To M.G.C.; Cpl. 74th 
M.G. Batt., Palestine and 
France. 

Tank Corps, France; 
awarded D.S.0O. 


Staff-Capt. R.G.A. 8th 


Corps; awarded M.C. 
Lt. R.F.A. 
Lt. R.F.A.; & France. 
Lt. 9th R.W. Kent Regt.; &. 
To M.G.C. 
Lt. R.A.S.C. 
Capt. 3/8 London Regt. 
transferred R.A.F. 
Secretary to Earl of Derby, 
Minister of War; second 
in command, 2nd Life 
Guards. 


Lt. R.F.A.; & France /17. 


Lt. 2nd Sussex Regt. ; 
k. 6 /18. 

To M.G.C.; Sergt. . 74th 
M.G. Batt., Palestine and 
France. 

Major, 2/1 W.K.Y.; a. 
2 /19. 


Lt. R.F.A. 

Lt. Welsh Guards;  k&. 
France. 

To Imperial Camel Corps, 
Palestine. 


Todd, J. H. 
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. with Regt. 
Soars, Farr. -Sergt. H. A. G. 
Southern, J. H. ‘ G. 


G., E. w. Gallipoli, 12/15; Lt. 
and Q’master, A.V.C. 

*Stewart, Capt. B. . C. 0k Intelligence Corps, B.E.F. ; 
: k. Sept. 1914 (the first 

Territorial Officer to be 


C. 
*Spurrell,G. . , C. 
Standen, 8.S.M. F. . B 


killed). 
Stillwell, Cpl. F. . HQ. ’G. Invalided. 
*Strange,Cpl. W.H.C.  C. G. ’ Lt. Royal Irish Rifles ; 
’ awarded M.C.; &. Sal- 
onika. 
. Sturges, R. C. M.G. G., E Lt. 74th M.G. Batt., Pales- 
tine and France. 
Style, Major G. M. . B G., E. _—, 
Tanner, A. , C. G. 
Tapp, W.C. . : C. G., E ‘ss 
Terry, A. C. A. Ge Lt. R.F.A. 
Tharp, S. : : A G., E. To 9th Field Coy. R.E. 
‘Thelluson, Lt. Hon. C A.D.C. to G.O.C. Salonika. 
P. 
*Theobald, C. C. : B. .G. k. Fusilier Bluff, Gallipoli, 
11/15. 
Thesiger, Cpl. Hon. C. G. Lt. Royal East Kent 
P Mounted Rifles. 


*Thomas, L. E. C. 
Thompson, J. 


© d. Suez, 3/16. 
; A. 
Thwaites, G. H. : C. 
A. 


G., E. 

G., E. Lt. R.E., France. 
E 

G 


Lt. R.F.A. 44th Bde. 74th 
Div., Palestine and 


France. 
- Trouton,Surg.Major HQ. G., E. 
G. W. : . 
*Tucker, H. G. B G. Lt. R.A.F., France; acci- 

dentally &. 

Turk B Commission. 

Turner . ; ‘ B. ae Commission. 

Tyler, Cpl. E.W. .  B. G.,E Lt. R.F.A. 

Tysoe, Sergt. H. M.. A G., E Lt. and Adjt. R.A.F. 

Unmfreville, R. C. A Lt. R.F.A. 
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Name. Squadron. abroad Particulars of Service. 
with Regt. 
Van Weede, Cpl. H. B. G., E. Instructor, Zeitun; Lt. 
R.F.A. 
Waghomn,8.G. . OC. G., E. Lt. R.AF. 
Wainwright, R. B. . B. G. 2/Lt. 17th Lancers; Lt. 
R.F.C., France ; awarded 
Air Force Cross, 10 /18. 
Warren, H. . ‘ B. ‘a Lt. R. W. Kent Regt. ; 
awarded M.C. 
Waterman, §.Q.M.S. _ B. oy Lt. 167th Bde. R.F.A., 
B. E. France ; A/Capt. Mobile 
A.A. Battery. — 
Way, R.Q.M.S. A.W. HQ. wa Lt.& Q’master, 2/1 W.K.Y.; 
Lt. R.D.C., 9/17 
Webber, Sergt. J. E. B. G., E. ‘5 
Whitburn, Lt.-Col. HQ. G., E. 
C. W.S., T.D. | 
Whitfield, Cpl. E. A. B. G. 
Whiting, E. G. : A. G. sd 
*Wickings,Sergt. W.G. C. G. Sergt. H.L.I.; &. /17. 
Wilkinson, B.L. . A. G. Lt. R.F.A. 
Williams, A. G. - =M.G. G., E. To M.G.C. 
Williams, A. 8. ‘ C. ee “Lt. 10th E. Lancs. Regt. 
Williams, L. C. : B. G. “se 
Williams, Cpl. T. B. B. G. | oer 
*Wilson, C. W.. A. G., E. Lt. R.F.A.; d. France, 
11/18. 
*Wilson, Sergt. F. B.. B. G., E. R.A.0.C., Egypt. ; d. 4/19. 
Winslow, R.N.  . A. G. w. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 
Wood, 8. B. C. G. a6 
Wood, S. V. B. G., E. To 9th Field Troop, R.E. ; 
4th Field Squad. R.E., 
Salonika and Palestine. 
Woodstack, Cpl. B. G., E Lt. R.F.A. 
R. W. 
Yates, Sergt. G. ‘ A. (G., E. Lt. 2nd Buffs, Salonika. 
Yearsley, Cpl. H. G. A. i Lt. R.F.A., France, Salon- 
ika; Lt. R.A.F. 
Young, H. W. ; C. G., E. Lt. 18th Batt. P.W.O. 


(West Yorks) Regt., 
France. 
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10TH (YEOMANRY) BATT. THE BUFFS 


ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE WEST KENT 
(Q.0.) YEOMANRY WHO WERE POSTED TO “C” 
COMPANY at Marca Ist, 1917.1 


Name. in W.K.Y road Particulars of Service. 
re with Regt. 
Adamson, J. . ; as E., P.“ _ w. Beersheba, 10 /17 ; Sergt. 
. P. /W. Camp, E.E.F. 
Akehurst,C.Q.M.S.W. A. G., E., P., F. Mentioned in despatches, 
7/19. 
Annison, H. . B. G., E., P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Arnold, Sergt. E. A. A. 4G.,E.,P., F. “6 
Ashley, Cpl. H. i C. G., E., P., F. w. Beit Nebala, 12/17; . 
Somme, 9 /18. 
Attfield, 8. C. E., P., F. To L.T.M.B. 
*Avery, S. ‘ ‘ A. E., P. k. Jerusalem, 12/17. 
-- Badham, H. R. ‘ oe E., P. : Gea 
Bagshaw, S. F. : A. E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Baker, Cpl. R. E., P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17 ; trans- 
ferred 20th Rifle Bde. 
Barratt, Cpl. N. H A G., E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
*Barratt, Cpl. D. F. . A. G., E., P., F. & France, 10 /18. 
Barry, Cpl. D.G@. A. G., E., P., F. acs 
Batcheller, Cpl. R.A. C G., E., P., F. w. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 
Bates, Cpl. C. E. C. A. G., E., P. w.' Gallipoli, 11/15; w. 
Beersheba, 10 /17 ; Cadet, 
R.A.F. 
Beauchamp, Sergt. A E., P., F w. Beit Nebala, 12/17; w, 
C. J. Wavrin, 10/18. 
Beech, Cpl. F. J. A. G., E., P., F. ee 
Begley, C. E. . : A. E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Benbow, A. S. P A. G., E., P Camel Corps, Palestine. 
Bensted, E. A. : A E., P. w. Jerusalem, 12/17. . 
Betts, Sergt. L. G. . A G., E., P. Awarded M.M., 11/17; Lt. 
RAF. 


1 In order to keep the lists of the membere of the West Kent Yeomanry 
together, I have put ‘““C”’ and “‘ D’’ Companies before ‘‘A” and“ B” who, 
as representing the Royal Hast Kent Mounted Rifles, were, strictly speaking, 
the Sentor Companies. 


~ os we - ee -. | an on oe 
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Name Rigg at abroad Particulars of Service. 
‘ : with Regt. 


*Betts,CpL J.P. . A -E,P.,F. w. Jerusalem, 12/17; 
awarded M.M.,12/17; &. 


Merville, 8/18. 
Bil,A. . : - HQ G.E.,P.,F a4 
*Bloomfield, F.G. . oy a e.. k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Boddington, J. H. . A. G., E., P., F, w. Yebrud, 3/18. 
Bonniface, A. C. A. G., E., P., F. is 
Bonniface, C. RB. A. G., E., P. w. Beersheba, 10/17; Cpl. 
Remount Depot, Alex- 
andria. 
Botten, T. H. C. E., P., F. 
Bricknell, G. R. A. E., P., F. 
Bridges, B.  . A. G., E., P. = 
*Briselden, T. H. B. G., E., P. k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Brooker, R. M. A. E., P. With B.0.D., Egypt. 
Bryant, W. J. ; uk E., P., F. Ls 
Budgen,Cpl.H.J.W.  C. G., E., P., F. w. France, 10/18. 
Bull, Sergt.G.W. . A. G., E., P., F. 
Bance, L/Cpl. L. C.. C. E., P., F. w. Sinjul, 3/18. 
Burrows, A. . C. E., P., F. ok 
Cannon,Sergt.0.T.. C. @.,E.,P.,F. w. Gallipoli, 12/15; 2/Lt. 
Rifle Bde. 
Carpenter, Sergt. H. F. A. G., E. P. Mentioned in despatches, 
E.E.F.; Lt. RA.F., 
Palestine. 
Chambers, F'. J. A. E., P. 
Chandler, W. W. ¢. E., P., F. 
Chapman, C. C. E., P., F. 
Chapman, F. C. ‘ C. G., E., P., F. ane 
_Cheshire, Sergt. C. E. A. G., E., P., F. Awarded M.M., 3/19. 
Clarke, A. W. C. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Clifton, Cpl. J. 8. A. G., E., P. Staff-Sergt. 272 Rly. Coy. 
R.E., Palestine. 
Coleman, 8. M. C. G., E., P., F. ts 
Collitt, J. F. C. G., E., P., F. ee 
Cooke, W. H. . C. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Coulstook, J. H. A. E., P., F. 7 
Craggs,G.  . A. G., E., P. w. Yebrud, 3/8. 
Crandall, H,. T. a E., P. Awarded Albert Medal for 


gallantry at sinking of 
Ivernsa, 12/16; w. Beer- 
sheba, 10 /17. 
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Crease, Sergt. E. H. . A. G., E Lt. 14th Hussars, Meso- 
| | potamia. 
Crease, Sergt. G. A. G., E., P. Cadet, R.A.F. 
Crocker, T. H. C. G., E., P., F. as 
Crook, Arm.-Sergt.C. HQ. G., E., P., F. a 
Curd, Cpl. W. J. aa E., P., F. . w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Davis, F. C. G., E., P., F. 
Delves, C. : F C. E., P. 
Dempster, Cpl. R. . A. G., E., P., F. 
Dennis, L. W.. C. K., P., F. 
Dickens, A. J. A. G., E., P., F. 
Dinham, Cpl. J. HQ. G., E., P., F. 
Durey, W. G. . a 0? E., P., F. 
-Eddolls, Sergt. H. H. ~ C. G., E., P., F. w. Gallipoli, 10/18. 
Edwards, J. . ‘ C. E., P., F. en 
England, Cpl. H. F.. A. G., E., P. Cadet, R.A.F. 
Excell, H. ; C. K., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Farrence, A. . A G., E. se 
*Farroll, Sergt. F. C. K., P., F. d. of w., Merville, 8 /18. 
- Field, G. ; A. G., E., P., F. og 
Fitzgerald, G. oe E., P. Cadet, R.A.F. 
Foley, M. V. . A. E., P. w. Beersheba, 10/17; Cadet, 
R.A.F. 
*Ford, C. F. C. E., P. k. Yebrud, 3 /18. 
Fraser, A. A. . C. E., P., F. : an 
Fright, Lt. C. R. B. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Fuller, A. E. . : C. E., P., F. os 
Fullman, Sergt. H. . C. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Gardener, Sergt.T.. HQ. G.,E., P., F ae : 
Garle, Capt. J. A. B. A. G., E., P. w. Beersheba, 10/17; 
Indian Army.-~ 
*Garlinge, G. : B. E., P. k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Garrett, Sergt. C. H. A. G., E., P., F. se 
George,C. ; A. G., E., P., F. at ie 
Gilbert, H. .. A. G., E., P., F. With 230th Bde. L.T.M.B. ; 
mentioned in despatches, 
Giles, Cpl. F. A. A. E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Gladdish, A. J. , C. E., P., F. ie 
Goodbody, Capt. J. B.C. K., P., F. 0.C. 230th L.T.M.B. 
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Gorham, F. . C. E., P., F. i 

Gosling, Cpl. A. W. . A. G., E., P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17 

Gower, Sergt. L. E. C. E., P., F. oe 

*Gower, R. G. . ' ee E., P. k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
*Gray,C.D. . j A. G., E., P. k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 

Greeves, Sergt. C. F. A. E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 

Gregory, Sergt. L. G. A. G., E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 

Gurr, W. C. G., E., P., F. 

Hanmore, W. . A. G., E., P., F. 

Hards, Cpl. F. E. C. E., P., F. as 

Hards, Cpl. W. R. C. E., P., F. w. Wavrin, 10 /18. 

Harrington, Sergt. C. G.,E.,P.,F. Also with 230th Bde. 

8. C. L.T.M.B. 

Harris, T.C.. . 3B G,E,P.,F. w. Wavrin, 10/18. 

Harrison, T. S. ; A. G., E., P. w. Sinjil, 3 /18. 

Harrison, Cpl. J.N. . A. G., E., P., F. ag 

Hart, Sergt. E.R.G. = A. G., E., P. Cadet Infantry. 

Hastings, R. G. : C. E., P., F. ie 

Haughton, Capt.M.G. A. G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; 

oe awarded M.C., 11/17; 
mentioned in despatches, 
B.E.F.; w. Somme, 9 /18. 

Heath, Cpl.J.W. . A. G., E., P., F. Pe 

Hewer, F. J. . ; C. G.,E.,P. With C.-in-C., E.E.F. 

Hibbs, H.G. . ‘ A. G., E., P., F. Awarded Serbian Silver 
medal, 9/16; awarded 
M.M., 9/18. 

Hickmott, H. J... C. G., E., P. With 230th Bde. HQ. 

w. Wadi Levi 6/17. 

Higgins, Cpl A. B. . A. E., P., F. w. Oreq, 10 /18. 

Higgins, Cpl. F. A. E., P., F. Bs 

Hind, H.R. . ‘ A. G., E., P. Lt. R.E. 

*Hoare, Cpl. F.D. . A. G.,E.,P.,F. &. France, 10/18. 

Hoddinott, F. G. HQ. @G., E., P., F. 

Hollebone,Capt.E.G. A. G., E., P G.8.0.3, 3rd Lahore Div., 
Palestine ; mentioned in 
despatches three times. 

Hudson, A. G. A. E., P., F 

Hughes, A. . wis E., P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

Humphries, Sgt. R. Ww. A. G., E., P., F. Also with 230th Bde. 
L.T.M.B. | 

Hunt, 8.R. . , A. G., E., P., F. 

Hunter, T. 8. ; ‘ C. E., P. w. Beit Nebala, 12 /17. 


. 
oe oo 


oy ~~. ae 


Name. 


Hurd, H.F. . : 


Jenner, H. . 
Johnson, §8.Q.M.S. 
P. H. 


Jordan, C. R. é 
Jordan, F. J. G. ‘ 
Joy, R. . » 


Kelly, Cpl. B. L. 
Kemp, Sergt. T. E. . 


Knowlden, Sgt. 8S. W. 


Laskey, Sergt. A. 
Lawrence, C. . ’ 
Legg, J. W. ° ° 
Long, P. 


Mackney, Sergt. E. G. 


Maddick, Lt. E. H. . 
Madge, C.S.M. F. G. 


*Marsden, Cpl. W. G. 
Marsh, Cpl. L. T. 


Mather, A. . ‘ 
May, A. B. 


Meaton, A. T. 
Medhurst, F. . 
Medhurst, W.G. . 
Melrose, Cpl. D. O. . 


Miles, P. . 


Minns, A. : F 
Minter, C. W. ‘ 


Il 


PW 2 


ss 


Hee BH Oe Obs oF 


2> pp PR AP 


Service 
abroad 

with Regt 
E., P. 

pay Be 

, E., P. 

,P., F. 

» Rey Bs 

, w., P. 

, &., P., F. 

, E., P. 

Pm Sarre us 

, E., P 

, BP 

Ppl es 

p Pas B. 
G., E., P., F. 
G.,E., P 
G 9 E., P 
G., E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., ¥F. 
G., E., P. 
E., P., F. 
Q., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P. . 
E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
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Particulars of Service, 


With 74th M.G. Batt., 
Palestine and France. 


w. Somme, 9/18. | 
With 74th Div. Employ- 
. ment Coy., France. 
With 6th Buffs. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 
w. Gallipoli, 12/15; 2/Lt. 
KE. Kent Regt. 


ee!’ 


Lt. R.A.F., Palestine. 

With R.E. 

w. Jerusalem, 12/17; w. 
France, 10 /18. 


w. Gallipoli, 11 /15. 

w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

Capt.-Adjt. K.S.L.I. (74th 
Div.), France; mentioned 
in despatches, 7 /19. 

k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 

With 230th Bde. L.T.M.B. ; 
commission, France. 

Awarded M.M., 11/18. 

w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. 
France, 10 /18. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 

w. Gallipoli, 12 /15; awarded 
M.M., 11/17; w. Jera- 
salem, 12 /17 ; w. Somme, 
9 /18. 

w. Gallipoli, 12/15; R.O.D., 
Palestine. 
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Name. SanecroD aroad, x Particulars of Service. 
Morement, Cpl. W. J. E., P., F. io 
' Mould, A. E. . A. E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Mount,S.G..°. A. E., P., F S< 
Newman, A. R. 2 Cc G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Nicholls, Sergt. J. H. A. G., E., P. Cadet, R.A.F. 
Norris, 8. A. . E., P., F 
O’Hara, C. R.. i A. G., E., P., F. ww. Gallipoli, 12/15; w. 
Beit Nebala, 12 /17. | 
Palmer, Cpl. C. F. A. G., E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12/17; w. 
Merville, 8/18. 
Palmer, C.S.M. F. W. C. G., E., P., F. w. Sinjil, 3/18; w. Somme, 
7 9 /18. 
Palmer, R. ‘ A. G., E., P. re 
*Parker, Sergt. H. W. A. G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; &. 
Somme, 9/18. 
Pearson, G. H. C. G., E., P., F. sc : 
Pierce, H. W. : C. G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Piper, Sergt. F.C. . A. G., E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12/17. 
Piper, Sergt. W.H. A. G., E., P., F. ah 
_ Ponsonby, Lt.-Col. A. G., E., P., F. w. Yebrud, 3/18; awarded 
C. E. Croix de Guerre, 5/18. 
Pool, Cpl. A. N. A. G., E., P., F. ao? 
Pope, Sergt. H. C. G., E., P., F. Gas N.C.0O., 230th Bde. 
Pope, Sergt. S. A. C. G., E., P., F. a 
*Prince, P. ‘ A. E., P., F. k. Jerusalem, }2 /17. 
Raftery, F. T. C. E., P., F. With 230th Bde. L.T.M.B. 
*Read, H. : : de E., P., F. k. Somme, 9 /18. 
Roberts, Cpl. W. J. HQ. G.,E., P., F. ac 
Rofe, W. J. , A. E., P., F. 
Rolfe, Sergt.G. H. A. A. E., P., F. oe | 
Rundle, C. C. E., P., F. w. Yebrud, 3/18; with 3rd 
. | Batt. Buffs. 
Rydout, L. E. ‘ E., P., F.. 
Salmon, E. . ‘ A. G., E., P. rv 
Salmon, F. . : A. G.,E.,P. | 124th Baluchistan Infantry, 
Indian Army. 
*Scherf,O. L. . ; ade E., P. k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Scott, C. W. . ; A. E., P., F. 


Awarded M.M., 12/17. 
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ce 


Name. : ee spread: Particulars of Service. 
* with Regt. 

*Seal, H. P. A. »P. k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
See,H.G. : C. yi, P., F. - 
Shambrook,Cpl.W.J. A. ,E.,P.,F. With 230th Bde. L.T.M.B. 
Shill, C. G. 8. . : A. , E., P. i 
Shingler, Cpl. G. A.S. — C. ,H.,P., F. Also Sergt. Instructor, 

Zeitun. 

Shoebridge, G. : C. ee 

Smallcombe, Cpl. H. C. , P., F. an 

Smith, Cpl. C. W. M. A. , E., P. With Intelligence Corps, ~ 
Jaffa, etc. 

Smith, Cpl. F. ,P., F. 

Smith, F. N. . ‘ , E., P., F. e 

Smith, Capt. O. M. . Capt. Grenadier Guards, 
w. /18. 

Smither, Sergt. C. ;: Lt. R.F.A.; mentioned in 
despatches three times. 

Sole, Sergt. W. ; Commission. 

Spall, R. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9 /18. 


Startup, H. C. E. 
Stripp, B. R. . 
Swift, A. W. .. 


-. ~~ w Ad od 
) 
e 


~ ~~ we 


EPP 2; 222 PF PA 
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EK. 
E., P. 
P. 
E., P. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
Taffs, C. G. ooh et ce w. Somme, 9 /18. 
*Tasker, W. . , E., P. k, Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Taylor, Cpl. A.E. . ,E., P., F. B.M.P., 74th Div. 
Taylor, Cpl. E. W. . yteg Ee Sergt., 11th Corps Bombing 
School. 
Thomas, Sergt.G. A. C. ,E.,P.,F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Thomas, H. ‘ A. , E., P. Transferred Herts Yeo., 
Palestine. 
Thompson, C. W. C. ,P., F. Also with 6th Buffs. 
Tuok, F. A. J. A. ,P., F. 
Tully, F. ss ,P., FB. 
Tysoe, Cpl. R. M. A. ,., P., F. 
Wadham, Cpl. A. FE. A. ,E.,P., F. Cadet, Infantry 
Walker, W. . : C. , E., P., F. sg 
Walker, W. §S., , C. , B., P. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Wallis, Cpl. W. A. . ae ie _w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. 
Sinjil, 3 /18. 
Walters, Sergt. P. G. C. ,E.,P.,F. w. Gallipoli, 11/15; w. 
Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Webb, E.G. . C. Oe oa ats 
Webb, J. F. A. oP ei 


rh rama ey 
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Name. 


Webb, P. W. . ‘ 
Wenham, Cpl. C. F.. 
Wharton, W. H. 
White, H. ‘ ‘ 
Whitehead, C. 8. J. 


Wiggins, F. E. 
Wilding, F. . : 
Williams,G. F.T. . 
Willis, A. W. . 


Wilson, Cpl. E. 
Wright, C. G. 
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Service 
abroad 
with Regt. 

E., P. 

E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P. 
G., E., P., F 
E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 

E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P. 


Particulars of Service. 


With 230th L.T.M.B. 


Lt. Railway Transport, 
France. 

Cadet, R.A.F. 

w. Beit Nebala, 12 /17. 

w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

w. Somme, 9/18; awarded 
M.M., 11/18. 


w. Beit Nebala, 12/17. 


ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE WEST KENT (Q.0.) 
YEOMANRY WHO WERE POSTED TO ‘“‘D” COMPANY 
AT Makc8 Ist, 1917. 


Name. 


A’ Brook, F. T. 


Ager, A. ‘ 

Aiton, W. A. . 
Aldridge, E. 

Allen, Sergt. L. ‘ 
Ashbee, Cpl. B. G. . 
Austin, C.Q.M.S. E. H. 


Aylen, H. B. . 


Barnard, Capt. H. T. B. 


*Barnett, Sergt. C. L. 
Barnett, H. H. 
Barton, G. T. ; 
Bassett, Sergt. A. W. 

*Batchelor, L. W. 
Bayliss,T. A... 
Beechey, Staff-Sergt. 

A. G. 


i 6 Sale Ot: 
Howoblop » payee: 


Service 
abroad 
with Regt 

KE., P., F 

P. 

E.. P., F. 

G., E., P., F 
G.. E., P., F 
G., E., P., F 
G., E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 

G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E.,P. 

E., P., F. 

G., E., P., F. 


Particulars of Service. 


w. Merville, 
Somme, 9 /18. 


7/18; w. 


Lt. R.F.A. 

Lt. R.A.F. 

R.Q.M.S. Remount Depot, 
Alexandria. 


k. Merville, 8 /18. 
w. Gallipolli, 10 /15. 


Lt. R.W. Kent Regt. 
d. of w. Sheria, 11 /17. 


“Og. 7 


M ne 


. - 


Name. in 


Beer, B. E. . 
Berwick, 8S. V. ‘ 
Biokerton, Cpl. W. . 
Bingham, A.G. 
Bingham, R.S.M. C. F. 


Binnie, W. W. ‘: 
Bishop, G. J. . 
Borton, H. . 
Boxall, Cpl. H. J. . 
Brewer, Sergt. A. C. M. 
Brewer, R. G. . 
Brice, Sergt. T. M. . 
Brier, T. H. . ‘ 
*Browne, T. A. E. 
Bryant, Cpl. S. , 
*Bunt, Cpl.H.. ~ . 


Burbridge, C. . 
Button, L. F. . 


Campbell, Capt. D. 8. 
Careless, B. A. i 


Catt,C. A. . 
Chacksfield, J. 


Chamberlain, T. B. . 

Colthup, A.H.J. . 
*Cook, Cpl. W. J. 

Couchman, H. W. . 


Crampton, Sergt. H. J. 
Cruttenden, F. G. 


Davidson, Cpl. A. J. 
Davis, D. A. . 


Davys, F. J. . 


HHO OP ab wy 
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Service 
abroad Particulars of Service. 
with Regt. 

G., E., P., F 

E., P., F. 

G., E., P. R.A.M.C. 

E., P., F. 

‘G., E., P. Mentioned in despatches, 
 /18; Lt.and Quartermaster 

Glo’ster Regt., Mesopo- 
tamia. . 

E., P., F. rar 

G., E., P., F. 

G., E., P., F. oe 

G., E., P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 

G., E., P., F. es 

G., E., P., F. Cadet, R.F.A. 

 G., E., P. Lt. R.F.A. 

G., E. - RE. 

G., E., P., F.  & near Tournai, 10 /18. 

G., E., P., F. 8 Soho" 

G., E., P. w. Sheria, 11 /17 ; Commis- 


sions k. in Afghanstan, 
5 /19. 


rd 


~~ ~~ 


w. Sheria, 11/17. 


we se 


re 


Awarded M.C., 11 /17. 


we © 
. “ ~ we 


Lt. R.A.F. in Persia and 

Mesopotamia. aa 

Cadet, R.A.F. 

w. Merville, 8 /18. 

k. Merville, 8 /18. 

w. Merville, 8/18; w. 
Somme, 9/18. 

Capt. R.A.F. 

w. Merville, 8 /18. 


tl hy 


w. Beersheba, 10/17; w, 
Marquain, 10 /18. 

2 /Lt. 4th (Reserve) 
Dragoons. 


me Me Ue Pe OB 
Ss Ry Sy ae we ot 


SO 
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Name. 


Dawe, F. W. . 

' Day, Cpl. C. F. 
Day, Sergt. G. L. 
Dearing, G. . 

Dell, L/Cpl. C. G. 
Dimmick, R. R. 
Dinnis, 8. T. . 
Dixon,C. _.. : 
Dodwell, A. . 
Downer, A. W. 


Edwards, 
Sergt. H. 
Edwards, W. . 
*Ellis, O. ‘ 
Excell, H.C. . 


Prov. 


*¥orsdike, F. . ‘ 
*Francis, Sergt. A. E. 


Freeman, H. . : 
French, Sergt. C. W. 


Gardner, H. . ; 
*Garland, Sergt. J. R. 

Geer, G. EE... 
*Godward, C. F. 


Golden, Cpl. H.8. . 
Golesworthy, P. C. . 
Grace, Cpl. T. 
Grant, E. L. 
Groves, G. 


Handcock, Cpl. T. E. 


Harris, R.R. . 
*Harvey, C. 


Hatcher, H. R. 
Hawker, H. J. 
Hearman, R.S.M. L. 
Hillyer, P. F. . 
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Service 
road 
with Regt. 

G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., ¥F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
G., E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 


Particulars of Service. 


w. France, 10 /18. 
It. RAP. 
w. Somme, 9 /18. 


Lt. R.F.A., Palestine. 
2 /Lt. Rifle Bde. 


w. Merville, 8/18. 
w. Merville, 8 /18. 


k. Merville, 7 /18. 


Lt. R.F.A., &. 

w. Sheria, 11/17; &. 
Somme, 9 /18. 

To G.HQ. 

w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
k. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Gallipoli, 11/15; & 
Somme, 9 /18. 


¢ 


Sergt. Remount 
Alexandria. 


Depot, 


d. of w. received in Pales- 
tine, 3 /)9. 
w. Gallipoli, 12/15. 
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Name. auearon : earnest Particulars of Service. 
Hiscock, Cpl. R. C. G., E., P., F. Cadet, Infantry. 
Hollebone, Capt. A. E., P., F. Sa 

K. G. ee 

Hollom, Lt. L. G. P. C E., P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Hook, Cpl. C. P. C G., E., P., F. sy 

*Hor, B. T. — E., P. ~ k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Horncastle, J. A. B. G., E., P. Lt. R.A.F. 
Horton, F. L. B. G., E., P., F 
Hubble, Cpl. A. B. E., P., F. 
Hughes, R. R. S.- C. K., P. 
Hughes, T. W. C. K., P., F. a 
Hunt, J. L. P. B. G., E., P., F. w. Sinjil, 3/18. 
Jackson, R. B G., E., P., F. 
Jennings, H. . B G., E., P. % 
Jennison, Cpl. E. C E., P., F. oa 
Johnson, F. D. F B K., F. $3 
Johnson, Sergt. R. . B G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Joiner, Cpl. W. B E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Jones, J. F. B E., P., F. 
Kingswood, Sergt. is E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

¥.N. 

Knowlden, Major R. HQ. G.,E., P. Remount Depot, Alexan- 


dria ; Hon. Lt.-Col. 
Knowles, F. G. ; ae E., P. és 


Laming, A. T. B. G., E., P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Lampard, H. J. C. E., P., F. aa 
Lane, Cpl. J. J. B. E., P., F. 
Lear,G.E. . B. G., E., P., F te 
Lee, Cpl. E. C. : B. G., E., P. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17 
Lorden, Cpl. H. ; B. E., P., F. ‘ 
Lowe, P. ‘ . HQ G,E., P., F. sig 
*Lubbock, Capt. Hon. B. G., E., P. Adjt. 10th The Buffs; Lt- 
H. F. P. Grenadier Guards; &. near 
Arras, 4/18. 
. Lukes, W. G. . C E., P., F is 
il 
Mann,P.H. . . B. G,E.,P.,F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Marsham, Major B. G., E., P. ans 


C. H. B. 
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Name. Ton abroad Particulars of Service. 


Marsham, Major HQ. 
C. G. B. 


, E., P. Signalling Officer, 230th 
Bde. 


Martin, A. E. . C. Pa 

Martin, E. J. . C. , Hu. P., F. us 

Mason, W.S. . ; C. pry EF. ‘ : 

McBrien, C. . ‘ B. » B., P., F. 7 

McGowan, Cpl. A. A. es ,P., F. 

McLean, A. B. ; C. Ez., P., F. 

Meehan, F. J.. B. , E., P., F. 

Mepsted, E. C. B. , E., P., F. 

Miles, Cpl. G. H. C. , z., P., F. 

Mitchell, Cpl. F. A. , E., P., F. 

Mitchell, J. W. C. ke 

Molz, L. 8S. B. , E., P., F. ae 
*Moore, B. P. . C. . PE: k. Merville, 8 /18. 

C. ,»E.,P.,F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; & 


*Morecroft, J. C. 
Merville, 8/18. _ 


Moreland, A. J. 


Hb 22 Sooo Sone FH Of f HB OHAHOOOlOHaHNe| 2 


Newitt, P. C. E., P. 
Orchard, C. O. ‘ B. , HE. P., F. w. Gallipoli, 11/15; w. 
Somme, 9/18. 
*O’Regan, M. . B. oe 2 k. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Parrin, C. H. . B. eke Be 
Paul, A. T. ae » Pek 
Payne, W. F.. ‘ B. , E., P., F. is | 
Peckham, Capt.G.H.  B. ,H.,P.,F. Adjt. 10th The Bufis; 
- awarded M.C. 
Pengelly, W. . : B. ,K.,P.,F. w. Jerusalem, 12/17. 
Penticost, Sergt.S.E. 3B. , H., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Pettitt, G. A. J. C. Pa eee Je ss 
Pettitt, G.S. . F B. ,P., F. 
Pheazey, Sergt. J. R. B. , K., P. Lt. R.F.A. 
Piggin, J. W. . ‘ B. » EB. To G.HQ., E.E.F., Pales- 
tine. 
Pollock, A. T.. B. , E, P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Pope, E.R. . C. , E., P w. Sinjil, 3/18; Cadet 
R.A.F. 
Potter, A. T. J. B. C.Q.M.S. R.E., Haifa, /19. 
Priest, A. H. . ‘ B. ,P., EB. at 
Priest, Sergt. F. J. . B. , P., F. 


Name. 


Pritchard, H. J. 
Pulleyn, L. A. F. 
Puttock, F. = ‘ 


Quartley, A. H. 


Ram, Sergt. A.C. . 
Read, O. S. 
*Reardon, F. 
Riddle, Cpl. E.C. . 
*Roberts, L/Cpl. K. . 
Rogers, W. ‘ 
Rowe, C. E. 
Rule, J. H. d 
. Russell, D. L.. ‘ 
Russell, P. 


Ryder, L. 


Sackville, Lt.-Col. 
Lord, T. D. 
Sands, Sergt. 8. V. . 
Santer, Cpl. J. W. . 
Sawyer, Cpl. H. R. E. 
Scott, C.8.M. J. D. . 
*Scott, Sergt. W. 
Sherman, Cpl. W. H. 
Shoebridge, A. H. . 
Simon, C.8.M. J. C. B. 
Sims, Cpl. F. H. 
Slater, Cpl. J. H. 
Smith, Sergt. H. J. . 


*Smith, W. E. . 
Stanley, Capt. 
Cc. 8. W. 
*Stephens, Sergt. 
R. H. N. 
Stevenson, Cpl. T. H. 
Stoakes, F. D. ; 
Stockdale, Lt. H. 
de E. 
Stuffins, F. B. 
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B. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 

as E., P., F. p. of w. Somme, 9 /18. 

B. G., E., P., F. a 

B. E., P., F. 

B. G., E., P., F. se 

B. G., E. To R.E. 

B. G., E., P., F. & Somme, 9/18. 

B. E., P., F. - 

C. E., P. k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

B. E., P., F. Bs 

C.. G., E., P., F. 

C. E., P., F. <3 

C. G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

C. G., E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12/17; w. 

Somme, 9/18. 

B. G., E., P. w. Gallipoli, 12 /15. 
HQ. » E., P., oe 


a . - 


i i oo i 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
Lt. A.8.C., E.E.F. 
d. France, 11 /18. 


Also with lst Buffs. 


e- ewe ew ee FY @w Ye Bw PF ww 
wv © 


Dom Wy Sawa 


Ld 


Provost-Sergt. 74th Div.; 
awarded M.8.M. 

w. Somme, 9/18; d. 6/19. 

Adjt. 10th The Buffs. 


~~ 


tl hy 


d. 11/18. 


we 
we 


a 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
With 7th Buffs. 
w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


e 


Ad 
by 
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Name Squadron Service 


in W.E.Y. ae wert. ‘ articulars of Service. 
Styles, A.C. . ; B. E., P., 
Taylor, C. B. G., E., P., F. <a 
Taylor, Cpl. E. C. B. G., E., P. Cadet R.A.F., Egypt. 
Taylor, Cpl. H. J. B. G., E., P., F. Cadet Infantry. 
Terry, Sergt. A. B. E., P., F. a 
Thomas, G. ; C. G., E., P., F. 
Thornhill, Tpr. W. . B. E., P., F. 
Thornycroft, G. W.. - E., P., F. oe 
*Thorpe, C.Q.MLS. C. G.,E.,P., F. & near Tournai, 11/18; 
C. H. mentioned in despatches, 
; 7/19. 
- Tidnam, 8S. H. B. E., P., F w. Somme, 9/18. 
Todd, W. C. G., E., P., F. ne 
Town, W. ; B. E., P. ne 
Tribe, J. H. F. C. G., E., P. To G.HQ. ; Cadet E.L.C. 
Tucker, E. L. C. G., E., P., F. des 
Tucker, H. F. B. G., E., P., F. 
Upton, Sergt. B. C. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Van Weede, Cpl. H. B. G., E. Sergt.-Instructor, Zeitun ; 
Lt. R.F.A. 
Wakeman,  Sergt. B. E., P., F. 
A. R. 
Wallis, Sergt. T. B. G., E., P. Lt. R.A.F. 
*Waterhouse, W. C. E., P., F. kk. Somme, 9 /18. 
Webb, Sergt. H. R. C. G., E., P., F. Awarded M.M., 11/17. 
*Wells, Cpl. A. W. B. G., E., P., F. & Somme, 9/18. 
West, Cpl. R. F. B. G., E., P., F. “a 
Wilkinson, C. D. B. G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Williams, F. M. ee E. P. F. Os 
Wills, L. A. . C. G., E., P. ive 
Wilson, E. J. . B. E. P., Cook-Sergt., Remount De- 
| pot, Alexandria. 
Wisdom. J. R. B. G., E., P., F 


= thc a trac — t= 
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ROLL OF OFFIGERS AND MEN OF ROYAL EAST KENT 
MOUNTED RIFLES WHO WERE POSTED TO “A” 
COMPANY at Marca lst, 1917. 


Name. geal Particulars of Service. 
Adams, C. A. E., 
Agnew, N. L. E., 


Andrews, L/Cpl. A. G. 


aw 


F. 

F. 

F, re 
Armstrong, Sergt. H. E., Lt. E.L.C., /17. 
Arnold, R.Q.M.S. G. E., P., F. - 
Ashling, A. O. ‘ ‘ a 
Atkinson, Lt. R. H. ,E., P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Atwell, 8. , K., P., KF. w. Merville, 8 /18. 

*Avery, A. H. P. A k. Beersheba, 10/17. 

Axon, H. R., , E., P., F. w. near Richebourg, 10/18. 


*Baker, G. F. 


Balston, Lt.-Col. C. H. 


k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


, &., P., F. is 
Beal, W. E. . ; w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Bean, B. . , &., P., F. di 
Beattie, D. R. , &., w. Sheria, 11/17. 
Beaumont, 8.G. . ,»HLP.,F | ne 
Bennett, L/Cpl. E. E. me +3 
Bensted, E. 8. Re oe w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Beswick, J. . , ., P., F. | os 
Betts, R. , &., Commission R.A.F. 
Birch, L/Cpl. R. , E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18; M.G.C. 
Blackwell, J.C. . ; w. Yebrud, 3 /18. 
Blake, Lt.-Col. A. O. B , E., Lt.-Col. 2/5 Hants, Palestine 

ffrench, T.D. and Syria. 

Bloor, R. T. . R.A.F. 


Bonny, L/Cpl. 8. . 


Bowden, W. R. 
Bridges, A. J. 
Brisley, H. E. 
Brown, 8. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


. ~~. - had - ~~ . 


Butler, A. . ; 


QQOHO PHONE SH OHS OOBHOO2FaAe SASS 222929 


*Cavell, L/Cpl. J. L. , E., P., F. & Merville, 8 /18. 
Chapman, A. W. . ‘ , 2. a 
Childs, Sergt. C. W. : ,E., P., F. 
. Chilvers, Sergt. F. ‘ , w., P., F. ies 
Clark, Sergt. J. A. , &, Invalided, /17. 


Name with Regt Farticulars of Service. 

Clark, 8.G. . : . GE, P., F ats 

Collins, E. . P . G., E., P. MG.C. 

Collins, Sergt. J. B . GE, P., F. 

Cooper, W. EL C. -. EYP. F. Za 

Cornfoot, O. C. . GE, P.,F. w. 8omme, 9/13. 

Couzens, G. T 7 . EYP. Se 

Crose, 8. ‘ F G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 

Croucher, A. E. . . =-E,P., F. ee 

Dalton, lL. . P - G, EB. P. 3 

Dawes, Capt. E. 8. . EP. ie 

Dawson, H. . : . GG, E., P., F. os 

Day,C.F. . A . G, EB, P., FP. w. Merville, 8/18. 

Day, W. ° . £EP., F. ys 

Denny, A. . . £E., P. w. Ram Allah, 12/17. 

Denton, Sergt. W. W. G., E. P., F., Awarded M.M.,, 11/18. 

*Dier, F. J. . é . G., E., P., F. &. Somme, 9/18; awarded M.M. 

post., 3/19. 

Dixon, W. H. ‘ E., P., F. sa 

Dowling, Lt.C.8 . G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18, 

Down, G.  . ‘ . GE. P., F. de 

Downs, Lt. F. 8. . . Gy EB, P., F. a 

Dray, E. : s Bey Pa FF. Ve 

Dryland, A. . . G., E., P., F sig 

Dunn, Cpl. W. A. . G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; p. of w. 
Somme, 9/18; awarded M.M., 
11/18. 

Durston, Lt. H. 8. . G., E., P., F. 

Dutnall, A. E. G., E., P., F. 

Ealden, H. J. G., E., P., F. es 

Ellender, W. H. F. w. Jerusalem, 12/17; w. Somme, 


~~ 
Ld 


rr Og et et gy 


9/18. 


Elworthy, Cpl. H. A. Commission, /17. 


G., E. 

G., E., 
Evans, A. E.. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Ewens, C. .. ‘ . Gy, E., P., F. 
Faulkner, C.S.M. A. G., E., F¥. Awarded M.S.M., 5/19 
Faulkner, T. R. E., P., w. France, 10/18. 
Finn, F. A. . , . £-,P., os 
Fitzsimons, W. F. . . EP, w: Beersheba, 10/17. 
Foster, C. W. G., E., ai 
Foster, Sergt. H. E. G., E., Commission, Cavalry, /17. 
Fox, F. J. ‘ E., P. 

G., E. 


Frisby, Sergt. F. J. w. Somme, 9/18. 


es 


ee = 
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Name. 


Gambrell, A. J. 
Gibbons, Cpl. F. W. 
Gibbs, Sergt. 8. 
Gibson, A. 
Gilbert, A. C. 
Gillett, F. E. 
Godden, F. W. ; 
*Godsiff, Sergt. R. J. 
Goodger, A.R. 
Goodhew, Cpl. H. L. 
Goodwin, F. 
Goodwin, N.G. . 
Greenlees, Cpl. T. . 
Griffen, C. . 
Griggs, A. R. . 
Griggs, E. C.. 
Gulvin, R. 


Gwynn, C. G. 


Haddaway, F. 
Hall, Cpl. F. E. 
Hall, Sergt. W. H. 
Hancock, W. 


*Hardaker, Cpl. J. H. 


Harris, C. F. ‘ 
Harris, Sergt. C. G. 
Harris, E. C.. 
Harris, H. L. 
Harrod, F. 

Hart, P. C. 


*Hatfield, C. E. Capt. 


Hawkitt, C. ‘ 


Haynes, Farr. -Sergt. H. 


Hayward, A. 
Hazelden, H. E. 


Henbest, Sergt. W. H. 


Hicks, J. 
Higgins, W. . 
*Hodges, H. 8. 


‘Hogben, Sergt. A. V. 


*Holbrook, H. J. 
Holden, C. J. 


» P., F. 
E., 
E., P., F. 
K., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
. £zE,YP., F. 
. GE, P., F. 
. GE, P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
. GE, P. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P. 
. £, P., F. 
G., E., P., F. 
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M.G.C. 


Particulars of Service. 


d. Sollum, 3/17. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Sheria, 11/17. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18, M.G.C. 
d. 10/1/18. 
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Mentioned in despatches, 7 /19- 


Mentioned in despatches, Pales- 


tine, 1/18; &. Somme, 9/18 ; 


we 


ri 


tad 


He 


eo «w © * @ we wo Fi wy 
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e 
~~ 


awarded M.C. post. 


Mob. Vet. Sec. 
k. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Wavrin, 10/18. 


k. France, 10/18. 


k. Somme, 9/18. 
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Name. with Regt. Particulars of Service 


Hollands, F. : . £E.,P. 
Holloway, H. E. 


Hook, Cpl. A. , F. 
Hook, E. W.. ,F. = us 
Hook, W. J. , F. w. Somme, 9/18. 


*Hopkins, G. T. 

*Horne, J. A. 

*Hoskins, P. G. 
Houchin, C. . 
Hutton, D. B. 


k. Somme, 9/18. 
d. 10/18. 
k. Somme, 9/18. 


~~ « ~~ ) - - we we . 
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Jackson, L/Cpl. D. O. 

Jenkins, H. T. 

Jones, H. 

Jones, W. H. 
*Johnson, E. W. 

Johnson, G. A. 


Lt. E.L.C., /17. 


3 


ad ~~ ~~ - ~~ 
~w 


k. Merville, 8 /18. 


my ¥ ) 


~~. 


*Keen, Sergt. T. 8. . 

Keightley,C.S.  . 

Kelsey, Sergt. R. B. 

Kennett, Cpl. A. 

Kennett, Farr. -Sergt. P.. 

Kensley, F. G. 

King, G. B. 

King, R. E. . 

Kingsford, Lt. & Q’master 
A. 

Kirk, C. A. 

Kite, W. R. . 


k. Merville, 8 /18. 
w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


ww . . ~~ hd 
~ w ) ~~ ~~ 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


een cuaens Q2Q2A2QH2loH 


w. Merville, 8 /18. 


. ~~ ~~ ~~ 
we ~~ ~~ ~ 


Mentioned in despatches, 1 /18. 


ad . 
we 


w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 


HORE EE He OBO 


Lamb, W. V. ,P., ¥F. 

Lee, E. A. Me of 525 

Lee, H. ‘ , P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
*Lloyd, C. L. . ges k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 

Lott, F. G. , KE. To R.E. Signals, 3 /17. 

Lyons, C. A. »P., F. ss 

Major, S.-8. C. G., E., P., F. 

Mantle, H. G., E., P., ¥F. 

Manuel, A. J. . £,P., F. a 
*Marchant, Sergt. E. W. G., E. d. Sollum, 3/17. 
*Marsh, S. G. E., P., F. k. Merville, 8 /18. 

G., E., P., F. = 


Martin, A. E. 
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Name. Seine Particulars of Service. 
Medhurst, W. 


BIO ed af gO Be bd bd ro bt to 


we ~~ 


Mercer, F. » Es, P., FE: 
Miles, S.G. .. jis 
Miles; W.Jd.. 9 o-° 
Mills, B. ,E., P., FF. p. of w. Merville, 8/18. 
Mills, EB. ,E.,P.,F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. 
Somme, 9/18. 

Mirams,Cpl.H. . ; 58 

*Mitchell, Lt. R. W. k. Sheria, 11 /17. 


Moore, F. 
*Moore, F. J. . : 

Morgan, Sergt. G. W. 
*Mount, G. ‘ 

Mummery, H. ‘ ‘ 
*Mussared, Cpl. 8S. H. . G. 


k. Somme, 9/18. 


~ ~~ ~~ 


tj he 


~~ ~~ 


k. Beersheba, 9 /18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 
k. Merville, 8 /18. 


HHO POA 


. 


i 


- Newing, Sergt. 8. W. G., 
*Norris, A. E. , . XE, 
Norris, C. W. E., 


w. Merville, 8/18. 
k. Beersheba, 9 /18. 
av. Merville, 8 /18. 


~~ 
we 


Oldfield, Cpl. F. D. G. 
Oldfield, L/Cpl.8.G. . E. 
Ovenden, E. H. E 


wim wee 


w w ww 


pit me me oy mS i 
9] 


e 
Or) bad i. 


*Pack, J. H. . G., E., P., F. &. Merville, 8/18. 
Page, G.T. . G., E., P., F. 
Payne, F. G. G., E., P., F. 7 ae 
Payne, J. E., P., w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Payne, J. T. G., E., P., F. 
Pearson, A. E. .. E., P., 

*Pegden, S. . Kz, P., KF. d. 12 /18. 
Phebey, H. D. . Gy E., P., F. gh 
Phipps, H. E. G., E., P., F. w. Gallipoli, 12 /15. 
Pierce, Sergt. H. G., E., P., F a 
Pierson, E. J. E., P., F. 
Pilcher, W. E., P. we 
Pilsbury, A. G., E., P., F. w. Marquain, 10 /1§. 
Port, W. H. T. ; . G., E., P., F. fe 
Priestley, C.Q.M.8S.H.W. G.,E., P., F. 
Prodger, Sergt. A. W. E. 
Ranger, H. C. ; . £Z., P., F. w. France, 10 /18. 
Rawlinson, Sergt. F. T. . G., E., P. Commission, R.A.F., /17. 
Reardon, A. . : «By PF Mentioned in despatches, 11 /18. 
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Name. mein Rae Particulars of Service. 


Rigden, H. . : é 
Robbins, Cpl. G. W. 


ts 


With 230th Bde. L.T.M.B. 


ro bad PI ry Pad id ad ad a 


Sanger, E. 


‘ w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Saul,C. A. . ; 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


Scott, Sergt. G. H. ,P., F. w. Merville, 8/18. 
Seymour, Lt. A. W. ’ Assistant A.P.M., 74th Div. 
Simmonds, Cpl. C. . ¢ Pay Fs 24 

Simpson, W. H. , 


Sladden, L/Cpl. E. J. 
Smith, W. H. ; 

Smith, L/Cpl. W. J. 

Spanton, Lt. F.C. . 

Springgay, Cpl. 8. M. 
Stanley, Sergt. F. W. G. . 
Stent, A. A. . ; 
Stocker, E. E. ‘ 
Stone, Sergt. 8. A.. ; 
Sutton, L/Cpl. E. H. T. . 
Swain, H.S.. j , 
Swann, Sergt. L. J. 


Commission, /17. 
w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 


a Ff As A 
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Commission, R.A.F., /17. 


"Taylor, J. . k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
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; , Pe oa 
Taylor, J. T. ; : ,P., F. ay 
Terry, Sergt. T. L. , E.,P., F. w. Kubeibeh, 12/17; w. Somme, 
9 /18. 
Thornton, J.T. . , E., P. : hes 
Turner, C. A. : ,P., F. p. of w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Turner, Sergt. D. G. , E., P., F. Awarded D.C.M., 11 /17. 
Twigg, S. L. . ; ,E.,P., F. p. of w. Somme, 9/18. 
Tyler, C.8S.M. 8. J. , E., P. 3 
Usher, L /Opl. H. T. Pigs 
Virgoe, A. E. : . ,E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
*Waters, T. J. »P. w. Sinjil, 3/18; & Somme, 
. 10 /18. , 
Wellard, C.S.M. W. , E., P., F.  w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
West, Tpr. J. E. , E., P., F. ae 
White, J.R.. . , P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Wickens, R. _ ,E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Wickens, 8. H. » E., P., F. w. Gallipoli, 1] /15; w. Somme, 


9/18. 
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Name, | Ghee Particulars of Service. 


Wildish, W. . : . ££, P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Willis, W. A. . . GE. P., BF. w Merville, 8 /18. 
Wilmhurst, S.-S., A. J. G., E., P., F. 7 
*Wolsey, C.Q.M.S. P. ~ G., E., P., F.  &. Tournai, 11/18. 
Wood,A. BE... . E., P., F. ee 
Woodcock, W. W. . . G,E., P. ag. 
Woodgate, Cpl. C. . . Gy, E., P. Commission, (17. \ 
Wragg, Cpl. A.J. . . G, E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 0 /17. 
E.,P.,F.  — d. France, 11 js.f 


*Young, C. S. 
| : i 


oat 


| ey 
ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE ROYAL EAST 


KENT MOUNTED RIFLES WHO WERE POSTED TO 
*'B” GOMPANY at Maron Isr, 1917. 


Name. stron ea Particulars of Servite. 


* Allfrey, Capt. H. L. . GE, P., F. & Somme, 9/18. 
Amos, L/Cpl. H. G., E., P. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Arnold, A. 8S. . . z. F With 230th Bde. L.T.M.B. ; 
w. Somme, 9/18. 
G P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
EK FB w. Beersheba, 10/17; gwarded 
N.C., 11/17; w. Marquain, 
10/18. 


Ashenden, Cpl. L. . 
. Aylward, Lt. J. 8. 8. 


Back, E. : : : _E., P., F. es 

Bailey, E. F. Pl ae w. Merville, 8 /18. 

Ballard, C. G. Ps bs 

Banham, A. E. oe oe w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

Banning, W. J. gra w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. Sang- 


_ hin, 10/18. 

Barnes, H. J. ‘ : 

*Barnes, W. J. : 
Barron, L. 


k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
M.G.C. and R.A.F, 


Aas wy WH AAAs 
ty 
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Bignall, A. R. ,F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
*Bills, P. W. . k. Beersheba, 10/17. 

Bishenden, A. peed os ene 

Bishop, G. T. ; oe 


ANN eee Pee 


ORR AOOO BA BBO 
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w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. 
Wavrin, 10/18. 


Bishop, H. . ‘ . 


IZ 
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Name. rai Ree Particulars of Service. 
* Bolton, A. J. ; . Gi EP. F. & Somme, ie 


Boorne, L. . a « (Gag E, P. ‘ 
Bowles, A. T. . %-E,P.,F. a 
Bowra, G. T. : E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Brisley, A. T. . . Gz. E., P., F. ig 
Brown, R. H. ‘ . £-EYP., BF. ie 
Brown, L/Cpl. 8. F. G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Bulman, J. . ‘ . GE, P., KF. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Burgess, G. . A . £E.,P., F. =i 
Burley, Cpl. W. . G, EB, P., F. 
Cacket, W. F. ; . £E., P. 
Cade, Sergt. F. D. . . GyEz, P., F. ie 
Camburn, D. E. . G., E., P. Commission, R.A.F. 
Card, W. H. . GE. P., L.T.M.B. ; Commission, /17. 
Carr, G. . . E£., P., F. we 
Carter, J. W. : . £Z, P., F. w. Marquain, 10/18. 
Chadwick, Sergt.G. J. . G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. 
Somme, 9 /18. 
Chapman, A.W. . S. tie Pe w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Checksfield, L/Cpl. H. E., P., F. 7 
Clark, F. B. . ; . BP, F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Clark, H.C. . ‘ . EYP. ae 
Clark, T. G. . . ££, P., F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
*Clark, W. M. ; . GC. E., P. d. of w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Clements, E. W. . . GC, EB, P., F. ee 
Clout, T. H. . G., E., P., F. i 
Cole, W. G., E., P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Constant, F. ©. E., P., F. ba 
Coomes, H. C. E., P., F. w. Marquain, 10 ea 
Cooper, F. B. . £-,P., F. ‘ 
Cornfoot, Sergt. F. G. . Gy EL, P., F. < 
Croft, S. ? . £E., P., F. w. Somme, 9 1s. 
Crouch, A. G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 fl. 
Croucher, C. E., P., F. w. France, 10/18. 
Cruickshanks, C.S. M. C. G., E., P. ‘i 
Curd, A. E. . . £Z,P., F. w. France, 10 /18. 
Darby, Cpl. 0. G. . . Gy,E., P., F. ee 
*Davy, H. . : . GE, P. d. of w. after Beersheba, 11 /17. 
Day, L. ‘ . GC, E., P., F. 
Dimmock, J. P. , . £-E,P., F. a 
Drayson, E. . : G., E., P., F. 
Edwards, E.W. . . £,P., F. 


Name. 


*Elliott, F. 


Ely, F. P. 

Ely, Cpl. H. . 
Ely, Sergt. H. J. 
Epps, T.C. . 


*Flack, L/Cpl. G. 
Fletcher, E. S. 


*Foley, Sergt. P. G. 


Foord, 8. G. . 

Ford, F. : ; 
Friend, Capt. J. I. H. 
Friend, W. F. 


Gann, Sergt. W. H. : 
Gardiner, E. F.  . : 
Gardner, P. G. ‘ ‘ 
Garnar, Sergt. E. F.G. . 
Gilbert, J. C. , ; 
Godley, A. . 
Golding, Sergt. H. C. 
Goldsmith, H. ‘ 
Goodhew, Pte. E. . 
Gordine, W. A. 

Graham, 8. C. 

Gransden, C. 

Grimson, Cpl. J. 


Hadlow, A. . ‘ 
Hamilton, Cpl. H. . 
Hann, Sergt. G. E. 
Harden, N. . : 
_ Harrison, F. 

Harrison, L. ‘ ‘ 
Harvey, C.Q.M.S., O. F. . 
Hastings, Tmptr. E. H. . 
Hawton, R. F. : : 
Hayes, Sergt. A. F. 
Haywood, C. J. 


Higgins, J. . 
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ponte he Particulars of Service. 
E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; &. - 
Somme, 9 /18. 
E., P., F. Ae 
E., P., F. ne 
G., E., P., F. ww. Somme, 9/18. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. d. of w. Wavrin, 10/18. 
E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. Mar- 
quain, 10/18. . 
. GE, PF. d. /19; mentioned in des- 
patches, 7 /19. 
E., P., F. 3 
G., E., P., F. a" 
G., E., P., F. Awarded M.C., 1/19. 
E., P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
G., E., P. Lt. R.A.F., /17. 
E., P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
G., E., P., F. w. Gallipoli, /15. 
G., E., P., F. ‘8 
E., P., F. 
E., P., F. To 6th Buffs. 
G., E., P. wo. Beersheba, 10/17. 
E., P., F. ne 
G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
E., P., F. se 
E., P., F. w. Merville, 8/18. 
G., E., P., F. 
E., P., F. 
E., P., F. ie 
G., E., P., F.  w. Marquain, 10/18. 
G., E., P. —=«iLt., R.A.F. 
G., E., P. w. Sinjil, 3 /18. 
E., P., F. 
G., E., P., F. ees 
G., E., P., F. Mentioned in despatches, 3 /19. 
G., E., P., F. ite 
G., E., P. k. Jerusalem, 12 /18. 
E., P., F. w. Marguain, 10/18. 
G., E., P., F. is 
E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
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+ 


Particulars of Service. 
w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


Naawe. 


Holden, T. . . 


i 
i 


Jeffrey, L/Cpl. C. H.  .. 
Johnson, G. A - ‘ 
Johnson, J. H. ‘ ; 


. P. 
Hollis, Sergt. H. J. ee ee) ee de 
* Holmes, Sergt. D. . G., E., P., F. d. of w. Wavrin, 10/18. 

Hook, W. .. E., P., F. w. Marquain, 10/18. 
Horton, Sergt. A. A G., E., P., F. ess 
Horton, A. W. E., P., F. w. Wavrin, 10/18. 
Humphries, H. E., P., F. w. Marquain, 10/18. 

P. 

F. 


) Ld 
) . 


w. Beersheba, 10/17 . 


rb © 


) 


Kettle, Bergt. L. Commission, R.W. Kents, /18. 


Hi om Se wm wy 


. ] 


Kimber, Cook-Sergt. H. 8. ,F. w. Orcq, 10/18. 
*Laker, J. F. ,E.,P.,F. 4. of w. Wavrin, 10/18. 
Leach, a /C.Q.M.S. C. H. , E., P., F. ‘ 5a 
Maaz, E. Aj 4 ’ ) 9 F. 
Marsh, P. : _ E., P., F. Ss 
Martin, Cpl. L. P. . , E., Commission, R.A.F., France. 
Matthews, A. , E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /\a; w. France, 


10 /18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 
k. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Commission, R.A.F. 
To 6th Buffs. 


Matthews, Lt. J. 8. 
*May, Sergt. W. 
M‘Leod, Sergt. J. M. 
Mears, D. R.. ; ; 
Medhurst, Lt. G. H. T. . 
*Miller, ¥. J. . 
Millgate, A. . 
Mills, A. J. 
Moon, A. F. . 
Morgan, G. A. 
Moys, H. 
Mummery, F. 


~~ 


SHOR ER AReEOAH YUANAQ af a9 


k. Somme, France, 9/18. 
p. of w. Merville, 8/18. 
w. France, 10 /18. 


bal haf at Pd 


fe 


et at oO 


roo ed bd bp St bad Bt nt Bt Pe 


~~ we w Ld we . ~e ~~ .) 


w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. 
Marquain, 10 /18. 


Napier, Lt. R. A. . E., P., F w. Jerusalem, 12/17. 
Nawnham, 8. A. C. G., E., P. ae 
Noakes, A. F. : Sy Poy F w. Somme, 9/18. 
Nutley, A. V. : . =xEP.,F w. Somme, 9/18. 
Packman, L/Cpl. G. G., E., P., F. 

Page, C0. H. . ; . E,P.,F 
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Name. i Ret _ Particulars of Service. 


Page, F. J. . , . &B,P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. Mar. 
- quain, 10/18. 

k. Somme, 9 /18. 

w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


*Pankhurst, A. E. . 
Panteny, Sergt. C. H. R. 
Parker, W. T. , 
Partis, Cpl. G. K. . 
Pepper, H. W. 

Petley, A. E. 
Petley, Cpl. S. 
Pettman, Cpl. A. J. 
Petts, P. J. . 


4 . 


w 


~~ w ~~. “ 


seve wee Ady Ae 


w. France, 10 /18. 
w. Beersheba, 10 /17; w. Somme, 
9 /18. 


Oops Ss pd OO a 


ad . ~ ~~ we ~~ bad ~~ 4] 


Philpott, A. . : 
Philpott, L/Cpl. 8. 
Piggott, E. 8. 


w. Sinjil, 3/18 ; w. France, 10/18. 
w. Beersheba, 10 /17; to R.O.D., 
1/18. 


~~ ) ad 


Pope, W. L. . : : 
Potter, Sergt. GG. . 2 
Prett,C.W..  -. 
Pullen, Cpl. A. R. . 


. F. w. Merville, 8/18. 
 w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. Mer- 
ville, 8/18. 


HOH 222 Hoooonrem 


*Quaife,T. . : a 4 Ps k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Ralph, E. E., P. w. Beersheba, 10/17; to 6th 
Buffs. 

Ramsell, A. M. G., E., P., F. 

Randall, W. . E., P. 

Robinson, W. T. G., E., P., F. 

Rowden, N. . E., P., F. Sa 
Rowden, S. E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Rudman, Sergt. J. B. G., E., P., F. Awarded M.M., 11 /18., 
Rutland, Tmptr. C. G., E., P., F. w. Sinjil, 3/18. 

Rye, Cpl. J. T. G., E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Rye, Cpl. W. E. G., E., P., F me 7 


Salt, Sergt. C.S.M. L. Awarded M.S.M., 5/19. 


G., E., P., F 
Samson, Cpl. W. G., E., P., F. oa 
Saunders, Cpl. H. E. G., E., P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Scott, H. H. : . G.,E., P., F. Awarded M.M., 11/17. 
Sears, A. S. W. G., E., P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Sears, R. L. . G., E., P. Commission. 
Sells, R. J. E., P. , 
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Name. 


Shipp, Cpl. H. 
Sifleet, C. A. 


Sillibourne, J. G. 
Smith, F. C.. 
Smith, E. R. 8. 
Sparrow, Sergt. 8. F. 
Standen, Cpl. W. G. 
Startup, E. F 
*Stewart, Sergt. J. . 


Stevenson, Cpl. A. F. 
Stevenson, Cpl. 8. D. 
Stoneham, H. J. V. 
Strutt, A. E.. 

Swain, B. W. 
Swinard, R. W. 


Thesiger, Capt. Hon. P. . 


Timmins, Sergt. W. 
Tolputt, P. 

Tomlin, W. J. . 
Turnpenny, Lt. 8. B. 
Underhill, Cpl. E. B. 
Vidler, G. T. W. 


Wagner, A. J. : 
Wanstall, Sergt. A. 


Washington, Cpl. A. E. . 


Watson, F. G. 


Whatley, Tmptr. 8. H. . 


Whitchead, E. H. . 
Whitehead, W. G. 
Whitehead, C. H. . 


Whiteman, L/Sergt. H. E. 


Whitnall, C. . 
Wickens, S. H. 


Wilcox, L/Cpl. W. 
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Particulars of Service. 


G., E., P., F. w. Sinjil, 3/18. 


w. Beersheba, 10 /17; w. Somme, 
9/18; w. 10/18. 
w. Yebrad, 3/18. 


Awarded M.S.M., 1/19. 


Mentioned, 42nd Div. Order on 
Peninsula; Lt. R.W. Kent; 
k. /18. 


w. Franoe, 10 /18. 

w. Somme, 9/18. 

Also Staff-Capt.R.A.F.; awarded 

O.B.E. 
Awarded M.M., 11/17; w. Mer- 
ville, 8/18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


Commission, /18. 


w. Orcq, 10/18. 
w. Marquain, 10 /18. 


w. Marquain, 10/18. 


Commission, /17. 
w. Gallipoli, 11/15; w. Somme, 


9 /18. 
w. Marquain, 10/18. 
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Name. net Particulars of Service. 


Wiles, G. A. . ‘ . G, BE, P., F. Awarded M.M., a 
Wilkinson, Sergt. 8. E. . ° 


ol 


Williams, H.H. . : » i. a6 
Willis, H. A. ‘ : w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Wilson, F. 

-Wise, R. ne is 


w. Sinjil, 3/18. 
Wood, L. . : wie 
Wood, W. . ; 


= ew @ we ew we OS 
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tt By og iy 


“ . . ~~) ~. ~~ ~~ ~~ ~e ° 


at Aas ad aa at 


Woodgate, Sergt. W. P. . ; , EF. Commission, /18. 

Woodruff, L/Cpl. J. F Commission, E.L.C., /17. 

Wookey, E. a oe 

Woolf, H. J. . “  w. Marquain, 10/18. 
*Woollett, Cpl. W. A. R. G., E., k. Beersheba, 10 /1.7. 

Wraight, E. W. G., E., P., F Se 

Wright, Sergt. T. D. . G., E., P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

Wyles, F. G. . co E,BP., w. Beersheba, 10 /17; w. France, 

,10/18. 
Yandell, Lt. F.C. . . GE, P. Lt. R.A.F. 
Reeves, Capt. T. 8. . EP. R.A.M.C. 


ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO JOINED “A” 
COMPANY aFTer Marcu Ist, 1917. 


Name. Particulars of Service. 

Abrahams, J. P., F. a 

* Adams, A. C. P., F. p. of w. Merville; d. of w. 8 /18. 
Allen, L. A. . P;, F. m. Somme, 9/18. 
Andrews, F. G. P., F. w. aaa 10 /18. 
Angell, A. P:, ¥. ae 
Bagg, H. ; ; ; P., F. ove 
Baker, A. L. . . : P., F. - 
Baker, 2 /Lt. F. C. ‘ F. aa 
Baker, L/Cpl. L. . ‘ P., F. ie 
Balls,G. A. . ‘ : F. a 
Banham, Cpl. F. C. P., F. és 
Barham, G. E. F. m. Somme, 9/18. 

*Barker, A. P., F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Barnett, 2 ea J. E. B,. _F. , 
Barr, 2 /Lt. L . : F, ee 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 


Bates, L/Cpl. W. J. ; E., P., F. 

Bateup, Cpl. H. . ‘ P., F. is 

Bentall, W. C. . Pp., F. w, Somme, 9 /18 

Billingham, N. , ; P., F. a 

Bing, J. : F . P., F. w. Merville, 8/18. 

Bishop, F. E. : P. — 

Boa, J. ; : ; P., F. 

Brown,H.P.C. . . P., F. 

Brown, W. . ‘ ‘ F. aie 

Budd, F. ‘ ‘ ,F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
*Burton, W. J. ,F. k. Somme, 9/18. 

Buttery, R. . , oe. w. Somme, 9/18. 

Catt, P. é ‘ ; ,F. 


Cawley, T. . . r 
Chesworth, F. ; 
Clark, L. G. . ‘ 
Clifford, E. . F * 
Court, 2/Lt.C. F. . P 
Cox, B. ; ‘ ‘ 
Crisp, A. A. . 

*Crummey, D. ‘ ‘ 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 
w. Somme, 9 /18, 


Ad ~~ ~~ 


tal tal bl Pd bj Pad taf bd af 


k. Somme, 9/18. 


Dale, F. A. .. of 

Davie, J. W. ' ra 
*Dennett, G. . ‘ : 
*Derrick, W. W. 

Dickens, F. . . 
*Dodson, 2/Lt. J. E. 

Doggleby, C. 8. 

Dunk, W... ‘ 

Dunnigan, W.H. . 


w. Merville, 8 /18. 
k. Somme, 9/18. 
k. Somme, 9/18. 


OOM TWH iD 


vs - 4) vy . os ~~ 


k. Wavrin, 10/18. 


w. Somnie, 9 /18. 


Elliott, H. E. ‘. , FF. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Embleton, J. W. ets w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Farndale, G. . 

Farrier, Sergt. W. H. Fr. 


Fenton, W. H. 
Fermanian, P. 

Finch, W. : 
Fleming, H. . : . 
Folks, T. O. . 

French, F. 

Froud, A. W. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. France, 10/18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


OOM yy yt WN my 


F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
F 
F 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 


*Gibbard, E. J. k. Merville, 8 /18. 
Gittings, H. W. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


he 


Grange, C. w. France, 10 /18. 
Green, F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Grey, H.C. . a 


*Hammon, C. F. 


: k. Sinjil, 3/18. 
Hammond, E. W. . 


k. Merville, 8 /18. 


P. 
P. 
F. 
F. 
P: 
P. 
P. 
*Hargreaves, R. P.. ¥, 
Harris, 2 /Lt. F. L. F. ms 
Harrison, H. P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Hayes, A. W. P., F. ee 
Head, H. J. . F. es 
Hinton, P. . P., F. With 230th L.T.M.B; awarded 
M.M., 3/19. 
Holmes, J. P., F. ag 
Horton, L. . : F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Hoskin, P. . j P., F, ag 
Irvine, J. F. w. Somme, 9/18; w. 10/18. 
*Jarman F. E. P., F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Jennings, H. W. P., F. iv 
Judge, F. J. . Pak 
*Kemble, F. J. F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Kempson, 2 /Lt. F. S. Fe. sie 
Kidder, J. W. Pr w. Somme, 9/18. 
Lacey, J... P., F. w. Somme,'9 /18. 
Lacey, S. A. C. P., F. - w. Somme, 9/18. 
Lawrence, S. P., F. m. Merville, 8 /18. 
Lee, W.C. . F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Levett, P. H. P., F. “cs 
*Linkins, A. A. P., F. w. Beersheba, 10/17; &. 
Somme, 9/18. 
Lloyd, J. P., F. : 
Lyons, J. P. 
Massinghan, F. G. F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
McGovern, G. P., F. te 
McLellan, J. . F, w. Somme, 9 /18. 
*Morley, 2 /Lt. F. W. F, k. Wavrin, 10/18. 


Morton, A. J. 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 
Nutter, L/Cpl. J. E. w. Somme, 9/18. 


J 


Oakey, A. W. as 
Odell, C. w. Merville, 8/18. 
Phillips,W. A. . 
Pilch, G. W. ‘ ; 
Porter, W. R. ‘ ; 
Priest, A. E. 


; p. of w. Somme, 9/18. 
F. w. Somme, 9/18. 


rot th 
> >| hej bey 


Radford, R. . 


é ‘ P. ie 
Ralph, E. A. , ; P., F. w. Merville, 8/18. 
Rance, A. E. ‘ ; P., F. es 
Read, J. W. . ‘ ; F. 
Redit, W. 5 : P, 
Reed, Lt. A. Howa ‘ P. ar 
Reeve, H. V. ° ‘ F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Richards, E. ‘ i F. _ w. France, 10/18. 
Robins, E. R. ‘ ; F. a 
Robson, F. . ‘ ; F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Sands, C. H. ‘ ‘4 P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Sayer, Sergt.C. . P.,. Fe. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Scott, J. ‘ ° P., F w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Sexton, C. H. ‘ ; F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Sherlock, A. i ‘ Pr. 
*Sidders, W. . : : F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
*Simpkins, A. F. k. Marquain, 10 /18. 
*Simpson, D. , P., F. k. Merville, 8 /18. 
*Sladden, E. P. , P., F. k. Merville, 8 /18. 
Sly, G. : : : P., F. - 
Spicer, Cpl. EE... é P., F a 
Stickles, J. . F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Stokes, T. : ‘ ree ue w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Strange, 2 /Lt. R. 8. , F. a 
Stubbins, F. J. F. p. of w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Summers, N. A. F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 


Tate, J. , : 
Terry, W. H. . ‘ 
Thornton, Lt. A. Y.8. . 
Tompkins, C. . 
Tully, 2/Lt. P.C. . 


w. Sheria, 11 /17. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


by Py be By by 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 


Turner, A. 8. F, w. Somme, 9/18. 

Walker, A. V. F. w. Somme, 9/18. 

Ward, F. O. . ‘ P., F. w. Ram Allah, 12/17. 

Webb, H. . ; : P., F. ies 

Williams, Lt. E. 8. : F. 

White,G. . : ; P. 

White, W. . : : P., F. 

Whiting, T. A. é ; P., F. ae 

Wood, L. A. F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 

Wright, E. F. w. Somme, 9/18. 

Stirling, Rev. J. . . Pp ie 

Bissett, Capt. G. W. ; F. mentioned in despatches, 7 /19. 

Vickery, Capt. E. P., P., F w. Somme, 9 /18. 
R.A.M.C. 

Roughley, Rev. A. . : F. 


ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO JOINED ‘‘B” 
COMPANY artrer Marca lst, 1917. 


Name. Particulars of Service. 
Ager, F. . ‘ P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Ainsley, J. . F ; F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Ashcroft, 2 /Lt. J. N. : F, as 
Ashwood, A. C. P, si 
Bailey, W. ,F. 
Baker, G. L. » Fr. a 
Barber, J. ‘ ; w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Bamard,G. H.  . . »F. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 

Barton, 8S. C. : ‘ = 

Bayley, 8S. H. ‘ ; 

Beach, F. C. ‘ 5 
*Beaney, F. 

Bellamy, E. . 

Benifer, J. . : a 

Bennett, W. , r 

Bentley, L. . 

Blackman, G.T. . 

Bobbett, A. . ; 


k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


~~ 


tye fy 


w. Marquain, 10 /18. 


ro POO Pt rg Po bd oP tO PD 


188 APPENDIX D. 


Name. Particulars of Service. 


*Border, W. A. F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Botham, T. . ; : F. w. Marquain, 10 /18. 
Bourne, GQ. T. , P. fy ag 
Bradshaw, H. E. F. 

Bridger, P. P. P., F. ak 
Brigstock, F. P., F. p. of w. Somme, 9/18. 
Broadhurst, R. F. 34 

*Broak, B. : P., F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Broakes, L/Cpl. W. P., F. es 
Broughton, EB. P. . P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Brown, F. ?P., F. Sg 
Brundell, B. PF: w. Somme, 9/18. 
Brunt, A. G.. F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Bugden, G. D. F. as 
Bullard, C. F. os 
Bullock, H. . P., F, w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Burnett, H.C. P.,F. - 
Burnham, E. P., F. 

Butler, C. F. S 
Butler, G. F. w. France, 10 /18. 
Callett, F. G. ' 2 P., F. 

Canfor, Sergt. A. J. P., F. Ks 
Cansdale, E. | P., F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Capeling, F. J. P. > ze 
Cave, E. M. . P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Chadwick, A. F. es 

*Champion, T. E. P. k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Chatfield, P. P., F. a 
Church, 2 /Lt. E. W. F. = au 

*Clark, Cpl. E. E. P., F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Clark, F. P. A 
Clay, E. ; F. 

Clayton, J. T. ‘ F. Sa, 
Collins, F. P. F, w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Couchman, B. , P., F. ~ 
Cox, L/Cpl. A.S. . F, 

Cozzie, L. ‘ PF, 

Crossley, L. F. 

Dade, C. P. 

Dallamore, F. F. = 
Davidson, F. N. P., F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 
Dawson, G. . 
Dealing, J. 

Deasey, H. . 
Denbeigh, W. F. 
Dibben, F. . - 
Dobson, W. G. M.. 


A 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


TO be Pa PO bal ba td dP 


Dodd, W. i 
Downer, R. P. w. Merville, 8/18. 
Draper, J. . , Fr. w. Wavrin, 10 /18. 
Dray, C.S.M. J. a4 
Dunk, Cpl. W. 

Dutton, A. 

Dyor, M. Fr. 

Edwards, C. W. F. 

Ellender, E. . F. 

Ellis, F. : : , F. i 
Elsey, F.S. . ; ety Oe w. Jerusalem, 12/17. 
England, C. . P., F. 

Everest, C. P: 

*Fantham, T.. P., F. k. Merville, 8 /18. 
Farr, C. B. N. P., F. - 
Fayers, P. F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Filmer, J. H. P., F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
‘Fitch, A. P., FE. w. Sinjil, 3/18. 
Flint, E. ; F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Ford, W. A. H. F. w. Somme, 9 /18.. 
Forrest, H. P., F. ig 
French, C. A. P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
French, E. L. PF: w. Somme, 9/18. 
Garfield, E. A. F, 

Goater, R. F. 

Gomme, G. H. - P., F. 

Gordon, D. L. F. 

Gray, J. P:; 

Gray, W. P. 

Griffin, E. T. P., F. ie : 
Grimwood, H. ‘ #. w. Somme, 9 /18. 

*Gunstone, F. P., F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Gurr, F. P., F. =e 
Hackett, A. . P., F ‘ 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 
Hadlow, E. J. 
Haines, C. . ‘ 
Halke : ; : 
Hall, H. : ‘ ‘ 
Hallen, L/Cpl. C. . ° 


¥. 

P. 

P, 

P. 

F. ae 
Halling, P. P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Hammond, A., ‘ F. is 
Hancock, H.. P; a 
Hardacre, P. P.,F w. Marquain, 10/18. 
Harding, A. E. P. es 
Harman, E. J. = 4 P., F. a ae 
Harmer, S. : P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Harrold, W. J. P P., F w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Harry, W. . P., F w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Hart, 8S. ‘ P., F a 
Hawkes, 8. . ‘ P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Hawkins, H.. ; P. . fe. 
Hay, J. W. . F. : i 
Hayes, F. W. ; P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
Hayward,C.V. . F. 
Healy, A. G.. ; ‘ P., F 
Heasman, F.D. . : P., F. = 

*Heine, L. P., F. k. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 

Hickling, J. P., F. w. Merville, 8/18; w. Wavrin, 


10 /18. 
Hickmott, W. : ; 
Hills, F. , . , 
Hogg, C. H. . : ° 
Holterman, W.-H.. é 
Hope, R. . 
Hopkins, C. R. 
Hopkirk, J. . : ¢ 
Hornsby, C. . i : 
eee *Hoyle, J. M. ° : 
_ Hubbard, W. : ; 
Hughes, J. . ; ‘ 


w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 


md 


w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


k. Somme, 9 /18. 


PO hy tO be PD i to ed SD ty 


w. Beersheba, 10/17; awarded 
M.M. 

Humpage, H. 5 ; ¥. 

Humphreys, H. . ‘ F. 

Hurley, Ww. . ° ° P., F. e 


Impett, Cpl. A. . ‘ F. sa 


Jackson, O. D. é P P, a 


Name. 


Jackson, 8. C. : 
James, G. W. . 
Jones, J. A. . ; 
J ones, T. ° ° 
Joynson, G. E. 


Keech, E. . 5 
Kelly, 8. C. . ° 
Kemshead, G. 

Kettle, J. . ; 


Kettle, 2 /Lt. R. 0. 8. 


King, G. E. . 
*King, M. 


Lacey, C. ; 
*Laker, R. P. - 

Lamb, A. W. ‘ 

Lambert, D. 


Larkin, Sergt. T. H. 


Larkin, W. R. 
Lawrence, J. B. 
Lawrence, W. P. 
Lear, W.C. . ‘ 
Leek, 2 /Lt. F. H. . 
Lemmon, W. ; 
Lewis, A. . 
Lewis, A. J. . 
Little, C. 

Lynoh, A. E. 


Marous, Capt. D.'8. 
Marshall, a.. ® 
Matthews, J. 
Mercer, E. . ‘ 
Miller,C. . ‘ 
Millward, G. : 
Milway, J. . ‘ 
Molkenthin, A. 
Moore, W. S. ; 
Morley, G. E. ; 
- Moysey, 2/Lt. F. . 
*Mugleston, E. 8. 


Nevard, P. J. 
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Particulars of Service. 
PF. sw. Merville, 8/18. 
F. - 
P., F. 
P., F © 
P., F. ne 


bal MO bay HO taj bf bad 
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SO Se 
ie 


F. 
F. 
F. 
P., F. 
F. 
P., F. 
P. 
P., F. 
K 
P., F. 
Fr 
BK 
PF 


fe 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 

w. Marquain, 10/18. 
w. Merville, 8 /18. 
w. Merville, 8 /18. 


k. Somme, 9 /18. 


k. Wavrin, 10 /18. 


w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 


w. Beersheba, 10/17. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 


oe 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 


d. 19/11/18. 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 
New, Cpl. A.. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Nicholes, T. . w. Jerusalem, 12/17; w. Mer- 
ville, 8 /18. 
d. Belgium, /19. 


1 by 
tad ing 


Nichols, A.H. .  . 
Noble, H. . « . 


Oakey, A. 


*Painter, A. 
Panter, W. . 
Pantry, T. . ; 
Parling, A. E. V. . , 
Parrott, L/Cpl. DL. . 
Pateman, H.. ; : 
Payne, J. T. 
Paynter, R. . ; ; 
Peach,C. . ; ‘ 
Pentney, H.. 
Peopall, A. 
Pettitt, H. 
Piggott, G. H. J. 


4. Wavrin, 10/18. 


w. Sinjil, 3/18 


ta ba 


fe 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Merville, 8/18; w. Somme, 
9/18; w. Marquain, 10/18. 


fe 


Plant, E. A. . 
*Platt, J. D. . 


| ap as k. Somme, 9/18. 
*Porter, Lt. E. G. 


k. Somme, 9/18. 


Race, F. ; w. Somme, 9/18. 
Reece, G. H.. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Richardson, T. w. Beersheba, 10/17. 
Rigden, Capt. C. és 
Rissen, G. E. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
k, Somme, 9 /18. 


Robinson, J. W. 
Rowley, J. .. 
*Rush, R. E. . 


SO a og OO to oat OB 
hy 


Sackett, 8. F. : ‘ , F. w. Marquain, 10/18. 
Sage, J. af Sa ; w. Somme, 9/18. 
Saker, Sergt. E. 

Salmon, 8. 

Saunders, T. »F. 


Scott, L/Cpl. W. 
Seymour, G. : i 
Shipp,C. . . , 
Smith, A. G. 

Smith, C. H. 


a. 


WOO OO Bad fat TO bad Po of oy 


Name. 
Smith,G. . 
Smith, J. H. : 

*Smith, Cpl. O. W. H. 
Smith,8.  . : 
Smith, L/Cpl. W. . 
Snell, J. A. . 
Stapley, F. . 
Stather, A. E. 
Stevens, F. . 
Stickings, W. 

"Streeter, G. . 
Swallow, J. . 


Thompson, Cpl. W. 
Titheradge, A. G. . 
Todd, M. . 
Tourney, 8. A. 
Townsend, E. J. 
Trendle, F. . , 
Turner V. . ‘ 


Tyler,A. .  . 
Usher, W. N. : 


Vine, R. J. . 5 
Vivian, J. W. 


Wallace,A.. . 
Walsh, J. B. : 
Ward, Op. 8. 
Ward, 8. 
Watkinson, T. 
Watts, 2 /Lt. H. B. 
Wenban, 2 /Lt. H. T. 
*White, E. 0. 
Whitfield, 2 /Lt. B. G. 
*Whittington, J. W. 
Wilkinson, J. ‘ 
Willats, Opl. H. G.. 
*Williams, A. 
Williamson, Sergt. IRB 
Wiseman, O. 
Wood, G. T. ‘ 
Wood, J. E. . : 
Wyles,8 .  e 
13 
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Particulars of Service. 


k. Somme, 9/18, 
w. Merville, 8 /18. 


ere 

oe 

' 
ee 


k. Merville, 8 /18. 
w. France, 10/18. 


w. Wavrin, 10/18. 


w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
m. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Jerusalem, 12/17. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Beersheba, 10/17. 


k. Somme, 9 /18. 


-d, 24/10/18. 


w. Beersheba, 10/17. 


ee 
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ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO JOINED “C” 
COMPANY arter Marcu 1st, 1917. 


Name. Particulars of Service. 


Allcock, R. . : : F. ae, . 
Ames, Cpl. E.G. . : PoE: w. Sheria, 11/17; w. Merville, 
8 /18. 
Amos, D. L. P., F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Andrews, L Cpl. J. P., F. ae 
Angus, G. 8. ; P., F. 
Ashford, V. G. KF . os 
*Ashpole, H. . F. k. Wavrin, 10/18. 
Aspden, E. . F. w. Meryille, 8/18; w. Somme, 
9 /18.. 
Baker, H. C. P., F. 25 
Baldwin, re A. L. P.,F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Balls, D. M. F. - F. ee 
Banks, 8S. —. P., F w. Somme, 9/18. 
Bannock, 2 /Lt. F. J. F. | 
Barlow, E. P. P. ‘ ae 
Bates, G. P., F. ‘ 
Beale, 0. V. . : ; P., F. S45 
*Bedford, R. . , ‘ F, .  & Somme, 9/18 
*Bishop, H. . é ‘ F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
*Bland, W. H. " ®~p, k. Yebrud, 3/18. 
Bloomfield, H. P., F. és 
Blown, A. . F. Sg 
Borrett, 8. E. F. 
Boutell, J. F. 
Bradford, A.. P., F. as 
‘Bright, J... P., F. With 230th Bde. L.T.M.B. 
Brooke, W. J. F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Brown, J. . , P., F w. Somme, 9/18. 
Browne, A. E. ‘ P., F és 
Bundock, W.-G. . ; F. 
Burgess, L/Cpl. E. J... G.,E.,P., F. w. Gallipoli (with Sussex Yeo. )3 : 
. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Buss, L/Cpl. T. E.. P., F Ba 
Butler,G. . P. es 


Callow,F.E. . . PF 
Carrington, R. | P., F. 
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Particulars of Service. 


Transferred to R.O.D., R.E. 


Name. 


Carter, E. P.. : P 
Chilton, L/Cpl. A. 5 


rs 


Christmas, E. J. . ‘ 
Christy, A. . F . 
Churchman, H. . . 
Churchouse, V. . . 
‘Clark, C. : : ° 
Clarke, W. H. . : 
Colclough, R. . 
Collings, B. . ‘ ‘ 
*Cooper, 2/Lt. F. W. H., 
M.M. 
Cooper, L. . : . 


~~ ~~ is 


eS Se ee 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
with R.O.D., R.E. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


Mentioned in despatches, B.E.F. 


k. Yebrud, 3/18. | 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 


Coughlan,C. F. ‘ x. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Counsell, 2/Lt.W. A. . w. Oreq, 10/18. 
Cox,E.S. . ‘ : Pee w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Crussell, D. P. eas Se , FE. w. Somme, 9/18. 
*Dawes,A. .  . ; iF. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Deards, F. , ‘ ° w. France, 10 /18. 
*Dilion, H. . ; : k. Somme, 9/18. 
Draper, H.E. . , Fr. is 
Driver, J. . ‘ : ‘ iy 
Duce, L. H. . ‘ . Pz., KF. oe 
*Ellsworth, S.C... ‘ F. k. Somme, 9/18, 
‘English, A/C.S.M., R. G. F. Awarded M.M., 3/19. 
Eyers,H. . : ‘ P:,.F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
; Fagg, J. W. . : P. 5 F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Falk, 2/Lt.0.F. . P., F. as 
Fallows, H. . ‘ F. ae 
*Fellows, F. J. : F. d. of w., 10 /18. 
Field, Sergt. A. W. P., F. Ss 
*Filsel, A. : 3 : F. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Ford, M. . ‘ ° Packs ae 
Forscutt, H. A. . p., F. Awarded M.M., 10/18. 
Friend, A. G. ‘ : F. se 
Friend, W. R. 3 P. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Froud, A. 0. é ‘ P., F. és 
Gafer,C. . . F. ° i 
Gamble, W. . P ; P., F. acs 
Gee, W. . ° ° F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
P., F. ee 


Gladwell, J.W. . ‘ 
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Name. Particulars of Service. | 
Glazier, 8. G. ° . F. w. Tournai, 11 /18. 
Gray, V.G. . ‘ we 
Green, A. F w. Somme, 9/18; w. 10/18. 


Commission, Middlesex Regt. 
k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
w. Somme, 9 /18. 


Green, C.Q.M.S. J. Ww. - 
— *Greenaway, C. a 
Greenwood, L. : se 
Gregory, W. ors 
Grimsey, F. A... ‘ 
Gurr, 2 /Lt. W.C. . . 


ry MO ro i bal 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


~~ ~~. 


Ss ay wy 


Hale, B.G. . i ‘; w. Wavrin, 10/18; awarded 
M.M. 


k. Wavrin, 10 /18. 


*Hall, R. E. M. . . 


Harden, J. . ; ‘ , F. ess 
*Harris, M. . : . » x. w. Yebrun, 3/18; d. of w. 
7 Merville, 8 /18. 
Harvey, A. . ,F. or 
Haughton, 2 /Lt. F. T. ,F. 230th L.T.M.B. 
Hazel, A. F. . ; : w. Somme, 9/18; w. 10/18. 
Hedge, P. . ‘ ee 


Hickson, Capt. C. W. 
Hillman, H. . ‘ 
Hobbs, A. . ‘ 
Holden, W.H. . 
Hole, 8. V. . : P 
Hollands, E. J. : 
*Holliday, W. A. 
Hooker, G. . ; F 
Horsburgh, L. , ; 
Howard, R. H.  . 
Hughes, A. 8. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


F 

F on 
k. Wavrin, 10 /18. 

P; R.O.D., R.E. 

F w. Somme, 9/18. 

F w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 
m. Somme, 9/18. 


~s 2s ww 


Inchbold, G.. 
Ingram, J. 


eh ee ee 


ts 


Keel, A. - ‘ i F w. Somme, 9/18. 

Kember, W. . A F | 

Kennett, H. KE... ‘ P. 

Kent, C. H. . ; ‘ F. 

Kibble, A. B. ‘ F P. ja 
*King, J. H. . ‘ ‘ P. k. Somme, 9/18. 
Lamarque, Capt. W. C. . P Adjt. 10th The Buffs; men- 


tioned in despatches, /18. 


Name. 
Langstone, F. 
Law, B. ‘ 
Lee, R. C.  . - 
Lilley, 2/Lt. J. L. . 
_ *Longiley, F. E. - 
Lucas, A. . - 

Luckhurst, G. J. 
.Lundy, P. 


Major, C. ‘ 
Martinovosky, A. . 
Mastrocolo, J. 


McQuade, J. , 
Mead, L /Sergt. P. E. 
Meadows, G.. ‘ 
*Mealing, S. G. < 
Milton, L/Cpl. W. 
Moore, PP. . ; 
Moorhead, H. V. 


Newing, J. . 
Newman,A.G. . 


Oates, R. . : 
*O’Leary, H. J... 

Oram, R. E. B. 

Ottaway, F.. 


Palmer, H. 


Peach, E. B. A 
Pearson, J. W. E 
Pennington, J. ‘ 
Penny, 2/Lt. A. C. 
Philpotts, S. 
Pimperton, L/Cpl. B. 
Pitts, H. : : 
Pointon, R. J. 
Pott, W. H. . 
Power, J. 

Price, R. ; 
Prior, R. C. . 
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Particulars of Service. 


. 


yt 


k. Somme, 9/18. 


F. w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Morville, 8 /18. 

w. Merville; p. of w. Somme, 
9/18. 

w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

w. Somme, 9/18. 


. 


_k. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


be tag Pe bad bad Pf 
yy yy HS wy 


P., F. ee 

P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 

PF: w. Somme, 9 /18. 

F. k. Somme, 9 /18. 

P., F. 

P., w. Jerusalem, 12/17; W. 
Wavrin, 10 /18. 

P.; w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 

E., P., F. es 

P., 3 

P. 


~~ ~~ ~~ 


ted bof Ped Pf bad dal al 


w. Somme, 9/18. , 
w. France, 10/18. — 


eo Ss « © 
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Name. 
Purver, Sergt. J. K. 
Quinn, J. H. 


Ranger, F. . 
Rattley, T. E. 
Redhead, J. . 
Rees, T. 

Reid, A. E. . 

Relf, G. ; : 
*Richardson, A. J. . 
Richardson, E. W. 

Riley, J. | 
Ring, G. : 
Ritchie, M. H. 
Roberts, W. . 
*Robinson, J. E. 
Rogers, F. : 
Rootham, B. ; 
Ross, Sergt. R. 


Sand, H. J. . 
*Savage, A. 

Savill, W. C. 

Saxby, A. 

Scott, B. ; 

Scudder, C. L. ‘ 

Shapley, H. P. 


*Sheen, Cpl. C., M.M. 


Simmons, 8. 
Sisley, C. J. . 
Skelton, E. T. 
Smith, A. J. . ‘ 
Smith, Capt. 0. E. . 
Smith, C. L. , 
Smith, E. C. 
Smith, E. T. 
Smith, F. 
Smith, G. E. . 
Smith, R. W. 
Southey, H. C. 
Springett, F. 
*Starling, W. . 
Stedman, F. 
Stedman, G. . 


ti 


a 


w 


a a 


Org dO AO bd Po 


te 
ry to 


4] 


tJ 


. 


righ UAW AS et 


. ~~ 


APPENDIX D 
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w. Somme, 9 /18. 


w. Merville, 8 /18. 
w. Yebrud, 3/18. 
k. Somme, 9 /18. 
w. Somme, 9 /18. 
w. Jerusalem, 12 /17. 


k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


w. France, 10/18. 


k. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9 /18. 
k. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


w. Wavrin, 10/18. 


To R.A.M.C. 


To R.E. 


k. Somme, 9 /18. 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 
Stokes, F. P., F. as 
Stonehouse, W. F, si 
Stroulger, J. ‘ ; P., F. os 
Swainson, 2/Lt. 0. J. G. P., 3; oe 


D0. . 
Swinford, 2/Lt. J. F. 


Taylor, 2 /Lt. C. A. R. 
Taylor, D. W. 


w. Merville, 8/18; w. Somme, 
9/18; w. 10/18. 
k. Somme, 9/18. 


a Od 


*Taylor, H. . 
Thatcher, E. W. 

*Thomas, G. . : : 
Thompsett, 2 /Lt. N. G., 

M.M. , 

Thompson,G. F. . 
Tilbee, L/Cpl. F. . 
Tilbee, W. . . 
Trice, R. C. . : 


. 


d. of w. Orcq, 10/18. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 

w. Somme, 9 /18. 

w. Somme, 9 /18. 

w. Beersheba, 10/17; w. Sinjil> 


Crd gt TO 
e 


3/18. 

. Turner, L/Cpl. H. , F. oe 
Turner, Sergt. R. J. ,F. ae 
Twidell, 2 /Lt. De. 2 ee 
Usher, F.H.J. , F. we 
Vaughan, W. : : F. oe 


= 


*Viggor, F. k. Somme, 9 /18. 


Wadmore, W. é , F. ne 
Wale, Lt.N.G. . P., F. To Ist Buffs. 
Wall, W. ° F. ove 
Ward, W. S. P., FP. es 
Warren, W. . P, , xe 
Watson, F. , ‘ F. és 
Weir, J.S. . ‘ : F. we 
White, J. . ‘ F. we 
Whitney, W. P. PP 
Williams, C. L. P., F. ‘ia 
Williams, W. J. P;, F, oe 
Wincup, H. G. F. : 
Woodford, G. P., F. ex 
Woods, E. C. ; ; F. w. Wavrin, 10/18, 
Woods, T. F.G. . < F. w. Ore;, 10/18. 
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ROLL OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO JOINED “D” 
COMPANY artrer Maron Ist, 1917. 


Name. Particulars of Service. 


Adams, A. . ‘ ; F. nS 

Adams, H. P., F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 

Adams, T. W. F. 

Alex, A. : E., P 

Alexander, E. C. F. a 

Allidridge, W. F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
* Anderson, L /Cpl. W. P.;.8. k. Merville, 8 /18. 

Argent, C.. F P., F. a 

Baker, A. . P., F. w. Sheria, 11 /17. 

Baker, AH. — P., F. : as 

Balaam, L. . F, w. Merville, 8 /18. 

Ball, W. F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
*Barker, A. F. k. Somme, 9/18. 

Beer, J. , P P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 

Belton, W. . j P., F. ei 

Bird, A. W. . fa F. w. Orcq, 10/18. 

Blackford, W. F ; F. ca 

Bond, J. . ° P., F w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 

Bonsor, W. . ; E. = 

Brant, 8. T. . F. 

Bray, J. ; F. 

Bright, Sergt. T. P., F. : 

Brown, E. T. : : P., F. 

Buckle, E. H. é : P., F. 

Bushnall, B. ; ‘ P., F. 

Butt, W. T. . ; é P., F. 

Byers, L/Cpl. W. . : P., F. ea 


Cannon, A. . 6 


F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Carpenter, L/Cpl. B. P., F. 
Carter, C. E. : E., F. “3 
Chainey, Cpl. A. P., F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Chapman, G. P., F. ' w. Somme, 9/18. 
Charrington, E. J. P. oe 
Chilvers, A. . : F. ‘4 
Christmas, A. E. P., F. w. Jerusalem, 12/17. 
Clarke, A. .  . F. 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 


Clayden, A. . : P. . 
Collett, H. W. - F P., F. we 
Coombs, W. . ‘ ‘ P. va 
Coote, 8. , ‘ P. ae 
Cox, F. ~ ‘ P. aig 
Crosbie, .W. E. P. si 
Crosswell, T. : : P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Crouch, A. P., F. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Crouch, T. H. F. : va 
Curtis, W. G. P., F. : 
Dack, A. D. . E. ie 
Dadson, G. F. w. Somme, 9 /18. 
Davey, W. P. F, m w. Oreq, 10/18. 
Davies, Cpl. E. F. os 
Davies, J. : P., F. 

Davis, F. T. . ‘- P., F. : 
Dixon, E. P. a 
Down, W. H. P., F. es 


Earnshaw, 2 /Lt. 8. W. P. 
Ellis, W. o e e 
England, W. H. . . 


ro bal by 
ba 


Evans, J. J. . , ‘ ,F. w. Merville, 8 /18. 
Fakery, C. F. ; P., F. ; 
Farmbrough, 2 /Lt. C. g. F. 
Finch, H. - P., F. 5G 
Fisher, B. A. P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Fiske, W. C. ‘ : F, oe 
Fletcher,G.E. , P., F. w. Somme, 9/18, 
Forrester, F.C... . F, ee 
Francis, A. G. ;: : F, os 
Galpin, T. . oe F, ae 
Gilder, CO. W. ‘ A P., F. oe 
_ Gilmore, W. . é P., F. ea 
Godden, G. . : P., F. w. Merville, 8/18. 
Goodfellow, H. M.- P., F. we 
Greenfield, E. 8. . P., F. 
Griffiths, A.W. . P., F. ; 
Grimes, C. H. F. . 
Hales, L. G. . PF; 
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Name. 


Hall, F.D. . ; 
Harmer, S. . ‘ 
Hart, 2 /Lt. G. : 
Hawkes, J. J. 
Hawkins, W. R. 
Head, P.C. . 

*Hebbs, A. 

‘ Hemsley, E. A. 
Hoare, 2 /Lt. N. 
Hobson, T. N. 
Hollier, A. 

Hoy, A. V. G. 
Hyland, I. 


Jackson, 2 /Lt. A. E. 
Jerram, A. E. 
Jones, E. 
Jones, J. . 

Jupp, W. G. 


Ketcher, T. . 
Kirby, E. W. 

Kite, W. M. : 
Knight, L/Cpl. F. E. 
Knighton, Sergt. 8S. 


Lacon, E. C. 
Langford, G. 8. 
Large, F. A. . 
Larkin, M. H. 
Lawman, G. 
Leader, F. G. 
Lewis, C. H. 
Line, J. L. . 
Long, L/Cpl. F. 
Long; L. A. . 
Longhurst, J. 


Mackrill, 8. . 

“Maddox, J. . a 
Mann, F.C. . é 
Mann, 2 /Lt. J. W.. 


Martin, E. 


e 
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Particulars of Service. 


w. Sheria, 11 /17. 


_ &. Merville, 8 /18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


* 


w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9 /18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


Name. 
Maule, H. J. 
Metherall, W. 
Moore, A. R.. 


Moore, Cpl. F. O. 


Morley, T. V. 


Naylor, W. 
Neaves, W. G. 
Nicholls, A. A. 


*Ockenden, F. 


Onions, 2 /Lt. W. E. 


Orwin, J... 
*Osborne, H. R. 


*Oxley, 2 /Lt. L. H.. 


Packman, 2 /Lt. C. F. 


Page, T. A. . 
Paton, J. , 
Payne, H. . 
Peachey, B. . 


Pedder, L/Cpl. J. . 


Perkins, F.. . 
Pigney, S. H. 
Piper, A.C. . 


Platt, 2/Lt. D.C. . 


Port, 2 /Lut. C. J. 
Presiand, A. 8. 


Rand, W. B.. 
Raven, W. T. 


Ravenscroft, Sergt. R. 


Reeves, A. W. 
Relf, A. F. 

Reynolds, L.. 
Rice, E. F. . 
Richmond, R. 


Ripley, J. . 
Rogers, W. T. 
Rumbold, F. 
Russel, F. T. 


Saltmarsh, T. A. 
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P., F. 
¥. 

¥. 

F. 

F. 
P., F. 
F. 

P., F. 
F. 

¥. 

P., F. 
F. 

P., F. 
F. 

P., F. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
F. 

P., F. 
F. 

F. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
F. 

F. 

F. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
F. 

P., F. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
P., F. 
FP. 
.F. 


Particulars of Service. 


k, Somme, 9/18. 
w. Somme, 9 /18. 


k. Merville, 8/18. 
k. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Somme, 9 /18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 


w. Beersheba, 10/17 ; w. Somme, 


9/18. 


w. Somme, 9/18. 
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Name. Particulars of Service. 


Saunders, E. . G., P. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Selling, F. H. ¥. i 
Shackcloth, E. P. es 
Sidwell, F. P., F. Awarded M.M., 10/18. 
Simmons, W. H. F. < 
Smith, C. W. ; P., F. Se 
Smith, 2 /Lt. F. J. F. 

Smith, J. P., F. 

Smith, 8. F. ‘ 
Smith, W. P., F. 

Smith, W. . P., F. 

Smith, W. H. : P., F. 

Smithers, H. E. V.. P., F. 

Smithers, Lt. F. W. L. F. 

Southard, J. E. QP: 

Spencer, G. E. E, oe 
Squires, C. . ; : P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Stedman, F. P., F. of 
Stevens, A. . P F. 

Stickels, G. T. ‘ ‘ P., F. ie 
Stickels, F. N.8. . ; F. w. France, 10/18. 
Sullivan, P. . ‘ é P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
Summers, L/Cpl. J. : P., F. is 
Swain, H. . : ; Pp. 

Symes, F. M. F. 


Talbot, H. . Fr. w. Merville, 8 /18. 

Taylor, T. J. R. ,F. . 55 

Taylor, J. Fr. w. Somme, 9 /18. 

Thomson, E. A. } Se 
F 


Thorpe, Sergt. G. . 

Tidcombe, H. ‘ ; 
Tinney, 8. W. ‘ ° 
Tipping, W. . ° : 
Todd, Lt.C.@. . : 
Tubb, W. . : . 


Awarded M.M., 11/17. 


bP ia POO Pt He gy 


*Tucker, L. E. ‘. , F. d. Grammont, Belgium, 3 /19. 
Turner,\E. x. Ms 
Turner, G. 
Upson, T. N. F. 
Vaughan, O. F. w. Wavrin, 10/18. 
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Name. . Particulars of Service. 

*Walker, J. : ; F k. Somme, 9/18. 

Walton, Cpl. H.  . 3 P., F. ae 

Warringto#, A. H.. P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 

Watson, H. R. : : F. be 
Weatherall, A. J. . . E., F 


Webb, J. W.. F. ee 
Weeks, Sergt. G. J. F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
White, L/Cpl. A. H. ¥. ae 
White, G. F. ‘ 
White, J. . P., F. 
White, J. J. . P., F. és 
White, W. : P.. F. as 
Wilkins, A. . : P., F. w. Somme, 9/18. 
*Wilkinson, Lt. F. D., M. 0. P., F. w. Somme, 9/18; mentioned 
in despatches, 7 /19; d. of w., 
4 /20. 
Wilson, D. L. , P., F. w. Somme, 9/ 18. 
Wood, A. _. P., ¥. w. Beersheba, 10 /17. 
Wood,G. . F. iis 
Wright, 2 /Lt. R. H. F. 
Wright, P ; P., BF. 
Wyles,L. . : : P., F. i 
Young, C.Q.MLS. E. P., FF. de 
Young, W. A. F. ‘ 
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